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Tilliam Bennit. 


Ti Teflimony lives i in my. Heart; and is upon: me t9* 


bear for and concerning my dear and well beloved 

Friend: William. Bennit, whom, with many more- 

worthy Ones, God Almighty, in his endleſs Love unto man- 

Kind, rajfed up and endued with ous er from 'on high, to 
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= the Everkſting Goſpel of nd Salvation in ours 
Age; and forever bleſs: bs the Lord who hath cauſed his 
Heſſed Work to projpes by them, to - gathering many 


"Thouſands to himſelf, norwihſtand e great oppoſition. 
'have: meet! wor both: from: t 7 of mankind. 

and ithe Exerciſes, Hardibip: Eno Perfecutions 
from his: Inftruments: without ; 1 yet ſo- powerfully did the 
Lord: appear in ai To that r te Inbalioangs of the wo" | 
akened; re old of ma - 
Ten tots tr angina te fon 


(8) | | 
yea, the ſound of the Goſpel, 'by theſe worthy Meſſengers 
Preached, went through the Barth, and many.of its Inhabie 
tance thereby -came to.-learn Righteouſneſs; amongtt which - 
worthy Meſſengersthismy deaf Friend Wiliem Benxnit was 
-one, who laboured'in-the ſervicesf, theGoſpel forthe gather- 
ingin-the out-caſts of Jacob, and the dilperced of 1/7 ct. 

' "He was a man wholly 7 p:both in Body.and Mind to 
Terve the Lord, _ what hedid nr ay wer vikall his 
Might ; he {pared no- pains wherein he might ſerve the 
T Sf which to dowas Var delight, fns EEE ortat 
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| on 
TX Peace;this vvas this good man Perfecuted unto Death, *- - 
who-freely forgave them that Perſecuted him; and oh, ſaith- 
my Soul} if it may-faqd: vvith the vvill of God, that they 
may find -REpentance before. they go hence, that his Blood -- 
may:not be required at their handss © 
Well; heis now gone beyond thereach of all his Enemies, -. 
K& hath turi the bleffed Race, thera: fought the [good Fight, 
hath :kept the Faich,:and' is row'Crowned with char Erernal : 
weight of 'Glory which tiever endeth'; 'andthough he be re- 
moved from-us, yet his Life remains with us, and'his Name 
is a ſweet memorial unto. us; yea; he" ſhall'be reckoned a-- 
mongh the Generations 5f 'the Rigttrevus, aid time ſhall 
1) ink we out afucr Femrperyerey: who ſerved: the - 
Lord withal his Hearr, | and loved not his Life wato Death-for- 
Oh; the ' remembrance of this my dear Priend hath:often - 
times Heen-a refreſhment 'to'qe, and-the -many fivect and. 
- precious oppertunittes 'Þ have had with him'are at this time 
freſb/in-iny remembrance; T cannot-forget thoſe heavenly bes. - 
dewings, and [weet itreaqgas of divine Life, from the God of 
Life, who i the'Fountain of alt our well-ſprings, which - 
oftentimes ranthrough his Vefſel,as through a Conduit Pipe, | 
to the great refreſhment of his Children. Ge 
'OH;' when Feonfider his ſervice in the Chureh of Chriſt, -. 
and how ready he was to help the Weak, and encourzge-the 
Feeble ; yea, toreach forth his helping hand unto all, -that 
none mightHe'left behind, and that tdw at ſuch a time us this, 
wherein Tryals 'and* Exerciſes ſeem to"abound' upenus;" ir 
ſhould pleafe the Lord to-removed him from us; my Spirit 
is bowed before the Lord in the'confiderationthereof, & for a 
err e mySoul was afflifted wirhinme, being deeply ſenſible of | 
the great lok of him atthis:tirag of day., W EST 
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+. my: Soul was-revived in the feeling of the Springs of Life to 
ariſe, which ſprang up in this wiſe, God is the ſame that ever 
he was, his Arm is not- ſhortned that it cannot Save, neither 
is his Ear heavy that jt. cannot hear the crys of. his Childrens; 
"bur his care js,-and will be, .over-all thoſe that put their irufl 
zin him, and againſt ſuch noWeapon howfoever formed ſhall 
' Profper,-and that he hath not removed his Servant from us 
thereby to weaken us, but rather that we ſhould wholly loole 
unto him only, from whom alone our $alvation-comes; who 
- yvill certainly take care of altthoſe' who are Ruchiplupes bien 
in their Teſtimeny for his Name, -and will ſupply fuch with 
- whatſoever he ſees is needful for .them.; . yea, the ſame- 
Power that kept and preſerved .this our dear Friend _—_ 
all his Tryals and:Exercifes, who hath aow finiſhed his Courſe 
with.Joy, willalſo-preſerve us; as we-are faithful thereuntd; 
in which the Lord keep and preſcrve-all his People, through 
all their Tryals and Exerciſes, totheend, is the breathing of 
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W 4 "Unto thine ebirlafing Refti in the Eternal out, . cs 

F ho. now-for alth &y. Lebours. in which thou, dieft abovnt;* — 
Remgratid art »/1h endleſs Life aut art-with Glory Ci own a; - 
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The. ſervice of- God, iT ruth moſt pure, and for it didft PY; ap 
The World and all things elſe thet wntothee mar meer, 
Thievboowightf be forevermore with thy Redetmer dew; IEP 
Sik Hinigh thy Bodj' is gone; aud Fiſh conſuthet beg) i (1! 17 6) 
Thy Spirit with thy God doth leve fo all Evernitie; 
Where from thine Eyes all Tears are wig'd,and Joy for RT TT af: 
Mud Clark d now «rt with Garments pore.and Pleaſures deth Moan: s. 
td from thine Enemies reach, which did thee ſore anney, wm 
Mrho for the // ke of Truth they ſought thy Body ts &firoy; 

Thou now exalted art over aff Mortaflity,. ; 
Ihere neither revenour Beaff, nor vet the vonulteras Eye, 

Cu ever thee moleff, no nor diſquiet thy peace, 

Which as 4 River greet aoth flow, end wever more ſhall ceaſe; 

"4h thou Valiant, one-indeed, who never twrn'd aftat, 

But to thy God werr faithful found, whey ever thou wert tride, - 

- Great 40%-want of thee, far. which my Soul dath iry,.. 

Wxto the Lord our Gol who only can ſupply; 


The Hog noel hae fa Pry m ike, < a 
And fill thim arp thy Grate, and hirein mild thaw foive - 
Forth in thy moſl gr Power gary heavenly and Ss 7; _ 
' That fo thy holy Trut h fox whichoee wed WA engages EAT: ; 
May over el exalted be now inthil latzes ag; > SticÞ yiooptort 
And though our loſs of him be great, mho fol hes Sides 
Tet in our God we arecompleat while we in Truth refige; 
_ which the living God preſerve, and from the World WT; 
Al thoſe thet put their rruſt ii bis cud beep chem £9 the end... 
T bat in thecloſure of our Das vur Headgidn peace muarly,'. 
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-Which'Wi! the Gfbty "of this'Workd © 
abundance did excell. 


This Duf on Rerth je a Name | 

whilſt jr on Earth did mave, ; 

Bur that flons 1.08 WHEN WAVY ths (fins 
_theirs Jew..do..know -or. Love. 


"The Daft is-lefr, the Sol is gone 
in Life for ay to dwell, 

From ſight of every mortal one, , 
in. Glory to excell. -- 


Thy Dsft within the 'Earth do ly, 

,..my Duff ſhall ly by thine, : 

-Our Souls in Life ſhall dwell on hugh, 
our Fellowſhip divine. 


And though by Death we leave our Df, 
our Souls remain forever, | 

And from the Spirits of the Juſt 

no worldly Power can fever. 
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Kyouring of whathis Heart and 1award parts was filled with, 
which miniſtered Grace to his Hearers. | 
And as tothat Teſtimony that God had given him to bear 
For his Name in Word and DoQtrine, he was very faithful in it, 
and was ofi-times drawn in the Loye of God to travel upan the. 
account of-it,. in great Weakneſs and: Infirmack of 3 Body, 
which for -the wall, pare pollefded him, but «great. was the 
' Strength and Vigor of his inward man, which oft-times, as it 
were, {ſwallowed yp the weakneſs of the outward man: I 
have often ſeen:him go-into a Meeting when it was thought, 
he had-more need have been'iin Bed; ſuch many times was his 
Weaknefs and Il!neſs, but ftrong-was that Love in which he 
was drawn forth to ſerve the:Lord his God, which oft-times in 
the Aſſemblies of -God's People flewed from -him as ſweet 
'Rreams-from a.pleaſant Fountain, to the great refreſhment of 
the right Sced, and nouriſhment ;of the erue Birth, inthe 
ſence of which, his Heart was often.filled with that firength 
of Life.and heavenly Courage, that he: would appear like 
Gyant'gretly refreſht with new V Vine, ready toruna:Race, 
where there was no appearance of the bodily weakneſs as be- 
fore ; but-when his Teſtimony hath been-ended, and Service 
for that time over, he hath been like 'one ready to give up the 
Ghoft, his before-mentioned weakneſs again repoſſefſing his 
earthly Houſe of Clay, by which TT have often obſerved, how 
in a wonderful manner ./as te the outward:man) the mighty 
Power of God attended the -blefled Teſtimony, and acceptable 
Service of this Servant-of Chriſt; he was a worthy -and ho- 
norable Inftrument in the hand of the Lord, .and many were 
turned to the Lord'by him; for the Lord of the Vinyard im- 
ployed him therein, both to Plant.and Y Vater, he being very 
. well accompliſhed and fitted for both, being thereuntoedueg- 
'ted by the Power of God in the School: of, Chriſt ; , He de 
lightd much in breaking up of untill'd Ground, often having 
C Meetings 


Meetings where there was never. any by Friends before, ant 
the Lord very much bleſſed and proſpered his Tabour in that 
yery reſpe& in adding to his Church thereby : He was indeed 
the Father of many Children, who were begotten by him into 
the Faith of the Lord Jefus Chriſt; God had given him aready 
Vrterantce, his bs ors was asthe Pen of a ready Writer,ofter 
minding Friends of the day wherein they firſt received the 
Truth,& to remember their firſt Love, that though they had 
known much, expericnced much.,$ had witneſſed a large en- 
creaſe in the Riches of God's Kingdom, . yet toremember that 
m which God firft peared (vic) .the meaſure of Gods Gift 
(or Graee) intheir Hearts, there to ſtay their Minds, ofters 
mentioning the commandof God to Jacob, who. after many 
Tryals, Travels and Exerciſes, andatter God had given him 
reat_ encreaſe of Riches, as Floeks and Heres, Y Vives and 
iden; which. he. devided into 'three Bands (in order te 
meet his Brother E/as) admiring” the goodneſs of the God 
of his Fatkers whe had given him all that Riches, whoonly 
with his Staff (did ſome time before) travelled over Jordas ;: 
after allrhis,God commanded him to go to Bebe, the place 
where the Lord at firft appeared to him,when he fled from his. 
Brother E/as, there to dwell; andereCt an Alter, and call up 
on his Name:He often had it upot him to put Friends in mind 
of - nmr the true Language, to ſay thee or thou to a ſingle 
Perſon, without reſpe@ of Perſons, the contrary being falls 
and{dout ef the Truth; it was, likewiſe much upon him to 
exhort Friends to feel the concern of Truth-upon their Spirits,. 
that in the true fence thereof they mighe feet the drawing of 
the Love of God to Meet and. Aſſemble themſelves together 
in his Name and Fear, and that they might truly know and: 
underſtand the end of their meeting, and what God therein 
requiresof them, that they might not go to Meetings as many 
People go to their Church (as they call it) to bea little ſerious. 
| while 


while they are there, and when they are gone chilled Jet their 
minds out, as if they hadleft:their God behind them; ſuch a 
coming to meetings would not ſtand any one in ſtead ina time 
of Exerciſe, or a day of Tryal; much might be writ, as 
to the good Exhortations, Admonitions, Advice and good- 
Counſel which oftentimes opened in his Heart in the Moet- 
ingsand Aſſembles of. Friends, but .T mult xefer my friendly 
Reader to rhe perſual of his Cordial and Soul refreſhing K- 
Piſtles (as in the Life they are Read, by which they were gj- 
yen forth) for his or her further {atisfation; only. I cannot 
paſs by, as Not tO mention furs frequent wreſtlings ig Prayer 
with che Lord for the good of all, but ere clpoca ' for thoſe 
of the Houſhold of Faith, nec.' forgetting the fercrs of all 
forts, whether ja Bady orin Mind, particularly ſuch as ſuffer 
Impriſoament for the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience ; he 
often prayed that God would be pleaſed to make. the Priſon as 
a Pallaceito thern,, through the incomes of. his. heavenly. Life 
and bleſſed Preſence in and to. their Souls; and ſuch as lay upon 
a Bcd of Sickneſs, that God would be their Comfort; ſuch as 
travelled by Sea or Land in the Werk or Service of the Lord, 
— that he would be their Suppart,; and by his living Power and 
Preſence them accompany. that,their Service might heeffe&tu- 
al,& they enabled 'with cheexfulneſs.to undergo what a5 thould 
pleaſe God to permit or ſuffer to befal them for their Teſtimo- 
ny ſake; he often interceeded with God for his very Enemies, 
(having learned that Leflon to love, Rnemies). that.it would 
pleaſe the Lord'to turn their Hearts, and to open) their Byes 
that they may ſceagainſt whom they 'are friving, and agaunl 
whom they are ſetting themſelves in battle aray, as 'Bayers & 
Thorns againft conſuming Fire, that they might behold him 
whom with their Sins they-had; Pierced, &. whom jo his:Mem- | 
bersthey had Perfecyted,that they.coight mounagover;himgand 
if it were-the will. of God Repeat, Return;be Conperzed | 
| C 2 ' Healed; 
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akd*>he'oft remembred this the Land of his Nativity im 
Ris Sup ns to God, that it would. pleaſe him, if ſoic. 
Remed good. in his fight, to prevent thoſe impending. Judg- 
ments {that hang over it, ready like: a dreadfut Tempeſt ro 
break, and fall uponit) by itsſpeedy Repenting; and breaking 
off from thoſe great Sins and Evils .that- abound and ſuper-. 
abound-in.it (which in - Narure ſeem to Equal, if not Exceed 
the Sins of Sade) and that it would pleaſe God, if that it 
ſeemed*good'in his ſight, to fruſtrate, confound and bring to. 
nought the devices, contrivances and- conſultations of 'that 
wicked Spirit, and thoſe wicked Taftruinents that device, con- 
triveand conſult its' Overthtow and DeſtruQion.. - Thus did 
the Loveof God'flew' fromthe Heart of this-Servantof his, 
not only to Friends, but to Enemies, . having-ſo learned of his 
Maſter Chriſt Jeſus, whom he faithfully-ſerved in his Genera= 
tien, andwith whom he forever refteth: . 1 1 +... 
Now Friends, having hinted ſomething of the Teſtimony: 
thisgood man bore for God in Life and Converſation, and alſo. 
in Word and Dodtrine, having a diſpenſation of the Word of 
Life committed to him to declare to others, he being an able 
Miniſter of the fame ;. now it remains to ſpeak ſomething of 
his Teftimony tie bore for God' in Suffering; it was 'not orily 
givenhitn to Believe, but 'to Suffer for the Name of Chriſt, in; 
which; by the permiſſion of God, he had a large ſhare, eſpeci- 
ally by Impriforiment, which many times was long and tedi.. 
eus,had he not been ſupported by the Power of God; tor whoſe 
Canfe he Suffered, and in whoſe: Will: he was truly' contented 
to undergo what wicked mon were permitted to inflict upon 
kim; for his Cenſetence ſake towards God, eying the Will of 
God in all, in which-washis Peace and true. laſting SatisfaRi- 
on; the principal places of his Impriſonment were at Tar- 
b, '"Norwich-Caftls, ' Blibro,” Melton, Ipfwich and Edmonds 
ry; mm the-laſt of which he remained. a cloſe Ep Eaice 
| ctting- 


ſetting his Foot over the ENS in five Years time: he was: 
ſeveral times a Priſoner in Me/teox Goal,as likewiſe in theCoun-: 
ty Goal at Ipſwich, where he breathed his laſt Breath,in which: 
two places latterward my ſelf, with ſeveral of our Friends-in-: 
andabout Weodbridg,were Priſoners with-him; as-partieularly 
in this Perſecution, which began five Years {ince.-by Edmond 
Brame, Prieſt of Woodbriag, but committed by Juſtice Bacoy, . 
and Juſtice Bohoz, for. refuſing to take an Oath, where he re- 
mained Priſoner about half a Year ;. but after ſome breath- 
ing ſpace, our old Perſecuting Adverſary, Prieft Brame, bega 
afreſh to breath out his Threatnings, .like the Perſecutors of 
old, and getting a Juſtice fer his:turn, began to ſtir up the 
Town Officers,and diſturb our Meeting (who of themſelves 
might be unwilling) and -upon the x2th.day: of the 6th month' 
1683 there came to our Meeting the aforeſaid Officers, where. 
our dear Friend W:lliavs Benxit was upon his Knees in Prayer 
to God, from which he: was violently. haled. away, by one- 
Robert Chapman; a Conſtable (being/put forward thereto by 
John Firman Churchwarden) and:with ſeveral others of us - 
taken out of ourpeaceable Meeting at Hooderiag, and carried” 
before Edmond Jenny of Breafeild Juſtice, who committed'us 
to Metton Goal, for being at a-Quaker-Meeting (which is con. - 
trary-to Law) as faith the Mittimes; at which this innocent: 
man greatly rejoyced,thatthe-Lord ſee it meet for him to bear 
his Teſtimony in this ſuffering time,among his Friends & Bree. - 
thren at home (becauſe; it- was reported he ſhould be ſent to 
Edmonds-Bury Goal) and in the abreſaid Priſon at Melton be” 
was kept very cloſe, and the next. Sefſions at Woodbridg he 
was brought into-the Court, where an Inditment was pre- 
ferr'd againſt him for being Rioteuſly and Routouſly afſem- 
bled, with many others,: &s. to which (after. many Fund” 
Reaſons and Argruments to prove our. Meetings. Innocent, 
without any other 6eſign,but purely;to, Wait upan, ad Fe 
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he was af in called We. 5 3 nothing of the-Fi 
he was again called- 10 > Court, and nothing of the: Fine 
Foken of but Thaw Cove! Clark of thePeacc told him,they 
had- a particular order fromthe King todeal with him;. them 
he was profferred the Oath of Allegance, which he refufing,he 
was again returned to Priſon; after which,in ſame ſhort time, 
it pleaſed the Lord to viſit him, with more then ordinary Sick- 
nels, which more. and more encreaſed upon; him, inwhich 
time he deſired to. ſee ſeveral of his dear Friends, as he ſaid; 
before he dyed, thereby fignifying his departure to be at hand: 
and ſo upon the twenty third day of the fourth Month 1684 
about three in the Morning, like an innocent man, he laid 
down his Head. in peace with God, & dyed a faithful Sufferer 
-for Chriſt Jelus,in a Teftimany againſt the Perſecutors of our 
Age; and my deſire is, that his innocent Blood may- not be 
hid to the charge of them that had a hand in his lait Suffering, 
in which he ſealed his Teſtimony with his Life : And there is 
vne thing yet wich me, concerning. my deceaſed Friend, which 
is worthy of Obſervation; that is, when even Perſecution was 
ſtirred up among us, if he had happened to have been from 
| home upon the publick ſervice of Truth, when once he heard 
of it,he was not ſatisfied until he got home, to get his Shoulder 
to the Work; ſuck was his care and reſpett to his Teſtimony 
at home,in a time of Suffering, the whic]: makes our loſs and 
want of him to be very great,eſpecially at ſuch a time as this, 
when ſuffering for the Truth abounds,in which he was a good 
Pattern; and indecd, time wul diſcover the want of him more 
then at preſent it is by ſome perceived! (the Lord make up,and 
reſtore our loſs according to his own good will and pleaſure) 
though his bodily Preſence be removed from us, yer his Life 
is felt to remain, blefled be the Name of the Lord, As at the 
very hour of his departure, his dear Wife, with ſeveral other 
Friends, fitting by the Corps,the Life newly departed,very ſor- 
rowful for their great loſs,chough his great gain; Lay, _ 
us: 
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-thusfate, in retiredneſs of Mind,the Love & Life of God broke 


ment and Satisfa&tion, which ſignified thus much,chat though 
he had taken away his Servant from them, yer his Life ſhould 
:r:main; and it will remain with them that walk worthy of-it, 
for it is a never failing Treaſure. OS 0 CRLESTT 2 
'-And'thus Friends I have given you a brief account vf the 
Life, Sufferings and” End of this Meſſengerof Chriſt,. who 
| _ delivered his Meffagegand done the Work ef God in his 
Day ; and Friends, that which remains to us is, that we 
be found'in our Day working the Work of God, in anſwering 
the Requirings of God, that ſo we may .come to finiſh our 


- Courſe with Joy, and lay down our Heads in 'Peace, as this' 


| Servant of 'God did, which .is the deſire of your Friend. 


FFoodbridge the 24th of - "re, 
tle5th Mofth 1684." William Peart. 


inupon them, in an'abundant manner, to their great Refreſh- 
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which arc out of. the Power of _ many have grown tic 
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5 Words, ind"accounted that their growth without the Life, . 
and- have-feed-upon the Kaowledgo-more-then-uporEife,,ar® 
unto ſacl:the Famine-1s to. come; therefore dcar Hearts, yea - 
exceeding, dear to =-_ oh age the meaſure of. God in your 
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er;. therefore. fee = on why +: the over of God 
'ark out and mortifie that WIkth is reproveable by it; oh, 
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him ; for as Y Light mani bh Evil, yerif the Crearurs 
yeild not obedience there ecannor have Power over 
the Evil ; but if heyeild obedicnce to the Light it giv mo 
= _— bel yet not the CreatpiawÞfo 


bevhen | 
arr (Guy && coin Lake 
3nd De (np) Con mn;furely:the Lord'tothv nor File; 
gh many believe they 12k Jultified: in the ſight of 'God, . 
through Chriftalkhough:the: Witneſs of God leis/rhem fee that 
they are, yet 3A. theig. ging, and conderiins|tticar for: Sia; -and 
this 
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His Faith (or rather-Unbelief )- which {&@ds.\thern #6 believe 
that-theys for none'elſc Eanbe made; freedrom-all:Sin:dn this: 
[Gdethe Grave; and yet they imagin.tharcheydc-free. froth it: 
in rhe ſight of God; but beware of that Faith,d6r it. iwaccur?; 
ſed, 4nd is'notthe true Faith whiet-1s thegift of :God;i which 
through Chrift ſaverh. from all Sih; forithatBaith -5dmits:of 
Sin, buc-the'Paith of Gods EleQirſets free fromall Sin; .:for: 
where the Wicked: one hath ſeated:this- Faith ooFtrfwationini 
-the:Heart; it is hard- indeed; 'for fuch:4 dnetorvomeds Livgg 
in theiLife of Truch, which is hoh;5 for as: the Light dor 
ler the Soul ſceiit 1s 1n'1ts Sins, and -bringgTroublei-and Con- 
demnation upon ithe Mind: fer Sm, -dndtbepers 'adefircatioin- 
the Heart to be freed from Sing: for it feels itilid'as a weighty: 
load upon its Conſcience; -» behold even thei the Wicked Thee 
who hath begot this. perſwaſion:m the Creature that it irannot- 
be freed from all Sin here, though ifreed from Sin in' the fight 
of: God; and this perſwaſiorr cauſes the Creature to do Uiſpite: 
tothe Spirit of 'Grace,cand rivet: bi S/Reptoofs, and? 
{o get at eaſe inthat earſed Bath, ahd.an that'wrong: Relieve, : 
and fit down ſhort of the Peace of God ;1ſo that whih begor 
deſires in the Creature to be freed from'Sin,comes tobe yailed- 
and flain; and many Thouſands are in this State, who are 
large Boaſters,.who' are':boaftingp' that 'they are! Juſtified 
by Chriſt, and that Chriſt harle done! all For''thera, dnd-if 
they can believe it, thats ſufficient, and yet till in their. 
Sins. | | e146 io nr? F. | Rogan 
' Now the Apoſtle Paul faith, If while we ſrek to be Fuffiffed 
by- Chriſt, we our ſelves be fund Shuners, Is Ohriff therefore the * 
Miniſter of Sin? God forbit; andhe ſaith; ShiT we contimue ' 
in Sin that Grace may abound? God forbid ; "for how cart we'whd 
are Dead to Sin Live any longer therein ? and he Raid; They ' 
who are Tuftified by Faith, through the Redemption that is in 
mY Da Chrif 


—* VP HAM 
or” Chrift Jeſws, which Redemption is '« redeencing #at of Sin, axlÞ 


their Faith gavethew power. over the World, and 4;d not admit 
of Sin, a the Profſer Faith doth, who believe they raw never be 
free from all Siz.in this Life. | 


. Oh, in tender Love I beſecch you to beware of that Delu- 
tionand Perſwaſion of the:Wicked one, fer it is very dange- 
rows, and abroad way which: the |Creature isprene to run 
into ;; now there is a great difference betwixt ſack who wich 
F, ight fecth much Sin (which they are addiQed unto) yet 

be ſubdued; and it is their ſore Burden, any they in the 
ſtrength of the. Light wreſtle againſt it, and fo feel it daily 
decreaſe; and that Faith:bego*, by: which they-ſce and believe 
thar' they ſhall be! made: Conquefors over all, as rhey abide 
faithful-ro- the- Light): whicti lers them fee Sin: Thay there is 
2 grear difference betwixt ſuch-as are there in that State (tra= 
velling out” of Sin, out of Egypr, where the Bondage is, to- 
wards Sios, where the Freedom is): and ſuch as are ate down 
ſatisfied, in a falſe: Confidence; and in IG Belief;/ con« 
tinuingjn their Sins, and believe they ſhall nor be free from 
it here, but you know ' otherwiſe;. therefore in the Life of 
what youiknow abide, for truly ir is rhe Life that muſt make 
alive, =o keep eek th which Life _ Light of 
men, the true Light whie _ :every;one that cometh 
into the World, and igthe Salvation of God ; and therein 
wait and feel your Minds exerciſed in its operation, for this 
changeth the Mind, the Tho the AﬀcQtions and De- 
fires; for as they have been Earthly,ſo un hecoeHearenly, 
and it. becomes the Souls delight co anſwer rhe end of the 
Lord, and ta endeavourto'walk worthy of: his Love, and it 
becomes its Life todo the Will of God, and to-follow the 
Leadings of his' Spirit, which leadeth out of Evil; but be- 
fore thus be witnefled the firait and narrow Way ot be 
known, 
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known, felt and lived in, and - 4. muft be 2 paſſing throughr- 
the Fire, through the Water, through the one Baptizing, 
which baptiſeth into Death, and fo tranflateth into Life, 
- I Life it will become your Life to do the Will 
_ Oh; dear Father and Mother, keep, I beſcech you, to the 
Gift of God. in your own particulars, and be obedient te its 
Leadings, and therein watch diligently, continually , and 

with it try your Thoughts, and Words, and Inteats, befo 
you bring them forth, and if they be reprovable give ther 
up to. the Light, the Fire, to be-conſumed ; dear Hearts, 
it. is ig unexprefible Love that I, write thus untoyou; and 
be very wary of ſpaking things by contraries, whieh you 
are 2ddiQted ro, for there is no Lye of the Truth, and he that 
abideth in the Truth is. preſcrved out of the Lye, he that 
loveth the Light bringeth his Deeds to the Light to try them, 
whether they be wrought in God; {0 be not forward to utter 
Words, but feel the [Light of Chriſt to guide and lead you, 
and bring your Thoughts and Words to it, totry them,whe- 
ther you may ſpeak them yea or aay ; now if they be' repr@- 
vable by the Light, then they, are to dye, and not be brought 
forth, tor if they be, this grieveth 'the Righoous Spirit of 
God, and breaks your Peace with the Lord, for if his Wit- 
7 nels Cordemn, hedoth not Juſtifie; ſo the Creature keeping 
} Jlowin the Þure Fear and Dread of the Lord, it dare not de 
| that, whether in Thought, Ward or Deed, which it ſeech 
to be Vain and Evil; if 1 could gain. the whole World by it ; 
bur truly che Profeſfors: are: out of this Condition, though 
they C7 talk of the Fear of the Lord, 2nd {carce one of 2 
Thc! + 1s come there, into that fate, but this is a hard 
N. +, whois ablettobearit? yetit 1s a trye ſaying, though 
tity will £04 believe rt; oh, the largeſt Talkers, and De- 
Clarers, 
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. Varers, arid Rnowers;- even of the higheſt fort; are” fartheſt 
from the: Life of 'Truth, which 'is/holy; for'truly .fuch ave 
ſertled on their Lees, -and have been building long,and 'very 
high, -and have gathered mueh Riches, and it-1s/ hard: for 
theſe to looſe all, and their Building to fall, and not one Stone 
. to be left upon'another;"but all to be thrown down; -oh;\ the 
T'ord God of Compaſſien'4s' a gathering many” tender Hearts 
from amoneft them, who hungerand breath atter him; and 
is not ſfarigfied with "the *'Husks., the Shadows and Dead 
Worms; 48 which they dwell, anc poor Hearts; they have 
been-feriprunnitty from Momntain to Hill, arid/bave fought 
ifter the Lord, eveiifervently, 'Day after /Day;*Year aftes 
'Year, and: could not find him whom their Souls longedfors 
- but now ſuch is the.Lord-a-gathering into his Fold where 
they ſhall-enjoy their Shepherd , .and their Souls ſhall not 
want. ; | E4 , ; Fi 6 . 
: So once more do:T in tender 'Love:direft you: t6 the Gift 
-of God in your own. particulars, and therein wait upon the 
:Lord for Power, from the Lord, over that which. is contrary 
to the Lord, and condemnable by his 'Light in your own 
Hearts; -and keep 'in the fewneſs-of Words, for too man 
'Words becometh 'not 'thoſe who profefſeth Godlineſs ; bur 
let vour Words be few; and let them favour of the Grace 
of God, which leadeth into.-a Meek, Sober, Modeſt, Chaſt 
Life, that ſo your upright ſober Converſation -may preach 
Righteouſneſs, even to the.convincing of them who have 
been as Teachers over you, whom ye will -come te ſee, as 
you keep to the meaſure of God, and know them to be' a 


People whoſe Minds are at*Liberty, and are at eaſc in the: 


Fleſh, and*know not a Stay to their Minds, e Stop to 
their Thoughts, -a Bridle to their Tongues, which if they 
| be not came to know, feel and abide thercin , let their 
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Knowldge never i110 large ,. : their Declarations: never :{& 
Wgh,- their: )Words ;never: fo degp,:; year and tru allÞ 3:1 yet! 
Hay, andimy! ſaying -15'trueyjj though hardr:to  jaany ta - 
hear: (that if ſugh-come- nort,;;and;keep- notto. that. which - 
is to be a Stay. to the,| 'Mind; a Step:' toi theirs Thoughcs, 
2 Brible to _—_—_ a —_ to their Fe:t, a 
Lighf4x We 0.7 Stp$4 theis Kadwl » «thcirDtciare= 
ms Works and RS? 1S ail 1n vain; 
and a Babe of the Heavenly Birth ſees and comprehend 
them , and their large Coverings are: to narrow' te -hids 
gre chr ENG Well, into the: hand: of che? Eord 
Jo I cemmit . you, for to: come to be gathered into; and 
preſerved 1n- the pare Fear of God, . Watchful aod Dili-- 
gent 1n the: Light , and © to War and Wreſftle in the. 
ſtrength of- it, againſt that which you ſo is to be Mor- 
tified ; fo be willing to paſs through the ſtrait Gate, in- 
to the narrow - Way: to walk; -whict few findeth,, and 
are made Willing ro walk therein; Buz the Firft ſhall be 
Leſt, and. the Laſt Firſt, for many are Called, and but few 
Choſen. | 

or dear Ones, one thing more I have to ſay unto - 
Þ, beware and take heed of Cendemning one another 

F doing thar Evil which you ſee your ſelves are addicted : 
unto, but firſt fee it Subdued and Mortified in your 
ſelves, whethet it be in Word or Attion , before you Con- 


% 


der others for it , though they be Prophans People; . 
mmd—when-you-{pake-a Word of Reproof te any , be- 
ware of doing it in a light Frothy way, -as many do, - 
even in the light Airy Spirit, which bringeth forth the ſame 

things in themſelves ; but let it be done in the Sober, - 


Solled, Seaſoned , Savoury, Holy Spirit of the Lord 
God, that it may reach co the YYitneſs of- God in 
| them 


(31) 
them unto whom you ſpeak , and then' is ie profitable 7 
ſo the Lord God Almighty, Infinite and -VViſe, (preſerve. 
me , and you, and all his little Ones , in his holy Awe 
and Dread, andtherein to-paſs the time of our Pilgrimage 
here in Fear and Trembling, Farwell. 
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A tender and. UT Salurarion of Lave and Geol. 
will to Profeſſors, 8c. 


He fan God Almighty, hath, and is a Tooking down 
upon the Sons and Daughters of Men; and hath, and 
behold many of them, even aw ſcattered Sheep 
wiing a Shepherd, wanderiiſg -as in the Defarts and waſte- 
ts "Wilderneſs, wandering as upon the barren Moun- 
anddfy. Heaths ; hu rag _ LOG pa 5 nr unſ3- 
take, cking diligently or food 
tains ;-running from Mountain to } » ain _d... @ Ha: mn Fl 
to Hill, ant catinot find that Food that will trul y ſatisfy their 
hungry Sonls'; 'ind running from one broken i fry hr 
ther,and cannot findone drop of water that will truly refreſh 
their thirſty Souls; = are ſeeking the living God 'ams; 
the dead Forms, and king. _ among the Shells, and 
the Subſtance among the dows, and cannot find that 
which they ſeek after, nor etyoy him whom their Souls ws: 
eth for ; { reſt and can find no true Reſt; defiri 
know where the Lord God (the good Shepherd of I Feel) 
feeds his Sheep and Lambs, and where they he down in qui- 
etneſsand reſt, free from the fear of Evil. 

And this the Lord God of pity hth ſeen, and-in his Infi- 
nite tender bowels, Irath been and now is) moved with 
yearnings of pity and compaſſion towards them, and for his 
own Seeds fake he hath, and is (in Metcy tothem) mak 
ftretching forth the Hand of his loving kindneſs -;;, «c 4 
_ them ; Aro gather ( q con on _ :0_ 
gather rogether (in one) the diſperied, to ing home the 
YO, and the progeet (that hath long fed _ the 


UMI 


| 4 
hucks among the Swine) L the Fathers houſe of plenty, 
where there is bread enough, and water faileth not. 

' Yea, the Lord God Almighty, of Heaven and Earth, hath, 
and isliſting up an Exſign for the Nations, and hath, and will 
aſſemble the out-caſts of: Facob, and the diſperſed Judah, from 
the four corners of the Earth, and hath, and will return the 
"Captivity of his People; and then: Jacob ſhall be 
| glad; and 1/7ae/ ſhall rejoyce in him (the ſteam of 
Jeſſe) which doth and ſhall ſtand for an Enſign for the people 
and unto him doth; andſhall the Gentiles ſeck, and his reſt is, 
and ſhall*be ſweet and glorious to the poor, for whom he will 
Judge in Righteouſneſs; and Reprove with Equity, for the 
mgek of the Earth; who will ſmite the Earth with the Rod of 
his Mouth, and with the breath of his Lips will he ſlay the. 
| Wicked, and Rule the Nations with his Iron 
4 Rod, and break the Heathen to pieces like a, Pot- 
fers'Veſſel; who hath Righteouſncſs for the girdle of his 
Lioins, and Faithfulneſs the girdle of his Reins ; who hath on 
the Breftplate of Righteouſneſs, and a Helmet of Salvation on 
his'Head; who hath put onthe Garment of Vengeance for 
cloathing,  and'isclad with Zeal as with a Cloak; who with 
the two-edged ſword that proceeds out of hismouth, makes 
Rev. 19. 13... + War in Righteouſneſs; who hath ona Veſture 
Ia. 42, 6, ay dipt in blood, and his Name 1s called the Word 
3 47. 6. .. of God. Thisis he whom the Lord giveth for a 
If, 2,22/53* -Covenant of the people, and for a light of the 
4%," *** Gentiles, to be his Salvation to theends of the 
Farth,to opetr the Blind eyes,to unſtop the Deaf ears, to cauſe 
the. tongue of the. Dumb to ſing,and the Lame toleap as an 
Heart; to caſe water to come forth of the Deſert,and ſtreams 
in the Wilderneſs; the parched ground to becomea poohand 
wy Heaths Fpi 5 Of water; tO make the Wilderneſs and the 
Tolitary-pldc old! 
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1d theDeſert to rejoyce,aud bloſſom as a 


Roſe; 


| (35) 28 —- 
Roſe; whois antointed of God te Preach glad:Tidings tothe 
poor, to bind up the broken hearted, reſproclaim'i-;,.. 2d zo 
Liberty to the poor Gaptive, - and to-comfort the; >: 15,1273; 
the Mourners in $/07.; to give beauty for aſhes, the.oylof Joy 
for Mourning, the garment of Praiſe -for the'Spirit of heavis 
' neſs; that they.may Houriſhas Trees of Righteouſneſs of the 
Lords own planting, bringing forth fruit untohim_ » Sam. - 2: 
that he (in and through them) may be glorified. 45, & 7: 
He brake th: bowes of the Vighty, and that which is weak 
and feeble, he girds with Strength and Courage ; the Full ' 
andRich, he cauſes tohire out tor bread, and cauſeth the 
hunger of the hungry: to ceaſe; who' cauſeth the barren to 
| bear ſeven, -and ſhe that hath had many children, to wax | 
barren and feeble; he woundeth and healeth, he killeth and 
cauſeth tolive; he bringeth down, and raiſeth up, even the 
poor he raiſeth out of the duſt;- and the beggar: fromthe' 
dunghil, to-ifet-them among the Prinees,' and toigherirs | 
. Crown of Glory. -: T4 OE EBIT OL VW GTG QC il 4 
This is he, who maketh all things a New, *nd'/ RET 26 725; 
cauſeth all old things to paſs away, who cauleth  * *%* »% 
the old Heavens, and the old Earth to paſs away, and dry< 
eth up the Sea ; and createsa new-Heaver!, and'i/new'Barth,' 
wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs; this is he which workethy 
the ſtrange work, the marvelous work; which. cauſerh the* 
ears of thoſe that hear thereof to tingle: This is Re-who'i& 
the ſtrong Arm of Gods Mighty Power, which' is frretched' 
forth towards the helpleſs, to delrver-thie poor: and needy® 
out of the hand of him who is too ſtrong forthem's/ 12! 
The Arm of Gods Salvation, which he'is making” 
baic before the eyes of the Captives, that they may ſee him), 
and ccme unto him who is Mighty, upon whom help is lai4 
to deliver them, and to ſave to the utmoſt them thar come 
unto him ; this (as I ſaid) is the hagd of Gods loving kind- 
E 23 ' neſs 


Iſa, 52 is 


( 6) | | , 
ach in- mercy is retched forth towards'you, whdean-- 
not be ſatisfied with the husks, ſhells, and ſhadows, but thirſk 
end deſice after him the Subſtance, the living Bread which 
che. living Soul feeds upon-and lives, and grows up thereby 
mto Eternal life. ; ENT . : | 
Ah dear People ! this is.the :Salvation'of God whom I de- 
6. 96 clare of, and Salvation 4s not to. by had in an- 
* 2-39» 3% other beſides him, who is the Immortalword 
of Eternal life which abides for ever which was in the be- 
ginning before.the vilibes were, -by whom all things were 
© th made, whether vifible or inviſible, and with- 
12-5. , outhmwas nothing made. that was made 
and in him (the Word) was life, and this lifeis the light of 
men, and he is the gs that_lighteth every mao that 
- comethintotheworld ; ang was inthe world, and.che world 
knew him not. : Ht came anto his own, and bis own received 
bim.uet, but unto them that: received him, he gave power to become 
ghe Sops of God. Who hada body prepared him, in which: 
he ſuffered the Will of him. that __; who.was born of 
the Virgin May, whom King Herod-ſought todeftroy, who- 
was circumciſed the eighth day, and likewiſe baptiſed by: 
John the, Baptift, who 1: iſe eat the Paſſcover with his 
Diſciples, . (for he came to fulfil all Righteouſneſs) who was. 
- betrayed by Fades, who. was judged todie by Poxtins Pilaze,. 
who was Crucified without the Gates of Jers/a/em, who was 
Laid in a Sepulcher, who roſe _—_ the third day accordin 
to the Scriptures, who aſcended up into Heaven, and fitter 
at the Right hand. of God. who is glorified with: the ſame 
Glory that he had withthe Father Þcfore the world began ; 
-who came againunto his Niſciples according co his promiſe; 
who. faid unto them, J will nor leave you onyfonky;, t, will come 
Job. 14.26. 12,508 * Iwill ſend you «Comforter that ſball abide 
- 14. 10+ . bud 
1h,  mFith jou for ever, even the Spirit of Truth, 1 aw. 
tbe 


»* 


rs ( 37) | 

the Truth (ſaith Ehrift) whom the world cannot receive, becauſe it" 
feeth him not, neither knoweth him ; but you know him, for he 
awelleth with you, andſhellbe (Mark) in 50s; yet « litthe while S 


and the world ſees me no:more : (Mark: this) you who are {6 
much gazing and looking for his eeming without, (burftill 
fail of your expeQation) that you know-not his coming with- - 
in you to bea' Comforter. Bur you ſte me, and becauſe] live 
you ſball live alſo, (ſaith Chriſt to his Diſciples) and in rhat«day- 
you ſhell know that T am in the Father, and you in-me,and I(Mark): 
ix 104; and be the Spirit of Trath, ſhall lead you into all: Truth, 
and ſhall teach you all chings, and ſhall ſhew you all things ts come, 
and bring all things to your remembrance that Thave ſaid unto you, 
and ſball reprove the world of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, and of 
Fodgereent: And his Diſciples according to his T.uk. 24. 29: 
command, waited at Jera/alem until they were 8% 2- 4. / 


. indved with power from on high, and had received the pro- - 


miſe of the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of -Fruth, which cauſed- 
them to ſpeak. the wonderful things of God, as the Eternal. 
Spirit -of 'Txath gave them utterance; and then they were. 
come to.witnels.-his Word fulfilled, when he ſaid, He dewherh. - 
with you, awd fuel be in ou; and this is the immortal Wbrd 


- Which was in the beginning. which Pes/\:(who witneſflcd * 
. Chriſt the Son of God revealed inchim, and was Gal 1 2906 


by him the eternal Spirit, made an able Miniſter 
of him) Pxeached to wit) Chrift within, who ſaid, Rom 29: + 
None fhould need to aſcend; that is, to bring Chrift '* 7* © 
down from above, or to deſcend, that is, to bring Chrift from: - 
beneath, &c, bur the word (to wit Chriſt is gh thee in the - 
heart, and in the month, to be obeyed and done: and this is the... 
Word of Faith that Paul preached nigh in the heart, Etex 
Chrift i» them the living hepe, that was as an, Anchor to theis... 
Souls, ſure and ſtedtaft } rhe. hope of Glory. 
And Paul cxhorted the Corrmthions to examine themiaives, 
'and. 


(33) 6 
and-to covethamiiiec whether they-were in the 
Faith ; whether they knew: nor Chriſt: to' be in' 
them, except they were Reprobates. And Fohs in his writ-. 
' ing to the Saints, reminds chem of that within, which they 
had heard from the beginging; and ſays tothem, Lez that re: 
_ 418 in you, (to wit, The word which was in the beginning) : 
which tou have heard from the beginning, and if it ſhall remain in 
y0u,.ye ſhall continue in the Son and in the Father: and tells them, 
That they ſhould. not need that any man ſhould teach them but as the 
anoynting which they had received of God abiding in them, ſhould 
zeach them, which was the Truth, (to wit) Chriſt the Trathin 
them, the anoynien, the ano nting : And as he had, and did teach 
them, ſo they were to abide in him ; /o they knew Chri#t ix then, 
& witneſſed the Power of God within,the Truth wit! 1 ,the 
Word nigh in their hearts, the Spirit of God in their inward 
. parts, by which they were led, guided, - taught an1 inſtru 
ed: For /o m#2y as are the Sons of God, (faith Paul) are led by 
the Spirit of God ; and he that hath not the Spirit of Chriſt is 
woxe of his : and: this gave them an underitanding in the 
things of.God, even the Spirit of God ; For no man knows the 
a things of God, {ſaith Paul] bus by the Spirit. f God, 
PP through which he was made au able Miniſter of the New 
2. Teftament, not of the Letter, but of the Spirit which ' 
giveth life. Andhe Preached the everlaſting Goſpel, Chriſt 
the Power of God, the Word nigh in the heart, and ſaid, 
If our Goſpel be hid, it 3) hid from them that are loſt, in whom, 
[Mark] whom the God of the world [the Prince of the pou er 
of the Air, that wicked ſpirit, that worketh in the hearts of 
the children of diſobedience] hath blinded their minds, left the 
Light of the glorious Goſpel [Chrift Jeſus] ſhouid ſpine im, and 
»xto them; But God, who commandeth light to ſhine out of 
darkneſs, hath ſhined [Mark] in our hearts, to give us the 
knowledge of the Glory of God 1a the tace of Jeſus ; _ we 
ave 


2 © er. 13*5-, 


L 39]. | | 
have this treaſure in the Earthen veſſel, that vhe glory may be of 
God, 4nd wot of ws : lo the Saints Preached up Chriſt [the 
Werd ef Life, the Light, the Truth} within, and q  , ., 
faid, That which is is to be known of God, is manifeft i Cor. 12.7. 
in thew: and Pawl ſays, That the manifefation of the Tit. 2. 11. 
Spirit, #5 given 10 every man ts profit withall ; and the free Grate 
of God, faith he [Mark] :hat bringerh Salvation, hath appeared 
fo all men, reaching ms, that we denying ungodlineſs and worldly 
Iuſts, ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, im this preſent 
world, | | 1795 $i 

And the Saints, they witnefled their reconciliation, and 
were born again; they felt and knew that inthem- ip 
ſelves, of which they were born again, even Chrilt ',, © **3 
in them, the Seed incorruptible the Word of God, 
which lives andrabides for ever; by which they were begot- 
ten again unto God, and quickened by the Word of lite, ever 
they who were onee as dead ſtones,. were raiſed up as living 
Children unto Abraham; and ſo they came to taſte that the 
Lord was good and gracious; to tafte and handle | 
of the Word of Life, and to feed upon the Bread 
| of Life, and to drink of the Cup of Bleſſing, and fo by one 
Spirit were baptiſed intoone body, and'were madeto drink 
into one Spirit, wherein they worſhipped and ſerved the Lord 
God, and had Unity with the Lord, -n and through the Eter- 
nal Spirit, and Unity one with another, which united their 
_ unto each other,and unto-the Lord'God! over all,dlefſed 

or 'ever. -' TOS DAUO0 STTOTE WL I 


x Cor. '12- I 3. 
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-Ah, dear people | you in whoſe hearts there. is true deſires, 
and ſecret thirftings' after the living Gedj-- where-ever ye 
are ſcattered among the many Sefts. and Þeople, towards 
you doth, my ſoul, yea my tender 'ſvuf yearh Ind Rtreanrwith 

ve and good-will ; —— 1akesdear people,-doth 
my Soul travel in the womb'o tyounr 


Sypplication, that you might 
come 


| _- (49) | 
come to enjoy that which you are ſeeking after, and come to 


. poſſeſs rhar you are thriſting for, and tor your fakesmoſtly 
15 this written,. in tender bowels of unfeigned love and pity 
. to your ſouls. | ORE 

And dear people, you-that have true deliresin-you after 
«the Lord, and hath been' ſeeking of him, where you cannot 


*. +find him; and hath been running from Mouatain to Hill and 


from Hill to Mountain ; from one broken Ciſtern to another, 
.from one dead Form to another, but Kill are unſatisfied, and 
are ſenſible, that you ſtill [notwithſtanding your long profe« 
Mon and confeffien of Ged and Chriſt. in words,and notwith- 
ftanding your praCticing ſome.things that you read of;which 
the Saints once performed in obedience of the Spirit of Truth 


- which led them thereuntoJ want the feeling enjoyment of 


the: Love and ſweet Peace of God, and go groaning daily 
under the burden of the bondage of fin and-eorruption, -and 
defires to be ſet free therefrom. Oh, dear poogee! retire, re- 
zire with your minds inward, you who have been ſecking a 
God a far off, and hunting after the Lord without, retire to 
"within, and wait to know the Lord God near you, to know 
is pure Truth in your inward parts, his pure Spirit in you, 
to lead and guide you, to teach and inſtru you ; for Ged is 
9,0; y Nap his teachingsare ſpiritual; he muſt 
22.24 be knowninSpirit, worſhipped in Spirit and in 

Truth,not at the Mountain, neither at 7er»ſalem, 
not in this {et-Form, nor in the other Form, As /o here, and. 
Jotherebut in the Spirit is the Lord God known and worſhip- 
wy 2 by them who.are born of the Spirit : And ſothe 
iritualized people, -who are born oi the Spirit, and lives in 
the Spuit,an Are __—_ led by the Spirit of Truth, theſe 


arc: the pceuliar people who Worſhip the God. of Truth 


{who is a Spirit] in the Spirit andin the 'Truth ; and theſe 


-are acceptable Worſbippers with the Lord, who own no 


Worſhip 


TORO: 20." (41) 
Worfhip: but hisown which he teacheth his-peopſe by His 


_ Spirit.;; and they:that is: ignorant of the Spirit of Ged, they: 


are 1gnorant of the true- Worſhip of God: which is in the Sp1- 


' rit,; andalthough.ſueh may ſeem to Worſhip God,. yet their | 


Worſhup is not of God, nor. accepted with Ged. Tt is the 
purified Sons of Levy [who have paſſedthrough \,,., 
the fire, that are purged even as golds purged 


3 13 23 34; 


 andaryed,. andas filver istryed by him- {the Light of SFael] 


whois asa Refiners Fire, and like Fullers Sope] that. can 
offer unto God an Offering in Kighteouſneſs,. and their offer- 
ings is pleaſant unto the Lord ; but the poſſuted 1, FE 


| Sacrifices, the halt, the blind, and-the lame, is 


abomination unto the pure God ef purity, whe is Bleſſed; 
Bleſſed for evermore. | CAE: 

And dear Pcople, who have deſires in you after the Lord; 
towards you doth my bowels yearn, where ever-you are ſcats 
tered among the many Seas and _ this 1s a:tender invi- 


| tation nnto you that have been ſpending your mony for thar 


which is not bread, and your labour for that which hath nor 
yet ſatisfied your Souls, but ftill you are:a thirſty for wane 
of drink, and an hungry tor want of food. -Oh, dear people! 
retire inward, retireinward, hunt no fonger abroad, ruw-no 
longer from one broken Ciitern to-another ; wait no fomger 
at-the Wells that men have digged, draw.no longereat them, 
for ſtill you thirft again. But oh!: retire''to within, tur 
your minds inward; and wait co find and feel that in you; 
which you fo carefully (with ſorrow) hath, been: ſeeking; 
without you ; even to knaw F«cob's Well m you, which hk 
been dammed up with -Earth-by the uncireumcifed, whikfÞ 
00 have been hunting abroad ; rherefore turn your minds 
mward to feel the gift that Chriſt gives; the Water thathe' 
gives, ſaith Chriſt to the Waman of Sameris, "The STENT 
water which. I mill give thee, ſb«ll [Mark] bein thee © © 
x = « Well 


| (42) 
« Well of water ſpringing up unto Eternal life. So the Water 


that Chriſt gives, ic's within; therefore turn inward to his. 
pure gitt in your ewn-Hearts, to his pure Light in your own 


Conkciences, for that comes from him, and leads untehim 
(them that do it love, follow, and obey) the Fountain of 
| Kving Water, who farisfieth the thirſt ofthe thirſty, and feed- 
eth the hungry with:good things. ” | 
Fdirrafare retire inward in your minds, and come unto 
Mie ir 2s DI, and learn of -him who is meek and low in 
29, 30, _ theheart, towit, Chriſt im you, except ye be Repro- 
* fa. 55: 2,3. bates: hearken diligently unto bim,andeat ye that 
which is good, (no longer feed upon the husks) 
and let your ſouls delight themſelves in fatneſs : come uato 
Him, encline your ear, hear and your Soul ſhall live, and en- 


ter ito Covenant with him who will be your God, and you | 


Jhall be his people. 


Ando, dear people, it is not enough for any to have a _ 


profeſſion, and. atalk' of God and Chriſt in words, without 
the enjoyment and poſſeflion of him: -It is not enough to 
confeſs and believe that Chrift died at Jer»/alers for ſinners, 
and he hath done all for you, &s. for the drunkard and the 
{wearer wall ſay as muchas this, and make a confeſſion of 
Chrift-in words as many profefſors:do, who ſay, They are 
Jafbified by Chriſt, and he hath done all for them ; and yet they 
are ſtill 1n their ſins, in the = covetouſneſs, vanity, pomp, 
and vain glory of the world, in it's vain cuftoms; inventions, 
and traditions, '{eekigg and loving it's honour and reſpect, 
Reking and loving the praiſe of -men more. then the praiſe 
of . But, dear people, it is not enoughto confeſs Chriſt 
without, and fay you believe in him, &«. except you come 
to know. him made manifeſt in you to deſtroy the works of 
the Devil ; for your-profeſſing and confeſſing of Chrift dying 
af Jeruſalem, &e.” doth net cleanſe your Hearts, nor anftifie 


your. 


©. 
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"Four Souls, nor purge your C alciences from dead works, ts 


[43] 


ſerve the living God in.newnelſs of life;” but ſtillyeu ſee you 


arc Bond-ſlaves unto fin and corruption, and led captive with 


the luſts and defires: of your own hearts; and it will be {6 

dear people, until you'turn. your minds inward, to the pure 
light of Chriſt ini you, that doth diſcover the ſin aad corrup- 
tion of your'own hearts ; and as you' come'to believe in that, 


to love and. follow'that, . you will come to feel and find the 


working out'ef the old leaven of fin, iniquity and*corrup- 
tion, and working yow into its nature, and 1o' come to fee, 
and feel, and witneſs; not only atalk of it, but. your Regenera- 


tion wrought by Chriſt in you, the Immertal Word, tobeborm 


againof it, the 'Seed incorruptible, "which muſt be known 
within, to bruiſethe Serpents head, the godf the world; the 
wicked ſpirit that leads man into fin, whick hath-been ex- 
alted in the heart of man, arid: hath been Lord,. Head; and 
King there ; -and the holy Seed, the pure life,. that hath ſuf- 
fered, that hath been oppreſled, even as 'a Cart is oppreſſed 
with ſheaves, that hath been pierced, wounded and cruci- 
fied, the Juſt hath ſuffered for the-Unjuſt; he hath long been 
a man of forrows,and largely acquainted with grief; he hath 
been {mitten, 'and thou haſt eſteemed himnot;;: butoh 1: he 
hath been wounded for, and by thy tranſgreſſions; and bruif 


ed by, and for thy iniquities; he hath born'thy iniquity, 


whilft thou like a ſheep haſt gone aſtray, and followed ithy 


own way. | by © Bb Þ OR: 197 IRE ION 
But oh ! now retura unto' the: good 'Shepherd, who lays 
down his life for hisSheep, and pathereth the ſcattered into 


the fold of Reſt, where he feeds'them, and-cauferhthem to 


lie down in the freſh Paſtures'of life, where nonecarnimake_ 
them afraid ; and feed, and ſupwith him, xwho is/their daily 
Bread, their-Life, theirReſt, their Joy andiDelight.}/'-*; 54: 
So dear poople , whoſe deſiresare afterthe Lord; :buvare 
CE. F 2 ſeeking 


” 
not, OO one. 
- wed 


Ca) E 
"ſhelting> for-Salvatien;, wat a\Godafarof, Tbeſtech-yor 
'toreturninward; (becauſe Lfervently. defire that-your: Souls 
mightcometo taſte of the love.and: ſweet peace of my-God, 
- whick is that: which, would ſatisfie your Souls) and'to take 
-heed to that in your hearts, which as.light ſhineth in-a dark. 
-place, diſcevering unto you the deeds.of darkneſs, and the 
___ _ werksof the-night. to be-evil;. and fear not that 
' ſt: will deceive ye,: for it is the-ſure wordof Pro- 
phecy, unto . which. you do well to take heed, untibthe day 
dawn-in your hearts, and light ſhine- outof darkneſs, and 
- wholly. extinguiſh the night ; and give no heed to them who 
ſpeak evil of the. way of the Lord, and count Truth te be 
error, and Light darkneſs; even as the profelling 7 evs, they 

- boalted of Moſes, andof the. Law, and: of the Prophets, but 
awhen he.w hom. Moſes and the Prophets propheſied-of, whom 
- {the Law did figure out, who. fulfills the Law, who was the 
life of . Moſes and the Prophets, tre came:unto them, but they 
"Mar. 9 ag. Dated himyand.laid We Kyow that God ſpeke by Mo- 
be 8. 4, 3. ſen, but as for this fellow. we know norwhence he 5s ; he 
ther2.24 1! 55 « (ilpttoner, aWine-bibber, a friend to Pablicays 
Þ: 13 1% end Sinners. ; he through Beelzebub rhe Prince of De- 
wilt doth caft out Devils, &c, And truly I inay fay, (not out 
-of a prejudiced mind of : Enmity towards any, for my Soul 
bears love and geod-will towards all men) that-it is (as it 
were) the ſamenow with many. of the Profeffors in this age, 
who (as the Jews made a large boaſt and profeſſion of Moſes, 
the Law, and the Prophets,- and hated him the lifeof ther) 
doth make alarge boaſt of Chriſt in words, and of his dying 
at Jers/alem, (which I believe he did, according as the Scrip- 
ture. teſtific). and that he hath done all for them, and if they 
caoþut believe it, that is enough, &c. ' And yet whileſt they 
are thus profeſiing him in-words, behold many of them are 
-- encinies to his Life, andſo enemies to him whom they wall 
. - Ol, 
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of who:is: the: Word: that ak the beginning, jn. whom 
was life, and his.life is the light of men's The tree 
light,. faith John, that lighteth: every max that cometh 
into the world ; vwehich the Prafeſſors ſay is a natural light ; 
that vvhich convinceth vvicked men. of-ſin' in their avyva 
hearts,and judgeth them for evil doing; it is anatural light ſay 
* the Profeſſors, -and ſe.cail the life ofthe Word, vvhich is the 
light of men natural ; :t'sa natural conſciencefay ſome, it's 
an inſufficient light, it's a common grace, &c. ſo common 
it is indeed, that (as Paul ſays).it hath appeared unto - 
all men, even that | —— brings Salvation: nay,. 
ſome blaſphemouſlly vvill preſume to ſay, it's a ſpirit efdeluws 
fion, a ſpiritef exrour; and theſe are under the 
vyo, vyho call the I ruth.errous, and the Light 
darkneſs, and the Good evil ; and. theſe one.day 
ſhall knovv their blalphemy, and their. vvords ſhall become 
their burden ; and theſe are in great- darkneſs. and ignorance 
indeed, thick darkneſs fills their habitation, ;even thedark.. 
neſs of Egvpt, that. may be felt ; and it. is hard. indeed for 
ſuch to be brought1ato the pure light and unchangable Truth - 
of God ; although vvith the Lord, God Almighty.nothing is 
impoſſible ; and thele like the Scribes and Phariſees, vyho, . 
although they profeſſed God in vvords, and ſaid, _ 
they had one Father evet. Ged, .ſoughtto ſhut.up* tg 
the Kingdom of Heaven from men, and.vvonld neither.enter 
in themſvlves, nor ſuffer them that vvould<.:and'ſo: theſe; | 
vyhile they profeſs Chriſt in vvords, they ſpeak evil of his 
Light and Truth, and vvill-neither ovvn it themſelves, -nor 
ſuffer (as much as in them lie) them that vyould ; but cryes 
out, take heed, bevvare of the light the Quakers prate of, it 
is darkneſs, ſay they, it vvill deceive you, anddeludeyou, and 
lead you into Errour, &c. But let all people knovy, the lis 
Gvvhick the people of God, called. Quakers, ſpeak of, and: in 
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*bovvels of love dire& peoples minds unto) 15 the life of the 
Word, vvhich is Immortal, Eternal, Permanent, 
Divine, and Immutable, and not Natural. 
Thou, vvhoever thou art, and vvhatever by men thou art 
accounted of, ' that doth 'make a large 'profefiion - of God, 
Chriſt, and the Scriptures of Truth 1n vvords, and doth hate, 
and ſpeak evil of the* Light, the true Light, that lighteth 
every man that cameth intothe. world, thou art a hater of 
God and of Chriſt, and art of Antichriſt, againſt Chriſt ; al- 
though thou profeſſeſt him in words, and fayit thou art ſaved 
by him, and juftified'by him, &c. yet if thou hateſt his tight 
4n thy own Conſcience, which doth check thee for evil doing, 
and prick thee ſor thy fins in ſecret, thou art in enmity to 
him, and condemned by the. Light, and not juſtified ; and 
thy confeſſion of Chriſt in words will not ſave thee from his 
Righteous Condemnation, vvhilft* thou hareſt his purelight 
in thy-Conſcience, and thy profeſſion is for the fire, and un- 
to the Light thou muſt come before thou canſt find true 
-peace with the Lord God. Yea, whatever thou art, who 
art climed, and a climing up in thy 3maginations, and a ſear- 
ing up aloft with the god of the world, (the Prince of the 
power of the Air) above'the Light (the Door into the fold) 
ftriving to'-enter into the fold, and not by the 
Door, (to wit) the Light, thou art the Thief 
-and Robber;who runs before Chriſt, the Light, the Door in- 
10. the Fold, and thou muft- come down ; 'come down, to 
that whichappearsa ſmall thing in thy eye,” (who art ſwelld 
big in thy fleſhly wiſdom,” from which the things of Gods 
| Kingdom is' hid) even to that which thou 
bed wth TY counts a fooiiſh thing, a weak, a poor thing, 
123-50. 3. not worth the minding or heeding ; but this is 
2 « - "it (the fooliſh-thing inthy eye} that is to con- 
found thy wiſdom, and turn it wato foolſhnefs, "that ſotheu 
becoming 
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R 47) 
beeoming a fool, may be mace wiſe in it : This is the weak 
thing, inthy eye, which is ro_confound thy ſtrength, and 
make thee weak,that thou mayſt be ſtrong in it,and the poor 
thing in thy eye, which isto rob thee of all thy Riches, that 
thou becoming poor, 1n it may be made Rich; ſo where is 
the Wiſe, the Rabbi, tie Scribe, the Diſputer of this world ? 
Hath not God made fooliſh the Wiſdom of this world ? for 
the world by wiſdom knows not God ; and fo the boaſter is - 
excluded, that God may have the Glory, and all fleſh abaſed, 
ang ſilent before him, who of God is made unto his Saints, 
that love his Light, and are led by his Spirit, - Wiſdom, 
Strength, Power, Righteouſneſs, Juſtification :and Redemp- 
tion, who have the heavenly Treaſure in the Earthen veſſel, 


. thar the glory may beof God, who is worthy of all Glory 


and Praiſe for ever. . 

So heed nor. (dear people, you who have any defire in you 
after the Lord) what this.man, or the other, ſaith of the 
Light ; but love the Light, and take -heed unto xt, . Joh 
for that which judges and eondems fin in you, which - 146 athens 
is that which ſeperates you from the Lord, and hinders your 
peace With the Lord, ,and is the cauſe of your hurden and for-" 
row; this you-ſhall not -need to fear will -delude.you ; [That is 
a ſpirit of deJuſzon, that leads into ſin and evi, bewareot that; 
but that which reproves you for evil in your own hearts, and 
manifeſts the deeds of darkneſs, . take heed unto 
it, for that is the Light that doth make manifeſt. 
darkneſs; that which is reprovable is made mamifeſt by the 
Light ; for whatever makes maniteſt, 1s Light,and'that will 
not onely-make manifeſt the {in.and evil, but.as you come to 
turn your minds in, unto it,-and love, and follow 'it, it will 
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| fave you from your ſins, and redeem .your winds and ſouls 


unto God ; for who receive his Light, his pure Grace in them, 
they receive power through it to. become the Sons of ”_ : 
or 


Md; 
for through his Grace doth he manifeſt his power in thern 
that belicve-in the Light, to the drawing of their hearts and 
minds: out: of -the ungodlineſs and wor/aly luſts, and to the 
teaching-of them to live ſoberly, and righteouſly, and godly 
in this preſent world ; and thus the tree Grace of God bring= 
eth Salvation to their Souls. And ſodear people, thus you, 
who come te believe in the Light, to love and obey the Light 
4n your own Conſciences, will cometo feel and witneſs the 
work of the Eord God in your hearts, the working and oppe« 
zation of the Word ot Life, tothe caftingout of the Bond. 
woman and her Son, which 1s not to inherit; to the binding 
of the ſtrong man, and oafting of himout.; yea, the Old man 
; with his deeds is to be-put off, and you renewed 
_— 22 inthe ſpiritof your minds, andthe new Man is to: 
| ' beputon, who after God, is created in Righteouſ: 
 meſ5and true Holineſs, to put him on, and'to bring him forth 
-befaxe all men, the only begotten Son of God, who is ful of 
Grace and 'Truth, Mercy and-Love, Pity and Compaſſion, 
Purity and Holineſs, and Good-will towards all, who loveth 
Enemies and doth good to them that hate him, &c. | 
So coming to the Light, Chriſt Jeſus, you come to the Sub. 
ance, ts him, in whom the Figures, Types, and.Shad- 
dowsendin, and ſo come to witneſs himiin you, who fulfils 
all-Righteouſneſs; he who is the end of the Law for ® ighteouſe. 
neſs ſake, unto them that-believe in him; andto 
'Col, 31151 be Circumciſed in him, with the Circumciſion 
made without hands, by the putting off the body of the ſins 
efthe fleſh by the Circumciſion of Chriſt, which the outward: 
Cireumciſion'was a figure of; and to witneſs the Baptiſm of 
Cheiſt, which is with the Holy Ghoſt and fire, "which Jobs's 
Baptifm with water- outward, was a true figure of; and he 
bore Teſtimony unto Chriſt, the Light of the world, who ſaid, 
T ouſt decreaſe,but he muſt increaſe... Iindeed baptiſe you with water, 
| . but 
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'but he (Chriſt Jeſus, whowss £49 me ) ſhg!l baptiſe you with the 
Holy Ghoſt and with Fire ; whoſe fan is in his hand, and he ſhall 

throughlypurge his floor ; the Wheat he ſhall gather into his Garner,” 
but the chaff he will burn upwith — So the outward 

water was but a type, the outward waſhing a typeof the in- 

ward waſhing, and-inward cleanſing, and inward purging, 

and purifying by the Water of Life, or the Blood of Jeſus, thar 

cleanſeth fromall fin, which is felt thus to work in them who 

believein the Light, and walk in the-:Light ; and chey come 

to know that begotten in-them, that feeds upon the fleſh of 
Chrift, which is the living Bread, upon which the living Soul 

ſeeds, -and is the Subſtance which the Bread and Wine out- 

ward did figure out ; which the Manna (that Gad gave the 

Iſrael of old in the Wilderneſs)was a pure type of the heaven- 

ly Manna, the living Bread, vvhich the birth that is born of 
God feeds upon, and lives thereby, and grows up into Eter« 

gal lite. 

The day of gathering is come, wherein the Lord God of 
everlaſting bowels of Compaſſion is a gathering the deſperſed, 
and ſeeking that which was loſt, and bringing 
tack that which wasdriven away,and healing that F** 34 12 
which was fiek, and binding up that which was * © ?” 
broken ; but the firong and the fat he is feeding with Judg- 
ment. The Lord 15a gathering people aut of the-Forms, 
Shels, -and Shadows, wherein many have long ſtuck, and is 
bringing of them to the Subſlagee ad life it ſelf, our of the 
many SeCts, and heaps, and divers ways, into the one pure 
path, into the one way of Life, Light, Peace, Truth, and 
Righteouſneſs, who by the one Spirit, hath, 
us is-baptiſing them who believe in the Light) 
into the one body, wherein the unity, the onenefs, and the 
fellowſhip is witneſſed ; bleſſed be his Name. | 

The way of the Lord 1s = and Righteous, and _—_ 

abls 
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Jobn 14; 6, Able; 7 «n'the Way tht Truth,aud the Life faith Chrift, 
Rom, 10. 8 the immortal Word, which (ſaith Paul) is nigh in the 
John 12. 46. heart, to be obeyed and done: This ishe, the Light, 
racks Ons the Salvation of Ged,vthe true Light,that lighteth 
every man that commeth inte the wor/a ; who ſaith, Nore 
can come «nto the Father, but by me :. I am come a Lieht- into the 

-world, (faith Chrift) hat whoſorver believe in we ſhall not abide 

- in darkneſs, but ſball have the light of life. Therefore,dear peo- 
ple, love the Light, and believe in the Light, while ye have. 
the Light, that ſo you may become children. of the Light, 
and become heirs ef an Inheritance incorruptible, that will 
never fade away :- There is no obtaining the Crown but 

through the Croſs, and-this you will. come to know, who. 

.___ cometolovethe Light, and tobe taught of him, 

441-29, andtolearnof him whois meek and.low in heart, 
aud 20, 38, and-tofollow hm in. the ſtrait and narrow way 

© that leads tolife, which few there be that find it, 
and walk therein :. He that will be my Diſciple, ſaith Chriſt, 
rnſt deny himſelf, aud take up his day.y Croſs and follow me. This 
you will come tofeel and: witneſs, if you be followers of the. 

Light, a dayly denying of ſelf you will know, a denying of 

your owr wills, your ors deſires, your ow# thoughts, your 

own affe&tions, your,own words and works, your ova wildom 
and righteouſneſs, and: a daily taking up the Croſs, an hour- 
ly living in the Croſs ;. through whieh you muft come to be. 

Phils. 14 crucified tothe World, its. Vanity, its Pomp, Paſ- 

_ _- timeand Pleaſures, Sihsand Intquities,vain Words, 
Works, Faſhions Cuftoms, Inventions and Traditions; ſo 
coming to be crucified with Chriſt unto the world, and to be 
Baptiſed into death with him unto fin, you will :come to live 
with him unto God in the life of Righteouſneſs ; in whom 
(then) you will find that Reft, Satisfation, Joy, Comfort 
and Peace which no man cas give unto you. + 
T | J0 
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 $s, dear people, who are feking and deſiring after the 
Lord God, to find peace and comfort to your ſouls, this I 
leave with you; fleenot from that which doth judgyou in 
your own hearts for fin andevil, and bring trouble upon 
you, and forrow upon you, and woundeth and pierceth you 
in ſecret, becauſe of Tranſgreſſion : I ſay, love that, flee not 
from it; for oh dear people | how many is there, that whea 
they have been judged by Gods pure light in their hearts for 
their ſins, when trouble, and ſorrovv, and diſtreſs, hath 
ſeized on them, becauſe of their fins, vvuhich Gods Witneſs 
hath ſet.in order before their eyes ; then have they run unto 
vain helps, and run unto man for help, even to theſe that 
could not ſpeak a vvord in ſeaſonts them, but have daubed 
them up vvith untempered Morter, and have endeavored to 
heal their vvound deceitfully, and have preached Peace to 
that vvhich is for judgment, and ſo thereby they have gotten 
ſome kind of fſatisfaftion for a time, until the Lord vvound- 
cd them again withthe Sword of his Righteous Judgments, & 
then their ſeeming . reſt fled away as ſmcak before the wind, 
and ſcrrow & trouble tcok hold on them again;as pain on a 
Weman in travel; and then they have run again unto that 
which could not remove the very cauſe of their trouble and 
forrow; they have run to the Scriptures of Truth, and 
therein have found a promiſe, and this they have applied to 
themſelves, for to get peace and reſt thereby ; when, alas 
poor hearts, they have not been in that ſtate and condition 
which that promiſe (which they applied to themſelves) was 
unto, and ſo not for them; and then they have read what 
the Saints once did and performed, and they ſet themſelves 
to do the like, andto imitate thera; and ſo hereby for atime 
they have gotten ſome ſatisfaftion, ſome kind of reſt and 
peace, until the Lord God did thunder again with: Dread, 
and uttered his Yoice with Terror, which cauſed the Earth 
G 2 to 
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to tzemble, and their ASE to fal, and then diffolation: 
came upon them again, and their Fig-leave garment came 
to be rent, and their wound greater then ever it was before; 
and thus they have run from .Moungain to Hill, from one 
Phyfitian to another for healing, but they were unto them 
as Phyſitians of:no vaJue ; for none of them could rightly 
heal their wounds, until at laſt, they ſaid in their hearts, 
The wil {cef np more wnto man, for vain « the help of man : Buy, 
we will return unto the Lord God whe hath wounded us, 
and he. will heat us ; who hath broken us in ,peices, and he 
will bind us,up;and ſo returning to the light of Chriſt Jeſus in 
their' own hearts, (with which the Lord hath, wounded them 
for. their fins, and brought trouble and ſorrow upon them for 
their iniquities, waiting therein in patience, upon the. Lord, 
God; inthe way of his Righteous Judgments, which was 
ſetup in their hearts) they came to feel, through their belie- 
ving m the Light, and loving the Light by which they were 
wounded for fin, the cauſe of. their ſorrow, and trouble and 
wounds, taken away by the Blood of Jeſus, which is his life, 
which they came to feel im them, cleanſing of them from . 
their ſins, and waſhing of them away ; and ſo the very cauſe. 
of their wound deing taken away, and the corruption purg- 
ed out ; then he, the tender, =—_ compaſſiqnate. God of 
Mercy, that in mercy towards them had wounded them, 
healed them with the ſweet Oyl of joy, peace, and gladneſs; 
and now theſe that vvere mourners do rejoyce; _ and they 
that vvere heavy hearted are made glad ; and beauty is g1- 
ven them for aſhes, and the oyl of joy for mourning ; the. 

arment of praiſe,for the ſpirit of heavineſs ; andare become 
Frees of Righteouſneſs, the Lords own planting, bringing 
forth fruit to his glory and praiſe, vvho hath thus ſet them 
lacs. $24.9, IE fromtheir ſorrovy and trouble. Theſe can. 
oo 1." ay, Good it io wait apon the LordGod is the 
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way of his Judgments. Lo kde #4 the Loyd whom we have waited" 
for, this is our God, we have waited for him; come let us rejoyce - 
in his Salvation wherewith he hath {aved ms; be hath redeemed us- 
out of the horrible Pit, out of the miry clay hath he brought us, 
91d ſet our teet upon a Rock, and doth eftabliſh our geings ; who 
fileth our Squls with the fatneſs of his houſe, and. - ws to - 
drink of the River of his Pleaſare, and to ſuck and be ſatisfied with - 
the Conſolation .of the Breſt, and to milk out, and be delighted in 
the abnwundance of the ſweetneſs of its vertue. Oh what | what 
fhall we render unto the. Lord, unto the Lord our God for - 
his benefits ? oh!what ſhall we render unto him for his Mer- 
cies? what ſhall-werender unto him for his loving kindneſs ? 
Oh! letus take the Cup of his. Salvation, and drink thereof 
abundantly ; and in the ftrength'of the vigour of its vertue, 
let us, in the meckneſs. of our hearts, and in the lowli- 
neſs and contriteneſs of our Souls, praiſe, praiſe, the Name 
of the Lord.our God; who is-worthy of all Glory and Praiſe, 
for ever, and for evermore. p 

A few words more unto you, dear people, who defire more 
aftcr the love and peace of Gad, then. the glory and pleaſures 
of the wor!d.. Dear people, take heed upto that which dif- 
covers unto you what are your thoughts, whether they be. 
good or evil”; for that is it which muft- redeem your minds - 
unto God ; and wait to come to kngw it to be a ftay to your 
minds, and a ftopto your thoughts, and. a bridle to your 
tongues, and to cauſe awateh before your mouth, and to raiſe. 
« holy fear in your hearts of offending the Righteous God of 

Righteouſneſs, in thought, in word, in deed. . | | 
And dear people, who have ſo much depended and relied - 
upon man for teaching,retire you with your minds:inward,to 
the manifeſtation of the Spirit of God in your own hearts,and: 
wait in it to come to know the Lord God to be your Teacher ; 
that if you ſhould be ſeparated. from theſe that have. been. 
| your-: 
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your Teachers, and put into a Hole, a Dungeon, or Caveof 
the Earth for your Conſciences towards God, and ſo be ſepa- 
rated from all your teaching outward, you may then feel, 
find and witneſs the Lord to teach you, to iaſtru& you,coun- 
"ſel anddire&t you, comfort and refreſh you, even by his pure 
Eternal Spirit in you; for all the children of the Lord, ſhall 
be taught of the Lord, and eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs, and 
great {hall be their peace in the God of their Salvation, unto 
whom, unto whom be glory, glory, honour and praiſe 
for ever, and evermore; tar he 1s vvorthy, heis vvorths,, 
vvorthy faith my ſoul, unto whom be glory in the higheſt. 

Amen. x". | | 
So, dear people, for your ſakes moſtly was theſe foregaing 
lines written, 1n obedience to the tender ſpirit of love in my 
heart, vvhich drew-me thereunto; and ia tender unfeigned 
love, and pure .good-will to your ſouls, vwho have had,- and 
ſtill have true defires in your hearts after che Lord, and have 
been, and till are thirking and hungering after the vvay of 
'Truth and Righteouſneſs, and have been, and till are ſeck- 
ingand hunting among the husks, ſhells, and ſhadows, for to 
| find the ſubſtance, but ſtill fail of your-expeQation, and can- 
not find true and perfeCt ſatisfaction, but ſecretly in your 
hearts are panting and thirſting after the living vvater, and 
are vveary of feeding upon the husks, and beginto ſay (with- 
in your ſelves) to cach other, Come, vve have been long 
vyandering abroad, hunting after the Lordafar off, ſeeking 
of him in this Form, and in the other Form, running from 
Mountain to Hill, trom one Man to another, to enquire for 
him vvhom our Souls long for; but vve Kill vvant the true 
enjoyment ofhim: And although man hath told us vve ſhould 
find him there in this Way, and in the other Way ; in this 
Form, .and in the other Form; 1n this Ordinance, and the 
other Ordinance; wherein we have been toſſed about, and 
$ turned 
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turned from ene broken Ciera to another, but ſtiff ws want- 
true ſatisfaction for our ſouls, for we want the true enjoy- 
ment of the aſſurance of the Love and Peace of God :- 
wherefore, come let us no longer hunt abroad, nor run any 
longer from one man to another. Butoh!' come let us retire. 
our minds inward, and in illneſs and quietneſs, in ſollid- 
neſs and ſeriouſneſs let us wait upon the Lord, and he him - 
ſelf will ceach us of his wayes, and lead us inco the path of 
Righteouſneſs, where we ſhall meet him whom our ſouls. 
hath long panted after, even as the Hart panteth after the wa- 
ter Brooks; wherefore let us wait upon the Lord,for the Lord 
is'good to the man that waiteth for him, to the 
Soul that ſecketh him. Therefore, come let us 
both hope, and quietly (without hunting any more abroad) 
wait to find and feel in our ſelves the ſalvation of the Lord, 
that ſo we may 18-truth come to had, and to ſay, He iscome, 
he is come, and made maniteſt in us, whom our ſouls longed 
after; and behold his reward is with him,even joy, comfort, 
peace, reſt, and ſatisfaction to-our ſouls. Lo, this is the Lord, - 
we have waited for him :. Lo,this is our God whom vve have 
vvaited for ; novv let usrejoyce, and be glad in his ſalyation, 
and praiſe his Eternal Name. I ſay, dear people, tovvards 
you 15 the opening and yearning of my bovvels,in the caſting 
of this my Mite amongſt you, inthe meekneſs and humility 
of my ſoul, and the God oft Heaven (for his ovvn Secd fake) 
make it a ſervice of good to you.. 

And then vvill the onely end of my ſoul herein be anſvver 
ed thereby. vvho am yout friend, and one vvho deſires that 
you of the barren mountains may be gathered, and brought. 
dovvn into the lovv valley, into the freſh paſtures of life, 


Lam 3-25 26. 


' Vyhere you may feed vvith Gods Babes and Lambs, and lie. 


dovvn in the fold of reſt and peace, that you might find bread- 


in your own houſes, and vvater in your ciſterns, the oyl in. 
| the.. 
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"the Cruſe that vvill not fail, but vvill fatisfie your ſouls in 
drought, and make fat your bones, that you might beeome 
" like a vvatered garden, and like a ſpring of ' vvater, Whofe 

-vvaters fail not. 1 

Take this as a Salutation of the love and good-yvill ofmy 
ſoul to you, vvhoam a friend to all people ; one that ovvns' 
- and Jefires to tender, nouriſh 8 ſtrengthen the leaſt appear- 
ance of God in any.; A lover of honeſty and wpright- 
neſsin vvhomſoever 1 find it; but a hater of hypocrifie and 
deceit: A Traveller in the vvomb of ſupplication for the 
reſtoring and gathering in of the ſcattered ſheep, and bring- 
ing home the.diſpierced of he Fold, that alt may knovv 
one ſheep-fold, and one ſhepherd. 


Frem one of the leaſt amongſt many of the choſen Gene: 
ration and peculiar people of God, (called Quakers) 
'yvhole cxrthen-veſlel is knovv by this Name, 
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Poltſcrizt. 


Ear People, you in whoſe heayts there is ſome tenderneſs 
and conſcienciouſneſs towards the Lord God, if you, becauſe 
of by-ends, and ſelf-intereſts, ani through letting in (by your. 
regency and conſulting with fleſh and blood) the laviſh fear of 
man (whoſe breath is in his Noitrils, andcan but (if by God per- 
mitted) kill the body) doth conſent, and condeſcend thereby ( for 
to ſave your ſelves from, or ont of ſufferings, either by boay or 
eftate) to do and joyw with that which you are really perſwaded in 
your hearts is quite contrary to the mind and will of God, and fo 
knows it to be evil, and alſo contrary ts your own Comſciences ; here- 
by.in lo doing, you may engage the Lord God againſt you, (in your 
fearins man more then God) and come 10 looſe your tenderneſs 
and conſcienciouſneſs to God-ward, and ſo hardneſs of heart may 
come upon 104, and o you wholly die and wither away (45 to all tew- 
yr and conſcienciou[neſs towards God) even as graſs upon the 
houſe top. But you dear people, in whom there is tenderneſs end 
conſcienciouſneſs towards the Lord God, if you be faithful tothe 
Lord in your not joyning with, nor conſenting to do the thing 
( for any by-ends, or private intereſts whatſcever, although is be 
ſer up and rollerated, and compelled to be done Ly a Lw from man) 
which you are in your hearts truly and really gr nn i evil, and 
contrary tn the mind and will of God, aud alſo contrary ts your 
own Conſciences ; but rather are willing to expoſe your ſelves to 
ſuffer whatever the Lord God of Almighty power, and everlaſting 
ſtrength, (before whoſe Eterncl Almightineſs, and Everlaſting 
Powerfulneſs, all the ſlrength, and power of the Arm of fleſh, is 
even like a puff of ſmoak before a mighty wind)ſball ſuffer man,who 
ro day #5,- and 10 morrow i not ) to inflict upon you ; you hereby will 
H even 


even engage the Lord God of everlaſting bowels, of influite com- 


paſſion, (who is and will be a ftrength to the poor, feeble, weak aud 
needy, ſhadow unto them from the heat, a refuge unto them from 
the florm, whey the blaſt of the terrible One come upon them like an 
overflowing flood) to ſtand for you, and to help you in your need, 
«1d in your greateſt ſtraights ;when you (as Peter) are reaay to cry, 
Help, Lord, I ſink; to appear to and for you in the greateſt mea- 
ſure of hu love, who right well knows what you have need of, to mi- 
nifter flrength unto you propertionable to your tryals : And hereby 
dear people 10ur tenderneſs and conſcientiouſneſs may dayly increaſe, 
and you come to make conſcience of that which you have not made 
conſcience of., and thew you may come to find and witneſs that this 
day of tryals,ſufferings and tribulations is « bleſſed day to you, an 

Purneth (through the mercy and loving kindneſs of the Lord towards 
you) for your good, fo that you may come to bleſs and praiſe his 
name for it, unto whom be pm and glory for evermore; But 4 


woful day to Hypocrites, who hath gotten on a garment of profeſſion 


of God and Chriſt, 8&c for a cloak to cover their unrighteouſweſs 


and atceit , an unwelcome day to them, a terrible day to them, for it 


will ſtain their crowns, and mar their beauty, and ſubdue their 
ſtrength, and ſlay their power, and pull down their ftrong holds, rip 
off their ſbeeps cloathing, pull down their gay Tombs and painted Se: 
pulchres, and their rottenneſs ſtink, and nakedne/s will appear. 
Sobe it, ſo beit, Amen ſaith my ſoul. 


For 
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For Friends of Truth in the Town.of Yarwouth. 


ted in his endleſs unchangeable Love; even in his 
making known, and manifeſting in and unto your 
fouls his pure pretious Truth, whereof he hath- in meaſure 


])Y' Priends, whom the Lord God Almighty hath viſt. 


- made you pertakers,with his dear Children and Witneſſes of, 


in your meaſures, bleſſed be his Name, who hath raiſed you 
up to bear a Teſtimony for him and his Truth which _ 
profeſs ; who alſo hath inabled you through the power of his 
Love thereunto, 1n this the day of your tryal in that great 
Town. Andmy dear Friends,my ſoulearneſtly deſires that 
you all may dwell and abide, in the remembrance and living 
tence of the loving-kindneſs of the Lord towards you, in his 
freely making known his Truth unto you, that indeed the 
ſence of his Love, may bind your hearts and fouls to be faith- 
full unto the Lord, and his truth which you profeſs, in ſtill 
bearing your Teſtimony tor the ſame, in this the day of tryal, 
ſtanding as noble faithfu]l witneſles for the Truth, every one 
of you in your meaſures, amongſt that bard hearted and 
crooked Generation, in the midſt of whom my dear friends, 
you in the Light may ſhine as Lights, in the blamleſsLife, 
and unreproveable Converſation, even to the praiſe of the 
Lord God, and to the honour of his truth which you pro- 
fels. 

Now, dear friends, the Lord hath cauſed you hitherto, to 
bear a teſtimony for him, and againſt that wicked ſpirit of 
Perſecution, which w ould limit the Lord in his people ; 1n 
this particuler fix in your meeting and aſſembling your ſelves 
together in his fear, to wait upon him, and to worſhip him 
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in ſpirit and in truth, though it hath been though Sufferings, 
And dear friends, in the meekneſs of love unfeigned ; I Cry 
unte you;ſaying, oh,do not grow faint, nor weary of bearing 
your teſtimony ſtill for the truth and worſhip of God,in your 
meeting. together in his. name ; for dear Friends, .wherein 
can we (in one particular exerciſe of the ſpirit of truth) bear 
a larger teſtimony ſor the truth, then in our meeting and 
aſſembling our ſelves together in the truth, tro worſhip the 

. Godot truth, in the ſpirit of truth, ſceing that this 1s the 
* thing (above'many) which the wicked ſpirit of perſecution, 
doth ſo eagerly, and ſo highly oppoſe, and fo eaneſtly ſeek, 
and ſo greatly indeavour, to deprive us of, and confine us 
from; wherefore dear Friends, I cannot but in the Love and 
Zeal of the truth, exhort you all, not to negleCt meeting toge- | 
ther in the fear of God, ſo long as the Lord permit you Lt- 
berty ſo to do. 

And oh, let not the ſmalneſs of your aumber (you little 
Flock, who are hated and rejefted by the world) be any dil- 
couragement to you in this matter ; but oh, rather be you ' 
incouraged thereby, inthe ſtrength of the Lord, in love to 
his truth, to bear up your teſtimony, (in that great 'Town, in 
the midſt of ſo many Perſecutors) taithfully in your meaſures, 
eventothe honeur of the Lord & histruch. My dear friends, 
let me ſay again, negleCt not meeting together, through gi- 
ving way tothe {lothtul careleſs ſpirit, or through lecting in 
the fear of mas into your hearts, for indeed,my dear friends, 
although you be a poor ſmall Remnant, for whom my ſoul 
travelleth with the Lord for your preſervation, yet behold; 
as you keep your meetings in the fear and name of the Lord, 
you will feel and injoy his living preſence in and amengſt 

ou,whicl will make your meetings profitable unto you, 

And dear Babes, in ſtillneſs, quietneſs, in peace, patience, 
. and gontentedneſs poſleſs your ſouls, in the dominion of 
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truth to reign over all thoſe thoughts, reaſunings and con- 
fultings, which the Enemy of your ſouls would infuſe into 
your minds, whereby he would raiſe trouble and tumult in 
your hearts, and bring faintneſs and weakneſs upon you. 
And dear Friends, lend not an ear toliſten after the rumours 
and reports of the world, nor heed not the boaſting of the 
wicked,neither regard the threatning of truths Enemies; but 
dear Babes, coatinually lend an ear untothe Lord, and hear- 
kenyou unto his Counſel, and have continual regard unto 
him in your hearts, and wait to feel his preſenee wth you 
continually, and know your unity with him ; andevery per- 
ticular one feel and find in-your ſelves, that the Lord God al- 
mighty is on-your ſides ; and then, my dear Friends, you 
need not matter who are againſt you,it the Lord be for you; 
ſo dear Lambs, befaithful xo the Lord, and to his truth ia 
your meaſures ; and be not D.ſcouraged nor Danted,(through 
the ſence of the rage, wroth and bitterneſs of your Enemijes, 
and through the feeling of your own weakneſs and feebleneſs) 
but truſt yein the Lord, and hope ye in his tender bowels, 
which are opened with groanings of compafiion towards 
his poor afflicted ſuffering people, whois, and yes will be, a 
ſtrength to the poor and needy, a-retuge unto them from the 
ſtorm, and a ſhadow unto them from the heat, a helper in 
the time of need, a Deliverer out of trouble in the greateſt 
ſraits; who will appear to help his helple ones, whe have 
no other helper bur the Lord. 

So, the Lord God almighty be with you, and gird up your 
loins with Courage, Boldneſs, Streagth and Valour, and 
ſpread upon you the mantle of faithfulneſs, and cauſe youto 
perſevere on in the perpetual patience, andto abide In the 
continual eontent, therein to run the race that is ſet before 
you, which you have begun : And the Lord almighty of hea- 
ven and of earth, for his own ſeeds ſake, keep you from faint- 
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'ingby the way, and carry you through all whatever either 
 eutwardly or inwardly you do,or may meet withal,and keep 
you, and preſerve you unto the end, that inthe end, dear 
Lambs, we may lay down our heads together, inthe ſweet 
boſom of the Lord God of everlaſting reſt, peace andquiet- 
neſs, in whoſe ſweet, meek, heavenly, humbling, melting 
love,my ſoul dearly ſalutes you all, and commuts you all unto 
the Lord God almighty, Farewell, dear Friends, Dwell toge- 
ther in that love which thinks no evil, therein forgiving and 
forbearing one another,cven as the tender God of bowels hath 
forgiven you,and bern with you day after day, and time after 
time; and dwell all in the meek ſpirit of ſelf-denial, keeping 
the unity in the ſpirit, in the bond of peace. 


Your tender Friend and Brother, 
Norwich-Caſtle the 2d} 


Moneth, 1664+ $ WILLIAM BENNIT. 
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God only Exalted in bis own Work q 
1h OR, THEE | 
Works of God Praiſeth him in Sion. 


OR, 
A Song of Deliverance from a great and ſore Captivity, Thraldows- 
and- Bondage, under the King of Egyptian Darkneſs, the God of 
the World, where the Soul was faſt bound, 4 with ſtrong Chains 
and Fetters, but now Ranſomed (by the out-flretched Arm of 
Gods Almighty Power) and art come to Sion with Songs of 
everlaſting Joy upon thy head, and haſt obtain'd joy and glad- 
neſs, and thy ighing and mourning 1 fled avay : witneſſed unts, 
and experienced in that Veſſel, whoſe earthly Tabernacle bears - 
the name of | William Bennit. 


——— 


Publiſhed in ſingleneſs and uprightnefs of heart (from a conſtraint- 
of Gods Love) to all thoſe who are yet groaning and panting after 
the Lord in truth and ſincerity, that they may meet with ſome re- 
freſhment and encouragement in their Journey and Travels towards. 
the Land of Reft and Peace. 


——— 


H ! ok my ſoul, my foul, what hath the Lord, even 

the Lord thy God done for thee? oh | what hath he 

done for thee, oh my ſoul! oh my ſoul, alittle while fit 
down in thy ſecret Chamber of reft and quietneſs, and there 
oh my foul! a little meditate of the moſt excellent loving- 
kindneſs of the Lord, thy tender compaſſionate God'of inti- 
nite bowels, which he hath manifeſted to thee, oh my ſoul! 
of things paſt, preſsnt, and to come ; that fo the periect __ 
© 


__ 


— . 
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of the love, mercy, pity, kindnels, tenderneſs, and compaſſh» 
on of the Lord, thy tender God, may alwayes reſt in and 
upon thee, oh my.ſoul! Thatoh my ſoul ! through the ſence, 
fceling, and true remembrance thereof, thou maylt be,Oble(- 
{ed God,praiſed, glorified, and magnified, reverenced, and ho- 
noured, even the holy, powerful, eternal, wonderful, everlaſt- 
ing Name of the Lord God Almighty, who inhabiteth E- 
ternity, who lives for ever and fer evermore; and bound 
thereby to a bounriful, kind, leving, tender, piriful, mereiful}, 
compaſſionate God towards all ſouls; in the meaſure of God, 
thy God, who hath abougded in loving kindneſs towards 
thee, oh my ſoul! 

Oh! oh my ſoul, my ſoul, remember thou wert once a 
priſoner in the priſon houſe of darknels, ftrongly bound in 
chains and fetters, a ſlave and a captive in the Land of Egype, 
under the ſervitude and ſlavery of the Prince and power of 
darkneſs, the god of the world, the king of Egypr : and un- 
der thy hard bondage, anddepiorable thraldom and miſcra- 
ble captivity, ch my ſoul! thou wert made in ſecret to cry 
and groan, under thy burdens unto the Lord thy tender God, 
whoſe bowels, whoſe terider bowels of infinite pity and unfa- 
thomable compaſſion gdid {in mercy to thee) hover over thee, 
even in that thy ſad miſerable deplorable ſtate; firft made 
thee ſenſible of thy ſad caprivity, and ſo inthe ſence thereof, 
and in the ſence of thy-own helpleſſneſs, how didit thou cry, 
cry unto the Lord God of pity tor help, and groan unto him 
for deliverance, oh my foul ! and the Lord who opened thine 
eye, ard gave tlice a glimpſe of thy fad eſtate, did hear thy 

roanings, and thy cries, and (for his own . Seeds ſake) ſet 
Fimſelf by the out-ſtretched Arm of his power, to deliver 
thee out of thy ſad captivity, in which thou wert, without 
help of thy own, and there muſt abode, h=d not the Lord 
God of everlaſting unfathomable bowels of pity had mercy 
upon thee, ok my ſoul! Oh! 
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Oh; oh! oh my ſoul, my ſoul, the remembranee of the tert= 


der love, the tender pity, the tender mercy, of thy tender piti- 
'Ful God: how ean it but even rend thy bowels even from top 


to bottom, oh my ſoul; and remember, oh my ſoul! how 
the Lord God Almighty, through his ſore plagues-and righ- 
teous judgments executed upon Pharaoh the King of Egypr, 
under whom thou wert aſlave, by an out-ſtretched and a 
mighty power, by the ſlaying with the ſword'of his ven- 
geance the firſt-born of Egyps, brought thee out of the priſon- 
-houſe, who brokethy chains in pieces, and ſnapt thy bonds 
aſunder, and brought thee out of Egypr, and ſet thy face to- 
ward Cax44n, the good Land that floweth withrmitk and ho- 
ney. And remember, oh ry ſoul! how wonderfully the 
Lord Ged, who by his mighty power and out-ſtrerched arm 
brought thee out of Egyps, preſerved thee and upheld thee in 


thy long journey unts Cayazy, thy tedious way and paſſage 


through the ſeaand wildeineſs, how gently did he lead thee, 
as a tender -nurſing Father, and carned theeas inhis arms, 
and bore with thee in his' mercy towards thee, when thou 


ſometimes murmured againſt him, becauſe of the length and 


ſtraightneſs of the way. that ke led thee in, and becaule of the 
enemies thou hadft to encounter with by the way, inſomuch 
that thou ſometimes backſlided inthy heart towards Egypr, 
and luſted after the fleſh:pors thereof, and murmured againft 
the Lord, who ſoled thee about in ſuch a croſs knotty way, 
to that part, in tlie whick through the croſs, ſtraightneſs and 
length of the way, was to die, pine, and wither,” and be worn 
away, and fall inthe wilderneſs, and not-enter into the holy 
Land, and yet the Lord thy tender God, who did corret! 
thee through his righteous judgements; andas a tender,heart- 
ed Father did chaftiſe thee for thy pitungs, complainings, and 


* murmurings againſt him, and thy ſecret backlliding towards 
_ Egypt, Gid nos deftroy thee, but bear with thy weakneliles 
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and infirmities, and nouriſhed thee and cheriſhed thee day by 
day,, -and asa tender hearted Mother nurſeth the only tender” 
babe of her womb; who led theeby a pillar of a cloud by day, 
which was a ſhadow unto thee fromthe heat, and a pillar of 
fire by night, which gave thee light by night, when the Sun. 
was under theearth : who when thou wert-an hungry, he 
gave thee bread fromheaven day by day, freſh Manna morn- 
rag by morning compaſled about thy tent, and gave thee wa- 
ter out of the rock to fſatisfie-thy thirſt; yea, oh my ſoul 


great, greatly hath the mercy, love, pity and —— of 
ed towards thee : how 


the Lord thy tender God been manife 
did he fight for thee, and ſubduethy enemies before thee, and 
made way for thy pallage ! yea, remember,remember oh my 


ſoul! oh my ſoul ! how that after he had brought thee out of 
Egypt by his out-ſtrctched arm,and mighty wonderful power, . 


how mightily and wonderfully did he appear for. thee, to help 
thee in thy time ef great need, and extream diſtreſs,and great 
trouble, even when Pharash and his great hoſt followed hard 


after thee, and purſued rongly to overtake thee, and bring. 


thee back again into Egyp! under his ſlavery and ſervitude 
And when- Phar«ob and his hoſ followed ſocloſe after thee 


and the Sea, the great Sea, was before ghee, and mountains. 


on each ſide of thee, how great was the ſtraight thou wert in, 
and the trowble and ſorrow that compaſled thee about,oh my 
foul ! that thou wert even at thy wits end. 

And oh ! eh my ſoul, my ſoul, in this time of thy greatef# 


ſtraight and trouble (aven when thou wert witkout help of 


thy own) thou crieſt unto the Lord thy God, who gave thee 
ſome glimpſe of comfort,ſaying, he would fight for thee, and 
thou ſhouldſt be fill, and bold thy peace; and ſo he by his 
mighty power made hard things to become caſic unto thee, 
and that which appeared as a thing unpoſſible unto thee, he 
(by his power) made it become polliÞle unto thee, ny 
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'ber,oh my ſoul, how he made a way for thee to paſs through 
the Sea, and divided the waters thereof hither and thither, 
and by his mighty power carried thee through the Sea, and 
Pharoah and his hoft he utterly deſtroyed in his wrath, and 
-delivered thee, oh my foul, outof his hand, and deftroyed 
them who would have deſtroyed:thee, and gave thee domi- 
nion overthem that had dominion over thee, and thou ſaweſt 
them lic deadas by the Sca ſhore; glory, glory, glory, ah! 
plory, glory, and-pure praiſes, praiſes to God, to the Lord 
"God, even thy God, oh my ſoul ! and now,oh my ſoul, thou 
canfſt ſing a ſong of deliverance,a ſong ef victory and triumph, 
and go intothe SaxCtuary of Ged, te the Altar of God, thy 
God, even God, thy exceeding joy; ah! and upon the 
Harp thou canft praiſe God, the Lord thy God, thy delight 
-and joy. | 

On, oh my'foul, my ſoul, thouin the lowly fear and holy . 

dread of the Lord thy tender God, and intruth ane righte- 

-oufneſs livingly and experimentally canſt ſay, 'the Lord my 
God is my ſtrength and my ſong, he alſo is become my falva- 
tion,he is my Rock and ftrong Tower,his work is perfe&, a 
Gos,. the Godof truth and righteouſneſs, juſt and right he 
is, the holy one whoſe dwelling is on high, in the holy place, 
*2nd with him alfo who is of a poor, and a meek, and a con- 
trite ſpirit, and that trembleth before his Nolinefs, and fears 
and dreads before his dreadful Name: ah ! ah thy right hand 
'O Lord, thy right hand, O Lord God of -power, is become 
glorious 1n power,is beceme mighty in power,thy right hand 
O Lord God Almighty, bath da{hed in pieces mine enemies 
by the greatneſs, O Lord my God, by the-greatneſs of thy; 
wonderful excel[ency,theu haft O Lord confounded them that 
roſe up againſt me ; thou letteſt forth thy wrath and cenſum- 
cd them'as/ ftubble- before a-mighty fre, thou letreft forth the 
.breath of thy fury, and —_ upon them, and ſcattered them 
2 "1 
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as chaff+ before a mighty wind :. Oh! oli who can ſtand before- 
thy indignation, thy dreadful indignation. who can abide - 
the extream fierceneſs of thy anger ? thy fury -15-poured-forth: 
like fire, thou breakeſt the rocks in pieces, the mountains 
tremble before thee the mighty, God ; thou uttereſt thy. voice, 
and the Heathen tremble, thou roareft,and the Kingdomsare 
moved, andthe earth. melteth at the appearance of thy pre- 
ſence, who cometh with fire, and thy Chariots like a whurle- 
wind ; thou rendereſt thy anger with fury, and thy rebukes 
with flames of fire : thou haſt thy way in the whirle-winds, 
and the Clouds are as the duſt-of thy feet. Thou art themigh- 
ty God, who can but fear before thee, and trembleat thy eter- 
nal preſence? thou reareſt out of thy So, and uttereft thy 
voice from thy Jeruſalem, and the Inhabitants of the earth 
tremble thereat;. but till thou art the hope of thy People,and 
the ſtrength of thy ranſomed ones, their ſtrong Tower, their 
preſent Helper in the time of trouble. | | 
Wherefore, I'll net fear though the Earth be removed and 
- carried into the midſt of the Sea,and though the Sea roar and 
be. terrible, and the Mountains ſhake with the ſwellings there- 
of, and the Hills fly before it ; thaugh-the tall Cedars of Le- 
banon fall, and the ſtrong Oaks of Baſhan bend before. it, yet 
+ I will not fear, the Lord is with me, and he will not forſaks 
me, but. hewill help me, and that right early. Wherefore I. 
will only fear before the Lord, before the Lord my God, the 
mighty eternal God of mighty eternal Power, whomeaſureth 
_ out the Heavens as. with a ſpan, and meafureth the waters of 
the Seas in the hollow of his hand ; who cemprehendeth the 
duſt of the Earth.in a meaſure,& weigheth the Mountains as 
in ſcales, andthe, Hills as ig a ballance,; who taketh up the 
I/lands as a very little thing ; before whoſe face the Heavens 
and the Earth flee away, and behold there appeareth no more 
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Oh ! who can but fear before tha O Lord my God? the: 
enemy ſaid, Ill purſue, Fil overtake, Þll not ſpare, my lufts 
ſhall be ſavisfied en him. But O Lord, O Lord God,my God, 
thou wert my God, near to help in the time of need, and.in.- 
the time of greateft need appeared, appeared in the greateſt 
| , power of love. O Lotd, thou blew upon them, and the Sea 
| covered them, and they ſunk as Lead in the bottom of the 
mighty Waters. OLord, O Lord God, who is like unto- 
thee ? who amongſt the gods is like unto thee the only God, 
who art dreadful in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing won- 
ders ? Oh/ let the people hear and be afraid, and the Dukes 
of Edom be ma and let trembling take hold of the migh« 
ty men of Moab ; oh.! whocan but fear before thee, O Lord 
my God. Thou haſt redeemed me, and-led me forth in thy 
power, and guided me inthy ſtrength,. unto thy holy habita- 
tion ; thou wilt bring me in, and plant me in-the mountain 
of thy Inherirance,in thy Sanctuary O Lord, which thy hands . 
haveeſtabliſhed, wherein: 1 ſhall live with thee, O Lord my 
* God for ever: Ah, glory, glory,plory unto thee O Lord God 
my God. The Lord isa man of war, the Lord of Hoſt is. 
his name; Pharaoh and his mighty men hath he drowned in 
the Sea, but he hath ſaved thee,. oh my ſoul! So Lord let 
thine enemies.periſh, but let- them that hope in thy mercy 
live for ever, todeclare thy wonders, and magnifie thy name 
in the land of the living.. Ah ! glory, glory, ah-glory, gtory 
to God, the mighty God ; ah ! Law raiſes, honour and 
thankſgiving unto thee, Q'Lord my God, who lives for ever 
and for evermore. Amer: . 

Oh ! oh what is this. what is this that the Lord thy tender 
God of infinite bowels of pity hath done for thee,oh my ſoul? 
thou wert a ſlave inthe Land of Egypr, andthe Lord hath 
redeemed thee, ob my ſoul! thou wertin darkneſs, and the 
Lord hath given thee light ; and thou wert under the region 

and .: 
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and ſhadow of death,and he hath brought thee forth in the to 
Land of life. Thou wert in the priſon, ſhut up in the priſen- 
houſe, bound up with chains and fetters, in the low dungeon 
of darkneſs, and he hath broken thy chains, and ſnapt thy 
fetters aſunder, and looſed thy bonds, and broke up the pri- 
ſon door, and pulled down the priſon houſe, and ſet thee 
free oh my ſoul ! =” | 
Oh my ſoul, my ſoul ! thou wert acaptive in the Landof 
Rebylow, eftranged from the Common-wealth of 1/rae/, and 
an Alien from Sion, fitting ſorrowful and ſolitary by the Ri 
ver of Babylow inthe Land of Captivity, mourning when 
thou thoughſt upon Sox, for thou wert a Captive in a ſtrange 
Land, and ſorrow (through the ſenee of thy woful Captiviry 
and Alienation from thy native Land) cempaſlcd thee abour, 
and trouble on every hand; tears was thy drink, daily ſorrow 
thy meat,and groansand ſighs thy greateſt joy ; thou wenteft 
bowed down all the day long with an heart aking, and thine 
eyes dropping with tears, becauſe of the opprefſions of thine 
enemies, and burdens ef thine oppreſſours ; and at there- } 
membrance of Sor (and in the ſence of thy ſeparation from # 
her) thou didft pant, oh my ſoul ! thou didſt pant after Sion, | 
the Land of thy nativity; Oh ! as the Hart panteth after the || 
water brooks, crying in tke anguiſh of thy ſorrow ; how | 
long Lord, how leng ſhall I be a captive ina ſtrange Land ? | 
with Icnging defires in thy hears after Son : thinking in thy | 
heart,ch ! when ſhall I walk with the ranſomed of the Lord 
upon the Vountain of Stox, and travel with the Lotds re- 
deemed in the ſtreets of Jerw/alem ; and in that day,oh my 
ſoul! the Lord for his own Seeds ſake had regard unto thy 
cries, and thy tears and ſorrows was not hid from the view 
of his tender pitiful eye, and in tender mercy and bowels of 
cempaſſioa towards thee : he, through his free love unto thee, 
#Sxought thee forth gut of Bab:/on,the Land of thy captivity, 
| and 
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and' ſet thy face towards $797 thy deſired reſt, oh, my ſoul. 
But oh ! oh my ſoul, how oft wert thou bewildered in thy 
gong, even after thy face was turned cowards Son travelling 
thitherward; ſaying in thy heart, oh! I will go joyn my ſelf 
unto Soy in a perpetual Covenant which ſhall never be bro< 
ken, loſing thy way, ſome times wandering as it were in the 
wilderneſs, in the deſerts and ſolitary places, hungry and thir. 
ty, my ſoul even fainting with weakneſs, and then didſt 
thou cry unte the Lord in thy diſtreſs, and he helpt thee out 
of all thy troubles, he took thee by the right hand, and 
brought thee into the right way in which thou mighteſt come 
to thy deſired reſt, oh my ioul / And now, oh my ſoul, thou 
art come to $0» with ſongs ani everlaſting joy upon thy head, 
and thou haſt obtained joy and gladneſs, and thy ſighing and 

mourning is fled away. 

And now, oh my ſoul / thou that wert in a deſert doth 
rejoyce, and-as a wilderneſs are wade glad, and asa ſolitary 
Place doth bloſom as a Roſe, as a dry heath, now as a fruitful 
valley, as the parched ground, now as the moiſt mould that 
drinketh in the rain thar comes upon it, Now, oh my ſoul ! 
thou in truth canft ſay the wilderneſs doth rejoyce; and the 
deſert and ſolitary place is made glad,and bloſſom as a Roſe; 
water comes forth out of the wilderneſs, and ſtreams in the 
deſert, the parched ground is beceme a pool, and thedry 
heath ſpringsof water ; now the mourner rejoyces, and the 
heavy hearted is made glad, and beauty is giving in ſtead of 
aſhes, the oyL of joy for mourning, the garment of praiſe 
for the ſpirit of heavineſs; now, oh my ſoul ! is thy horn ex- 
alted in the Lord in whom thy mouth is enlarged over thy 
encmies : ah! the Lord maketh rich, and he maketh poor ; 
he woundeth, and he maketh whole ; he killeth, and he 
maketh alive ; he bringeth down, and he raiſeth up ; he raif- 
eth up the poor out of the duſt, and the þeggar from off the 
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-dunghil, and ſetteth them among Princes, and cauſeth them 
to inherit the ſeat of Glory. Yea, thefull he empticth, that 
they hire themſelves out for bread, and they that were hun- 
gry andempty he filleth with good things : yea, the barren 
he cauſeth to bear ſeven, and ſhe that hath had many chil- 
dren is waxed feeble: this is the Lords doing, and it is mor- 
vellous in thy eyes, oh my ſoul! 

Oh ! my ſoul, my ſoul, thou canſt intruth ſay, thy win- 
ter is (in meaſure) over and gone, andthe ſtormy wind is 
fled away, and the cold parching froſts are diffolved, and the 
ſpring and ſummer is come,and the Sun with its warm beams 


breaks forth, and the gentle ſhowers deſcends, and the time 
of the ſinging of birds is come, and the turtle 1s heard in thy 


Iand,oh my ſoul! and the vine putterh forth her tender grapes, 
and the fig-tree with her pleaſant tigs give a goodly ſmell. 
And now oh ! my ſoul, thou canit ſet underthy vine, and 
under thy fig-tree with thy beloved: and who ſhall make 
thee afraid, with whom thou canſt walk into his pleaſant 
garden of delights, among the beds of fpices, -and fi 
among the lillies, and there ſolace thy ſelf in the boſome of 
his love. | | | 
For, oh my ſoul, oh my ſoul! there was a time when thou 
oh my ſoul ! hadſt loſt thy beloved, and thou ſoughtſt him 
by night upon thy bed, and in the broad ways, but thou 
foundſt him not; and therefore ſorrow eompaſſed thee as a 
wall about, and mourning eovered thee as « garment, and 
thou couldſt have no reſt, until chou hadſt found thy beloved, 
crying hercely in thy heart, ſaying in thy ardent deſires after 
him,oh! oh thou art hid from me as in'the clifts of the rocks, 
and as in the ſecret places of theſtairs : let me ſee thy coun- 
tenance, and let me hear thy voice, for ſweet is thy voice, 
and thy countenance is comely ; and when he did ſomecimes 
{hew himſelf unto thee behind rhe wall, or as through 
lat tice 
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lattice, and put his fingers in by the hole ef the door, thy 


bowels were moved for him. But now, oh my ſoul ! thou 
doſt enjoy his preſence, which is ſweet-and pleaſant to thee, 
he is as a bundle of myrrhe, he is thy joy, thou fits under 
his ſhadow with: great delight; for he is a bower of ſpices 
unto thee, and his truit 1s ſweet to thy tafte, he hath brought 
thee into his banketting houſe, where. his banner over-thee is 
love, where hecomforteth thee with the flaggons of his love, 
he cauſeth thee to drink of his fpiced wine, which isas the 
liquor of lite, and the juyce of his pomegranates, which. isas 


.honey to thy taſte. 


Oh my foul ! 'he filleth thee with good "things, that fo 
thou mighteſt become as a watered garden, and as a ſpring 
of water, whoſe water fails not; that thy bones might 
flouriſh as an herb, and thy kidneys be covered with fatneſs 
and thy belly become as an oily Brook: thus hath the Lord 
thy tender God, thy mercitul God, oh. my ſoul! ſet thee free 
from the yoak of bondage. And now, oh my ſoul! rejoyce 
$1 fear and trembling, and dread and fear continually in the 


holy preſence of the Lord thy God, and watch, watch, watch, 


oh my {oul ! diligently watch in the lowly fear and.godly 
jealoulie over thy own heart, . trembling in thy .bawels,. lett 
thou, oh my ſoul / in thejoy (the great joy.) inthe ſence of 


what the Lord hath done for thee (and.ina ſight of thy good 


ſtate thou art advanced to) ſhould be lifted up above what is 


- meet, and thereby come to 10's and a tall; wherefore, ol 


my ſoul,ro prevent ſuch miſhaps coming unto thee unawares, 
keep thee watchful and low in fear, and humble and eontrite 
in heart, and meek and chaite in mind, tender and broken 
in bowels, poor and ncedy in ſpirit, waiting. and depending 
upon the meer preſerving grace of the mercitul hand of hy 
mercitul, pititul compaf}jonate God of .infinite loving kind- 
nals;chat whatcver thou doſt cr ſufters(through his ſtrength) 

K for 
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for him, thou mayſt not be (inthe leſt degree) exalted above 
bim, but ſill keeping low in him, dwelling beneath him, at 


his footſtool: and: whatever thou receiveſtfrom him,when he - 
calls for it, return it back to him ; and be nothing without . 


him but what thou art in him alone, knowing that what 


thouart it is by himgand what thou haſt it cometh from him. . 


Therefore be nathing without him, and return his own to 


him, for he is worthy that his own ſhould praiſe him. And . } 
in the belly of,a humble, lowly, broken, contrite ſpirit dwell, 


oh my ſoul.! where thou mayſt ſerve God with thy tears, 
dwelling in:the ſence of the freeneſs.. of -his love and mercy 
in what he hath done for thee, that.the remembrance thereof 
may rend thy bowels before him, paſſing thy pilgrimage here 


in-fear and trembling before the Lord thy God, unto whom, ._ 


unto whom, unto. whom be glory,glory, glory, praiſes,prailes, 
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praiſes, thankſgiving,- honour, and eterna} renown, be xen- -. 

dered unto his. eternal name, who is bleſſed, bleſſed, bleſſed . 

for ever and.ever, Ames, . Arey. Halelyjah inthe higheſt, _ | 

Amen. glory, glory, ah glory; Halelsjah in the. higheft, , | 
4 | 


Amen, Ames, aith my ſoul,.. 


Oh my ſoul? where didſt thou-begin, but in the ſence of Gods . 


dear, tender, precious, molt excellent love : ſtirring in thy 


heart, and there muſt thon end, and reſt ſatisfied, and lay thee - | 


down quiet in peace with Geds moſt dear Babes, and tender in- 


nocent Lambs, unto whom thou cleayeſt as fleſh to their bones, - 


towards whom thy bowels, thy bowels, thy tender bowels do 


unſpeakably yearn, with ſecret pantings in thy inward parts, 
through the weight of love that abides in and upon thee, oh my 


ſoy], my ſoul, my ſoul. 
william Benntt-: 
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To Gods Lambs in Priſon Greeting, 
J)= Friends and ſuffering Lambs, ſhut up together in 
_ naſty holes ; oh you dear Suffering, - Tribulated, Con- 
1cientious ones of the teader Gad of love, life and power; I 
who am your dear and tender Friend and Companiony'iz the 
pure patience and long ſuffering of the Seed incorruptible, do 
- moſt dearly greet you, and-intirely ſalute you, -and ſweetly 
- imbrace you, in the love of the Lord your God, who hath 
not only counted you worthy to believe in him the mighty 
- God but dear ones,he hath alſo counted you worthy to {uffer 
for his holy nameſake, becauſe of your Faithfulneſs, and for- 
: your Obedience: unto his moſt ſweet excellent--everlaſting 
Truth; ah dear Lambs,the witneſs hereof feel in your ſelves, 
 yea,T believe my dear Friends that you know,and tcel the holy 
witneſs of the holy God of holineſs in your ewn hearts, bear- 
ing a true teflimonyto your ewn ſouls ; that your ſuch confin- 
ment and ſufferings is becauſe of your obedience to the: Lord 
your compaſſionate God of infinite bowels ; wherefore ye 
' Lambs,ye dear Lambs of the- Lord God of power, in him be 
ye comforted in the middeft of your ſufferings for him,and be 
refreſhed in the middeſt of your affliftions, and comſolared in 
the middeſt of your tribulations, and be you made glad, and 
reoycein the middeft of your tfyals;even inthe middeft of all 
elorifying, praifing and din ve your tender God, for his 
rich mercy towards you, to be partakers of the ſufferings of 
his ſeed: oh,my dear Friends;my tender bowels,is at this time 
opened unto you,and my ſoul treams with ſtreams of 'love,of 
dear intire love towards you, -which foweth forth inthe true 
ſence and/feeling, and ſimplicity that my ſoul hath of-your 


ſufferings: of which I'partake in ſpirit, andin the ſence of 
your 


bl 


Co8F:. 
- your Faithfulneſs, my foul is refreſhed, and bound thereby 

ro praiſe your God, and my God on your behalf, 

Dear Lambs, Ibelievethat the:ſweet comfortable preſence 
of the Lord God Almighty is with you, and doth ſo accon- 
pany you, as that your cup of ſufferings is-made :{weet unto 
you, foas that you can drink it off 'with gladneſs; knowing 
atd ſeeing; that it is the will of the Lord to permit it to be 
glvou unte you; whole will,and not your-Oown,your- innocent _ - 
ſouls deſire to do. 627 

Ah,dearly beloved Friends; what ſhall I ay unto'you, that (| 
ye might thereby be comferted;that my ſoul in the ſence there | 
of-might be made glad; well 'dear Babes; the fountain and ful-- ? 
neſs of everlaſting joy andgladneſs, 1s the boſom wherein yuu. 
are to be wraped up, and to repoſe together for evermore, if 
you keep the faith totheend. The ſtreams whereof Iknow 
dooften refreſh your ſouls, which overcomes you with its 
ſweetneſs, and lifts you up above all your ſufferings, and even 
make hard things become caſie untoyou; Glory, glory, and- 
pure praiſes (in ſpirit) be ſhouted out unto the mighty God 
of worm Jacob, the everlaſting Fehovah of 1/rac/; unto whom 
dearly and beloved Friends, I commit you all;- moft'jatirely 
and fervently deſiring that he- the only Lord, who is your 
tender God, may for hisown ſeeds ſake miniſter to all your || 
neceſſities, and ſupply all your wants,and cauſe your ſtrength, . | 
power, wiſdom and love, with pure patience; content and 
long ſuffering, in him to abound daily more and-more, Amen 
Faith my tender ſoul. So,dear ones,read and favour my love. 
ih the Word, which is more pretious then all words whatſo- 

' ever; Wherein dear Lambs, repoſe together, and the milk 
thercof, dear Babes ſuck and be refreſhed thereby. Farewell 
_ Lambs, Iam your dear Friend and Brother in; the 

19 
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To Friends in the. Love of Truth Oreeting.- 


© FF Y dear and tender beloved Friends, in the loyeof God, 

| and in his pure pretious everlaſting Truth;' whereof 
he hath (in the ' freeneſs of his pure grace and endleſs love ) 
made us pertakers with the reft of his dear Babes and -Chil- 
dren ; and whereof. he hath made us witneſſes in our mea- 
ſures, in this his-blefſled day ſpring from on high ;. which is 
come and coming, which-is brook and breaking torth in:great 
glory : ſo that its brightneſs.ſhall reach unto the utmoſt dark 
corners of the Earth,cven to the exſtinguiſhing of the Night, 
and to the expelling the. darkneſs which hath covered the 
Earth, and the groſs darkneſs which covered the People. Ah, 
dear hearts,the blefled beams of the brightneſs of this bleſſed 
day ſpring from 0n high, hath reachcd-unto our. ſouls, which 
were once ſealed up inthe Darkneſs, under the ſhadow of 
the Night; and hath and duth ſhine in our hearts, giving of 
us the true knowledg of the true and living -God, and there- 
by hath guided our feet ( out of the crocked ſlippery paths 
of darkneſs wherein we.once walked ftumbling,as the blind) 
into the paths of peace, eveninto thepath'of the. juſt, which 
asa ſhining light ſhincth:more and more.until theperfe& day, 
for which the Lord, our dear and tender God: is worthy, 
- worthy to: receive pure living,. praiſes from the breath of 
his ewn life in our ſouls ; .who'is worthy that his own.ſhould 
praiſe him,for its ſacrifice is acceptable and-pleaſant unto him, 


who is God over all blefled for evermore. | | 
- Dear hearts, in-the true indearedneſs-of the indeared love of. 

che pure.ſeed: of .life eternal, doth my ſqul dearly, ſalute you;: 
and. imbrace you in the boſom of innocency; ' in-the, which; 
the Lord <{inmeature hath wrapped up. wy ſoul with your; 
D304. $13 4 VOP bs! IN: .iJou's, 


fouls,deat Lambs, and wi A. reſt of his faithful Babes) as. 
ina mantle ; wherein we are together, although abſent from 
each.other, and herein I reſt and repsſe with you, who am 
your reall' Friend and tender Brether,in the heavenly relation 
Which abides for ever. 


 Willanw Benpit. 


Dear Babes,dwell together in love;even in the pure innocent 
love of God which thinketh-no evil, and therein-beas with, 
and forbear, and fergive one another; even in that whieh 
keeps in the lowly fear, and-preſerves in the true humility, 
Whercin none ſhall ftrive,except tobe the meſt humbleſt and 
meekeſt in mind, . and herein is the unity of the faith,and the 
bond of peace known. and kept, «which is execeding comly 
amongſt Brethren. , 


Yhe 34 moneth 
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To' Friends of Truth. 


 f Y dear Friends, in the pure teader bowels of the end- 
leſs eternal fountain-of love, 'doth my ſoul, dear 
Lambs, dearly and tenderly ſalute you all ; -moſt indearedly 
and feryently defiring, that you may ſtand faft in the pure, 
' precious, everlaſting truth of .the Lord Ged ; im'it ſo to live, 
walk and abide, as that you ill'-keep your: Garments clean 
and unſpoted of the world, as pure wiſe Virgins indeed, who 
follow the Lamb whither-ſocver ke poes. Dear Babes, hold 
faft your confidence ini Ged, - and let yout hope in him be 
ftedfaft and conftant;and in that Faith ſtedfaftly abide ; which 
hath been, and is, and will yet be your vitery for ever, and . 
crown of tryumph eternally, if in it youabide to the end. 
Well, dear Lambs, -Icommend you uato the Lord God of 
-- everlaſting 
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Go i - 
everlaſting ſtrength und-power, by him-ts hEupheld and-ſup- - 
ported and carried through hed tryals and ſufferings 
you door may. meet. withall, either outwardly or inwardly ; . 
and by his power to be preſerved fincere, upright and faithful 
to him 1n your-meaſures, unto the .end of your. pilgrimage 
here ; that ſo a noble, faithful, *clear Teſtimony, you may 
bear for the Lord in this his day,. to the praiſe of. his glorious 
name, which is bleſſed for. evermore. . So the ſweet, precious, 
refreſhing, conſolating,: inlivening, ſtrengthning, quickning, 
pure preſence of the Lord God of Light, of Lite, Love and. 
Wiſdom, be with you, in-you,: and among you all ;: even to 
the daily glading of your hearts;. and refreſhing of your ſouls, 
and to the girding up of your loines. with courage, patience, , 
_ Rtrength and boldneſs ; in the God of your hope, to {jand un- 
to. the end, Amen ſaith my ſoul. . Sodear Babes feel my love, 
inthe innocent lifeof Ged ; and therein. dwell together, -and- 
I am with you; and rhercin I reſt and remain, your dear 
Friend and tender. Brother.. .. 


The _ —_ þ- 3 William .-Benntt, 


Www ncandie 


To. Friends.of Truth .in Priſon... 


Dear Friends. + 


A* ye dearſuffering Lambs, whore in outward bonds . 


for the Lord, his Truth and Name-ſake; ſhut up and- 
eparated fromyour dear Friends and neereſt Relations, be- 

cauſe of your keeping your Conſciences, void of offence to- 
wards the Lord God : dear Nearts, your cauſe is good for 
which you ſufſer, and the Lord God who is ingaged for you, , 
whom you love, and de manifeſt it unto the world, through... 
your Willingneſs to ſuffer for him. ( rather then to do that . 
which you know is contrary unto his will ; or forbear'doing - 
of that which he willeth you to do ) well he will and by. 
| &'- JO 


(80) 
ou, and will not leave you in the time of your need ; of his 
Iping upholding power, as you abide Faithful unto him, in 
whoſe juſt cauſe you are ingaged, and he will fully plead it, 
withthis and your Adverſaries, in his own time, . to your joy 
and their torment, except they repent, Dear Lambs, m 
heart iseven made plad, and my ſoul it doth rejoyce, becauſe 
. 'of your Faithfulneſs to the Lord, in bearing your Teſtimony 
forhis Name : Ah;the Lord God Almighty keep you faithſul 
unto the end, that ſo you may not faint, nor grow weary, 
beforeyour Teſtimony for the'Lord be rtiniſhed ; that fo you 
may not fall ſhort of the Crown, which is-laid up-for you if 
ye abide tothe end, even afull recompence of reward for 
all your ſufferings and aiflictiens, you door may meet: with 
for your faithfulneſs unto him the living God ; in whoſe pure 
bowels, of moſt indeared, intire; unfained love, doth my ſoul 
very dearly ſalute you, dear hearts ; unto whom I commend 
you, whole pure,quickning, holy,heavenly preſence, I defire 
may be abundantly with you daily, for the keeping of you all 
in pure patience and contentednels, andin a true ſubmiſſion 
to his heavenly will, that his joy,comfort and conſolation,and 
{weet peace may abound in and unto your ſouls; to the bear- 
ing of you up above all tryals chat you do meet withatil, that 
you may not finkunder them, and that over the temprations 
of your Adverſaries within and without, you may Reignand 
be made more then Conquerers, through the Lord who hath 
loved you, and counted you worthy to believe in his Name 
and Truth, and tolufter ior the ſame. 'Oh,the Lord my Gog, 
even your dear and tender God, keep youlow in his holy fear, 
and very. watchful and diligent intus pure Light, having your 
minds exerciſed therein, and girded thereby unto the Lord ; 
that ſo indeed, dear Hearts, you may learn much by theſe 
your tryals and ſufferings, evento your comfort and /joy in 
_ God,feeling indeed that the Lord doth cauſe theſe your ſuffer- 
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ings to work together for your good, that fo you indeed, 
dear Lambs, may find cauſe thereby, the more to praiſe and 
glorifie the name of the Lord, and to make mention of his 
goodneſs and mercies, and to magnifie his name in the land of 
the living; unto whom be glory and praiſe for ever and 


eVErMOre. | | 
Dear Lambs, receive theſe few lines, as a token of the true 
love of my ſoul to you in the Lord; 'in whom my love is right 
dear unto all his faithful ones. | 
Farewell, dear Friends,in the Lord,in whoſe innocent life, 
I am your Friend and Companion, in the patience and long 
{ſuffering of the Lamb. 


' Norwich Caffletle A - : 
f $ Wilkavs Bennit. 
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To the [uffering Lembs,of the Lords Flock in Priſon Greeting. 


Ear ſuffering tribulated Lambs of my Maker;ah dear- 
ly beloved Friends, the tender unfeigned ſalutation 
of my ſoul reachech unto you, inthe unchangable 

Love, of the unchangable 1'ruth, of the living unchangable 
God; whereof he hath made us pertakers, and of which he 
hath made us witneſſes, and for which he hath (through his 
love,his conſtraining, overcoming, powerful Love) made us 
willing to ſuffer, and ro partwith, and be ſeparated from our 
dearclt Friends and nearc i Relations; and to be willing to 10- 
dure, and to paſs through wha ever ſufferings the Lord our 
God ſhall permit to be inflited upon us, rather then (fer 
any by-ends and ſelf-intereſt ) to condecend to do that thing 
willingly, which we kgow Rue cauſe Gods Truth to _ 


(82) 


his holy Name to be diſtionoured, his holy Spirit to be grieved, 


and -our Conſciences to bedefiled thereby; ah 1n this frame of 
ſpirit & freegiven up ſtate,the Lord God of power keep us by 
his power (with the reſt of his dear innocent ſuffering Lambs 
_ elſewhere) for his own name-f{ake; even unto the end, until 
our Teſtimony for the Lord, which he in his beloved Son hath. 
counted us worthy to bear, in this his day, be finiſhed to the 
praiſe glory and renown of his holy powerful name, and to 


the everlaſting Joy, and eternal Peace of our immortal ſouls , _ 


Amen,ſaich my toul, which doth fervently defire, dear ſuifer- 
ing Lambs, that rhe holy living preſenee of 'my God, may 
be-in,with,and amongſt you all,to your Joy and Comfort, and 
that his power may uphold you, and chat his ſtrength may 


fupport you, and keep up your heads above all your ſufferings - 


anditryals;.thatſo none may grow weary nor faint. in your 
minds, but you may be made ſtrong in the Lord, and beable 
in the power of his might, to reſiſt, threſh, hammer and beat 
down . every thought, and all carnal reaſonings and flcſhly 
confultings, that your Enemy and Adverfary in your own 
hearts would infuſe into your minds ; which indeed if enter- 
tained, how ſoon-may they who are ftrong thereby become 
weake., and they who witneſs freedom be brought again in- 
to bondage, and be again: caught in the Serpents ſnares, ho 
is exceeding buhe within, as well as without, ſeeking daily 


whom he may devour and betray of the ſimplicity of cruch, 
and:draw-back again unto himſe!t? Dear Lambs, you are in 


meaſure acquainted with his ſubcilty, yea, blefled be the Lord 
who hath open'd your eyes,and you {ec him and his temprati= 
ons; and crafty allurements ; and not only fo, but you know 
how to eſcape them, ſo as not co be overcome by them, but 
refif# rhem,$& overcome him and his temptations, rh: ough the 
ſtrength of the Lord, who hath called and redeemed you trom 
yader his power ; yet got withitanding, my dear Fricads,let 
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me ſay unto you, inthe brotherly love, and tenderneſs. of my- 
ſoul, watch and keep cloſe unto the Lord in your own hearts, 
that unto. him'you may be kept faithful unto the veryend ; 
who will make way fer your deliverance, in his own time 
and ſeaſon, and he will plead your righteous cauſe with his 
and iour Adverſiarics, 1n his ſeaſon, to your Joy, and their 
Sorrow. : ' 

W hciefcre wholely commit your cauſe unto thegLord your - 
Gcd, who watcheth over you, andcareth for you, and will 
never leave you, but will ſtand by you, and help you in the 
needtul time ; even all you whoſetruſt and hope is in him 
alone, and can uſe no other weapon to plead your cauſe with 
but rhe w ord of his mouth. | 

So dear Lambs, in the pure patience and long ſuffering of 
the Lamb (our Captain and Leader, and Example, that meek 
one,w ho faith, love Enemies ) poſſeſs your ſouls, and reſt in 
ſtilneſs and peace, and quieineſs and contentednels in the Ark- 
of ſafery, which the Lord hath prepared for his Family, to | 
bear them up above the floods, until the waters abate, and - 
dry land appear. 

So the Lord be with you all, and bundle you up together 
in his innocent love which thinketh no evil; therein to ſerve 
him with your whole hearts, and one an other with all ſelf- - 
denial; none to ſtrive,except to be moſt meckeſt and loweſt in + 
mind,ſo that you all inay be tender afteQionated one towards. , 
another, forgiving and forbearing. one another in love; the. : 
{rong bearing with the infirmities of the: weak, that 
even as dear Children of one Father, you may dwell together 
in peace,and in pure unity 12 the ſpirit of holineſs, that a Joy 
and a Cemfort you may be to cach other in the Eord, upon 
w hom, dear Lambs, wait together very diligently, that ot his- 
fulneſs,you may all reccive, whois ready bountitully to mint=. 


ſter, that of himſ{clf unto all his tender Lambs and breathing: 
| Rakes 
Sf +4 >.- w 5 a 


*y 


ls 
» 


' Babes, who wait upon him, which he ſeeth is meet for them 
even to their daily nouriſhment joy comfort and refreſhment. 
: $9 in the pure bowels, and tender everlaſting love, of the 
- tender God of compaſſion ; doth my ſoul dearly ſalute you all, 
who loveth the Lord uprightly, and who make mention of 
his name in ſincerity and truth, and are' willing to ſuffer for 
the ſame, whether you be in bonds or out of bonds, my love - 
reacheth uno all the upright'in heart; Farewel dear Lamvs. 
» From your Friend and Companion in the patience and 
long ſuffering of the Lamb, who hath, muſt and ſhall have 
the victory over all his Enemies, to Triumphrand Reigain 
Pominion Eteraally. 


Norwich Caſtle EVE _—_— 
29th of the _ i Will am Benn. 


Month 1664. 
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| This togo among Friends of Truth to be read ang thom when 
aſſembled together in the pure fear and dread of the mojh 
H gh God. 


[Dif and tenderly beloved Friends, the dear & tender 


unteigned ſalutation of my tender ſoul, reach=ch un- 

to you all, who loveth the Lord and his Tcuch with 
your whole hearts ; and who make mention of his holy name 
in ſincerity and truth; even in the meek, render, lowly, holy 
ſeed of eternal life, made manifeſt, quickned, and in meaſure 
raiſed up in my loul,even in this ianocen: ſeed of immortallicy 
doth the love of ty ſoul extend toward: you all; and I very 
dearly defire your proſperity and tranquility therein, even as 
I do 4elire for my own ſoal, and char chis lowly holy ſeed, 
and meek innocent life of Jeſns may daily ſpring grow up 
and flouriſh in every particular ſoul of you all;that fo,though 


at 


- £2 £8) | 
» it was once tlic left of all Seeds in you (even as a little grain 
+ of -Muſterd-Sced hid iathe Earth) it may become the greateſt 
-the higheſt and ſirongeſt of all things in you; over-povver- 
ing you and over-ſha owing ou, that-ſo unto you it may 
\. become a pleaſant Bower of .ſpi 


'Ipices, and as aſieet! fmelling 
{avour;* that you may even joy to ſit under its ſhadow, even 
' with greatdelight,& its fruitbe exceeding ſweet to your taſte, 
Ah Babes, cherein 1s Peace to be injoyed, which is Eternal, 
which paſſeth all Underſtanding ; thereio'is Joy unſpeakable 
- and full of glory to be injoyed; therein is Bleſſedneſs, which 
is everlaſting ; Hyppineſs, which is endleſs, tobe-injoyed,our 
of it there is none ; Ah Lambs, therein is Power'to be recti- 
ved, whereby to overcome him who hath the power of Death 
(to wit the Devil) and tobreak: his Head, and'withitandall 
his Temptations,and ſtrong?Alaults, and various Alurements, 
and many: Inticements ;-and power therein'to withſtand, 
threſh,hammer and beat down all thoſe Thoughts,Reaſonirigs 
- and Carnal Fleſhly Conſultations, which he (your greateſt 
Enemy) would tntufe into your Minds, and raiſe up in your 
Hearts, whereby to-diſturb and break. your Peace, and raiſe 
Trouble, and Tumults, and InſureQions in your Minds; that 
ſo Faintneſs and - Wearineſs might come upon you, an4 he 
- {your ſubtile Enemy) might thereby .gain upon you, and 
t advantage of you,-and obtainchis purpole and deſire, whe 
indeed (as a roaring, raging deyouring” Lyon) very eagerl 
ſeeks (in this'day of great tryal) whom he may Devour, and 
: draw back again-under:his yoke of Bondage, Fhraldom, and 
Slavery. ; - 
W akivs dear tender-Lambs, 1n the Secd, the Fold,” out 
- of which he is ſhut forever, in which he hath no part, daily 
dyll, and continually abide; then our of the paw 'of the 
Devourer you ſhall be kept,” by him that good Shepherd, whos 
layeth-down his Lite for his _ and {eaveth them = 
WACN 
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when the Woolf cometh' to deſtroyethemn; but he preſerveth 
his Sheep and' his Lambs, and hideth'them as in the hollow 
of his hand. ; 311. 1} Jon ns. 

Ah how Tender, how Careful; how Pitiful, how Merciful, 
how Kind, how Loving,: hew-Forbearing, how Forgiving, 
how Long*Suffering, how Patient, how Meck,” how Humble 
and Compaſſionate, is the* Nature of 'the- tender God of infi- 
' Kite bowels. -. | 5, 


Ah dear Babes, let me-ſayunto all, waitto feel and witneſs 
the nature of Emanuel, even'the meek Life of Jeſus to' rule: 
and dwell in you daily, and you todwelland live daily in it; - 

'Alhis pure leaven of Life Eternal; oh how doth it work. 


out the leaven of Death and Darkneſs, Malice and Enmity, 
and purgeth out every hard thought, and all evil ſurmiſings, 
Evil back-bitings and whiſperings (which doth proceed from 
the old leaven, and arc the fruits of that/corrupt tree which is 
aecurſed by the Lord, and is to be hewen down, and with al! 
its fruits aft into the fire forever to be conſumed) and puttet]: 
out the Eye which would be watching for Evil, and for the 
halting of others, and to ſpie out their weakneſs, and co teli 
it abroad to their ſhame ; oh how doth it' oppoſe and har 
mer down that mind that would be great,and eſteemed of by 
men, and would exerciſc Lordſhip over others. 

'Oh how doth it baptize ſelf into the Death, and bring down 
theHaughty to the Duſt,and boweth down the L otty,and raif 
eth up and bringeth fortha Birth, which ſtriveth not tor ma- 
' Reery, except to be moſt meekeſt and loweft 'in Heart and 
Mind ; and to abound in. Pity, in Love, in Teaderneſs, in 
} owels of Compaſſion, in Patience, in Gentlenefs, in long- 

Suffering, in FPorbearing, and in' Brotherly Kindneſs,. yea in 
aff the'verguous Fruits of the nature of him who-is meck;agd 
low'in Heart,who ſaid; love'Enemies;- this Birthihath-a.hand 
ready toftretch'forthy untothe backward, todraw them! for» 
| = wards; 
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Wards; ithathan _—_ help to hold upthe halting, 
and: boſom; open te carry: the weak; and faint ones in ;- .oh ir 
would, Iknow,: be! _ toallwho ſtand in nced of help; ic 
' would not thatany-ſhould be left behind the Camp, who are 
| _ to preſs forwards, although they may linger behind, 
by realon of their” Halting and Lameneſs ; oh how hath it a 

| garment ready to coveraniathers weakneſs, it never oyercharg- 
ethany,. it judgeth not: war ong before-the time appointed, 
it is not Haſty nor Raſh, but Patient and Gentle, and it 
hath a convincing reſtoring vertue with it in all it doth, ſo that 
it both Wounds and Heals,Kill: and maks a Live, brings down 
and raiſeth up,: lay 'deſolate;bmild and reſtore, it is tender. agd 
gentle, it breaks not the brutſed-Reed, neither doth it quench 
the ſmoaking Flax, it neverrenders Evil for Evil, but over- 
comes the Evil with Good; its Patience overcomes Fury, its 
Love quencheth Enmity, its Gentleneſs overcomes Raſhneſs, 
and its Meckneſs overcomes Haughtineſs;and in all it Suffers it 
feeketh no Revenge, but beareth all things Patiently ; - com- 
mitting its Cauſe unto him who. judgeth Rightly; it loveth 
- Enemies,it beareth love & good-will unto all men, yer it hath 
no unity with any Uncleanneſs, nor fellowſhip with the un- 
fruitful works of Darkneſs ir: any, but rather reproves thery. 
This is not the Birth born of Fleſh, nor of Rlood, nor of 
the will of man, but the Birth born of Ged, and this Birth 
ſhall out-live all falſe Births and likeneſſes, and unto it muſt 
all bow ani become ſubje&t, this Birth God will crown with 
Honour and Renown, and. beautifie with Glory and Praile ; 
2nd although ithath been rroden under foot and deſpiſed by 
other falſe Births, yet unto it they mutt all bow, and throw 

Jown their Crowns at thy feet, oh Zrom. F120 
Ah the Lord, thy Husband, thy Maker, the God of Hoſt is 
his Name, hath determined that the days of thy Mourning 


ſhall paſs away, and the night of thy Sorrow {ſhall for ever 
M 2 vaniſh 


vaniſh and thou ſhalt no more be termed Deſolate; and-For: - 
faken ;. oh thy Winter ſhall be over and none, and thy Sums - 
t appear ; Oh Zzox, 


mer ſhall come, and thy Fruitfulneſs ſha 
thou ſhalt appearas a Royal Diadim in the hand of the Lord, 


andas a Crown of Glory -in the handof thy God; who will - 
make thee the Beauty of Nations, .the-Joy of Kingdoms, yea - 


the Glory of the whole Earth, 'and »Praiſe therein forever, a- 
men faith my ſoul.Oh haſten it,haften it, Lord God Almighty, 


that ſo the Mourners in thy Zo may be Comforted, and the k 


Hated be made right-glad ; thatſo even her waſte places may 
Rejoyce, and her- Deſapts bloſom as a Rofe ; -that her Wil- 


derneſs may becomeas the- Garden of Eder;: and her Defarts : 


as the Garden of the Lord-; that ſo Joy and Gladneſs may a- 
lone be found inher, Thankſgiving and the-voice-of Melody; 


that ſo cven- Water may comeforth.of the- Wilderne&and E 


-% 


ſpring in the Deſart ; that the: Ground may even be- 
come. a Pool, and dry Heaths ftreams of Water. 

Ah, when the Lord hath wholly gathered together in one 
the diſperced of Jaxah, and hath brought into-one, the ſcat- 


terceof 1/7467, and hath throughly returned the Captivity of 


his People; oh then ſurely Face ſhall rejoyce, and [/74el be 
right glad, and glory in- lis God, who is blefled forever and 
evermore. 

And ſo,dearly heloved nt hath daily a remem- 
brance of you in and unto the Lord, unto whom [I leave you, 
dear Lambs, very deazly deliring that unto him yau all /who 
hath in meaſure tafted of his: Lave, and-of his pure pretious 
Truth are made partakers, and: thereunto have born witneſs, 
in doing and- {uffering forthe ſame) - may by him-be kept 

faithſul unto him, even. unto the very end; that-ſo the-:Teſhi- 
mony which he hath given you to bear for his Name & Truth 
Cinthis his day of ſifting, winowing, purging, purifying, and 
of ſeparating the- Chaft from the.Wheat, and of. making up 


his .. 
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his pretious Jewels, and of manifeſting the approved in his ** 
ſight) you may through the ſtrength” and mighty power ©" 
of him the mighty-God (who hath alled you and raiſedyou 
up to-war againft Babylon, and no more to touch, but to bear 
witneſs againſt the unclean thing) be inabled ts finiſh your 
Teftimony for him (although it be with your-Blood) ever 
tothe Praiſe, Glory and Renown of his eternal powerful * : 
Name, and to your endlefs Joy, and everlaſting Peace in him, 
your tender God,in whoſe pure,tender & unfeigned Love Goth - 
my ſoul kiſs you, imbrace: you, claſp you about, ſaying in . 
ſpirit, Oh the Lord, the-mighty God, gird vp your-Loins with '* 

ourage, Strength and Valour- datly, and ipead over you all 
the mantle of Fatthfulneſs,& keep you all in the pure patience, - - 
and ſweet contentedneſs, and in true ſubmiſſion to his holy 
heavenly will, whichis your SanQtification, whoſe will may 
be done in you all ; that indeed the Power, the Glory, the 
Kingdom, and Dominion may be his,and he alone may Reign 
in you, whoſe right of-due it is, who'was Dead,and is a Live; 
and lives:forever andevermore, unte.-whom be glory in the 
higheſt for evermors, Avro”. 

Oh, the holy-living preſence of the Living God of Holfneſs, 
' be in, with and-among youall; in whoſe Love, Life and 
Truth,ia.my meaſure, .my ſoul is united; and cloſely cleaveth 
to all the Children of the moſt high God, ami they are very 
dear unto the .ſoul of him, who is your Friend, Brother and 
Companion, . in the inaocent Love and Lite of God, over 
all bleſſed for evermore ; farewel dear Lambs. 


'Tiz 1665+. | Wilkam:- Sennit. - 
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| cd Salutation and tender Love of -my Soul extend towards 
-- Chee, who art oft in'the remembrance of my Soul, which is in 
ſame” meaſure ſenſible of the” many*®'Troubles,:Erofles and 
Tryals, which thou haft been in, and now art cxerciſed with; 
ant truly, dear Heart, my ſoul defireth that thc Lord may in- 
able thee to wade through them all, in the pure Patience and 
crue Contentedneſs,andthat thou mayſt find the ſtrong arm of 
_. Gods mighty power in the beatingdown,8: keeping under that 
part, which would complainand murmur againſt the Lord,and 
count him ahard Maſter, and freet its ſelf becauſe the Wicked 
Flouriſh,and the Ungedly Tome themſelves like a green Zay- 
Tree, and the workers of Iniquity are ſet up, and the Prond 
- Lord it over the Meek of the Earth, and tread pon the 
Righteous as Dirt in the Streets, & Killed all the day long.and 
Oppreſſed like a Cart with Sheaves; 1 ſay needful it is to feel 
that part (which would freet it ſelf becaule of theſe things) 
chained down by the Meek, : Lowly, ,Lamb-like, Patient, 
Peaccable Spirit of the patient, pinful, long-ſuffering God 
of Forbearance and Mercy ;.and to feel itcutting and beating 
all Prejudice and Enmity, that Would be ſpringing up from 
the murmuring fretting part, againſt thoſe who sre Inftry. 
. ments of Iniquity, and Servants to that Spirit, that Perſecutes 
and-Oppreſs the Innocent, and behold this Spirir of meckneſg 
* keeps 1n coolneſs, gentleneſs and patience, and giverh domi- 
-- ion over that Spirit which in haſte (yet as it thinks in © Zeal 
for God) crys for Fire to come down from Heaven to 4evour 
thoſe who areTnſtruments of Cruelty, Tniquity, and Opprefi- 
on; and indeed this Spiritof Love inableth to love Enemies, 
$0 Bleſs and Curſe not, and ſecks no Revenge, bur makes 


willing 
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willing 6 leav@all:to the Lord, unto whom, dear Heart, lec 
as commit our Cauſe, and fure I am, he will plead it with his 
and our Enemies, aw his own time even totheir Deſtruftion 
and Calamity .« and.tozour Joy-and Comfort in the end; in the 
mean while,the Lord keep us-in contentednelſs,and in domini- 
on over that” Spirat. thalawould-liimir God:to'mans time, and 
counteth that God' is flacpo8ngerning his Promiſe, who.indeed 
is not ſlack, as that Siprit'counts:flackneſs, but is a God long 
ſuffering, defiring not the. Deathnor DeſtruQion of a Sinner, 
but that rather: he-miy [repent and Live. Oh that all thoſe 
that profeſs his Nameimay be like-minded 'with him,: accord- 
ing t0/our meaſures; andgrowthiunhim'the Living-God, who - + 
is blefled forevermore. - 17 159) ns 2 

My dear tender hearted Friend, my Soul doth likewiſe de- 


- firefervently that thee and1, and all the reſt of our heavenly 


Fathers Family, may: be Kept cloſe:unto 'the meaſure of the 
free grace and love of the Lord God in our own hearts, that 
by it we may continually be kept 12 thelowiy fear, and pure 
aw of him, who-hath called us out of Darknefs into his mar- 
velous Light, wherein let ' us watch carefully over our 
Thoughts, Words and Works,left in haſte, through careleſneſs, 
for want of watchfulnels, we ſhould ſpeak or do any thing 
that may grieve the holy Seed,and wound the jJult one in our 
ſelves, and bring a burden and load upon our own Souls ; 
wherefore dear Heart, I cannot but dehre, that I with thee, 
2nd all who love Rightegulneſs, may be kept watchful in the 
lowly Fear, cloſe unto the grace that keeps hnmble, out of the 
many words, in the fewneſs of words,” that 1b in ſweet” ſtil- 
neſs, peace and quietneſs we may poſlefs our fouls,” and injoy 
the {iweet incomes of the {weet Love, and {weet pure refreſh. * 
ing ftreams of the Fountain'of Lite accprding t6 ovr meaſures; 
that ſo everin-the midſt of our ,'Tryals and"Syfferings, our 
hers may be *nadeglad in the Lord, and *ppr "forts may 
? Tr ONSITE vo TEJoy ce 


Love which drew me forth to write theſe lines unto thee,I reſt 
and remain thy dear Friend in the Truth. 


1665. : William Bennit. 


To the Magiſtrates -of Edmonds-Bury. 


Friends, T hope your Nobillity and Moder atzon will be ſo far made 
muemifeft, as10 read over theſe following ' Lines with Patience; 
and I deſire you may Serioufly conſider 'of them, and Sollidly to 
weigh them in that equal Balance, the Light of Chrift ir your 
Conſciences, before you Fudge of them. 


| I E whom the World in ſcorn call Quakers, are 
3; J a People that liveth .in.the pure fear of the 

Lord God,. and without boalting we ean tru- 
ly fay, we are a People whoare led and guided by a peaccable 
Principle of Love, which, we have received of God, who is the 
Fountain of Love;, by whigh Principle of Love we are made 
to live pzaccable with all men, as much as in us lies, and fer- 


venly 


——_— 
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-rodefire and ſeek the good _ welfare of all People,” evtn 
from him who ſits upon the carthly Throne, une them 
-Taferior in the Kingdom, andby this Principle of Loveirtour 


from being led by the ſpirit 


own hearts, which is of God, we are made to bear Love and 
Good: will towards all people, and by itwe are taught tolov- 
Enemies, to Bleſs and Curſe riot; to Prey-for them who De® 
ſpitefully uſeth us, and to do' Good'to ther that Beateth wus- 
and nat intheleaſt torender Evil for Evil, -but endeavour ts; 
overcome (in our ſelves and others)Evil with Good,and by it 
we.are preſcrved-from* joyning with'the fpirirof Envy, and 
evenge,which ruleth in-many, 


nd evil Contrivarices; by 


and leadeth into ſecret Ploteings,;” 4 


' way of Conſpiring to raiſe Tumult and InſurreQion, which 


ſpirit (with aftirsfruits) weWeny and judge, and all thoſs 
who areted by it ro Contriveand Plor againſt any, or to ſeck 


the Deſtrution of atiy people, though our Enemies; ſuch we 
. diſown, and their a&tions we defic, theLord is our witneſs. * 


And by the Principle of Love in our hearts, -ar@our*Cot 


ſciences made very tender to God-ward, inſomuch as thar 


we would not willingly and knowingly fin againſthim, and 


are willing rather to ſuffer the loſs of all External things, yea 


even Life and all, rhen to break our peace with God, which 
we value morethen ten thouſand Worlds ; and [becauſe we- 


. endeavour (in the firength and power of the principle of love 


in our hearts) to'keep our «( onſciences void of offence to- 
wards God; and becauſe we dare not do thoſe things (though 
they be ſer up by men, and tollerated and compelled tobe 
done by a Law) which we are” per{waded by the unerting” 
fpirit of Truth we ought not to do, neither joyn with any" 


-therein; and becauſe wedare not forbear doing thoſe things 


(though prolihited' by the Laws of men there-trom) 'whicth 
weare perſwaded by thefpiritof Treth is dur duty 'frowards: 
God) rodoand perform; therefor6arenie'd ſirforing Peoples 

N this 


Fi 


a, 
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thizday, and for no other Cauſe, the Loxd isour watneſs.to .- 
thetruth hexeof. *; | | 

Andever fincethe Lexd our dear and tender God , (who a- - 
lone hath been, and now.is our-Helper, Strength and Reimer 
and hath ſtood by-us, and ſupperted, and-preſerved us, or clſe 
we had not been. a-Pepple at this day): did-raiſe us up to.bea 
Pegple,for to bear, witneſs tohigWayand. Truth: (and againit - - 
the falſe Ways,..evilWorks;; falſe Worſhips,-Idolatry, Sinand -: 
Wickedneſs. of:ttie.World): we have been a ſuffering People, . 
agd all along-we have ſutfercd, by. every Power that hath come 
ups9 Rule, and al elogg weve ſuffered for only our Conſci- 
caces towards. God;8&-itour Enemies havehad. no Law. in farce - _ 
againſt. us, neither could find any thing on our parts, whereby 
they might take ajuſt occaſionhagainſt us;. then have they 
(as Daniel's Perſecutors did m3 who ſoughthis De- 
ſtruftion wichout- a Cauſe given them by. him) cven made 
Laws on'purpoſle tg [nfnare us, and. Trappan-us concerning 
our Conſcience towards God, forwhichiwe did ſufferby the 
other Rulers, even many ways, viz: by Stocking, Stoning, 
cryel Whipping,. Rayliog, heviling.and-cruel abuſes; even 
Impriſonmenruatil Death, and ſpoyling of Goods in a more 
abundant manner then I can relate.;/ and/all hath bcen for our 
Conſtiences to Ged, all which .we have born, and wadcd-:. 
through in Patience, through the ſtrength of the uptelding. 
merciful Arm of our God, and by him have.been kept from: . 
ſeeking Revenge upon our Enemics, but have committed our 
Cauſe to God, who Judgeth Rzghteouſly,. and Juſtifierhthoſe 
whcm men Condemn, untg-whom alone Yengence belongs, 
and he will repay it, who will render .unto.manaccording to - 
his Works. ... | 

And even at this day,our Sufferinggare greaterthen before, : 
ang-gow-are we even as Sheep appointed for the Slaughter.and - -. 
allis, becauſe we endravcur $0 keep our Conſc;encts void of 


offence - 
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- offence towards God ; 'and becauſe we dar&hot joyir with 
that IdotatrotisWorſhip which God-abhors,but thuſt;a$ rhoved 
| of the Lord,rather bearTeftimoriy againſt IdolatrousWorſhips 
- and Worſhippers, vvhatever vveſutfer, 7 
_ - - And becauſe vve- dare not- Syvare at all, kfovving if 'vve 
* ſhould Svvear atall,we ſhould then tranſgreſs the Commaiids 
= of CN 5. Verſe5g4, &c:" Famer Chapter 5. 
| Verſe 5, &c.. £66 IO HAY el SSRIs I 
| And becauſe vve follovy' the praRices* of the Primitive 
: Chriſtians, and dear not forfikethe Aſſemblingof our ſelves 
together, but-muſt as vveraretaughtipf- the-Lord meet toge- 
'- ther, inthe pure feat and dread of thEName of * the Almigh 
©: God.even for no otherrid(theLprdivvho knevycth theſecrets - 
of all hearts is our vvitneſsY but to-Wait upon the Lord, :and 
. to Pray to the Lord, and to Build up,” Strengthen and-Edifie 
one another in the Lord, and to' Serve -and*Worſhip*God'in 
* Spirit and in Truth, wvhereih God,” vvho is a'Spirit, "is only 
- Worſhipped aright,by his Spirituallized people, vphoare born 
of the Spirit,-and guided-and Ted by the Spirit of Trutlr into 
- all Truth. «IH | : b: 
And itisnot.ih Rebellion and Contepmt to-King Charles and 
his Lavvs,” that-vve meet together to vvorſhip God; neither 
\  dovve do itin a Croſs; Stubborn,Self-vvill,as by fone vVveare 
charged, the Lord is our vvitneſs, but even in a Croſs to our 
. ovvn Vvills, and ut Obedience tothe+vvill of God ; vuhere- 
' fore vve have peace in the" .Lord, for” vvhoſe ſake vve fuffer 
and ſtand juſtified- in'the-ſight of God, though by Men and 
their Lavvs counted Tranſgreffors. et Ag NI 
Novv Friends, as your Moderation'in meaſure hgthappear- 
ed (in this day of hot Perſecution and hath-been maniteſted 
" heretofore, tovvards the Lords tender Conſcientious people in 
:this'Tovvn,vvhich I believe theLord hath taken notice of, who 
hath regard unto thoſe _ have reſpe&t to his people; __ 
T 2 | truly 
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. trly-it is my Souls defire, even _— ovvn goed, that your - 


Moderation tovvards the people 6f God called Quakers, -or 
any ether people yvhoſe Conſcaiences are tender to' God-vvard, 
may continue ftill and:increaſe more and more, ſo as that ye 

;zFht-not in the leſt degree havea hand-any: more-in the 'Suf- 
ferings of the Innocent, but.might rather chule, as. meek 
Moſes did, to ſuffer AﬀiiQion .yvith the Suffering, Abuſed, 
Trnibulated, AfMitted People of God, then tobe found Proſe- 
cutors of any unjuſt Lavv agaiaſt them ;. for indeed, happy 
(in that particular) is the manthathath no hand in the ſutfer- 


ings of the Lords : people, for ſure; Lam he Lord God hath . 


ard unto his people, though rded by ſuch as know 
, pn nor his Peds | 
the World, yet _Leved of. the Lord, and very dear unto him ; 
and _ Contemptible, Ridiculous and Abſurd in the eyes 
of the-wiſemen of this World, yetBeautiful, Comely, Deleta- 
ble and Precious inthe: eyes of the Lerd ; 20d. whats evil 
any do to them becauſe of their Conſciences towards God, , the 
1 ord takes it as done unto himſelf ; and if one diy it ſhall be 
aid to thoſe who did not Feed, Cloth and Viſit the Lords teg- 
der ones in Priſon, Go yeC yo into Fell Fire, prepared for the 
Devil and hu Angels ;. then. ſurely {ad will be the Sentence of 
thoſe who (through their Cruelty): goabout to deprive them 
of. Food and Raiment, and inſtead of viſiting them in Priſon, 
doth unjuſtly caſt them ipro-Priſon, and' hinder ther that 
would viſit them. ; | 

Oh ſurely, the Lord God-of Pity, of Mercy, of Compaſli- 
on, andendlefs Love, hath ſeen the ſufferings of his People in 
this Nation ; and hath taken Cognizance of their ſore AM:&i- 
ons, and Tribulations, Burdens, and grievous Oppreſſons, 
under which they have long Groaned, whoſe Groans are- come 
up. before the Throne of the moſt high, and, is entred. into. the 


Ears of: their Compaſſionate God, and he is moved with in- | 


finite 


cople ;. and though Hated and Perſecuted by - 
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ble before the Fire: fully-dry 3and-they ſha 


lead the Cauſe of his own Elect which haye long CrieTunto 
Lim: whoſe Cries he the Living God hath heard;wheſe, C riEs 
he the Almighty God will aoſwer,and will revenge their Cauſe 
upon the head of their Perſecutors, and will Opprels the Op- 
preſſors,and Devour the Devourergot his Coop ere gs Stub- 


eſcape the troke of his Righteous Judgement, which.-be hath 


now begun tomake mainifeft in. the Earth, that the lohabi- * 
rants thereof might lean Righteouſneſs; andthe; Beelom of - 


| _--  ”_ -- 
finite bowels-of Love towards his ſuffering Sced, and he wil * 


| not be. able to 


£,' 


his Wrath: is cleanſing the Land of Evil Decrs ;” and'many 6f 
thoſe who deſired;and indeayoured;to have: Baaifired, the pros * 


ofthe Lord from their native Country and:lawiul Habitations; 
ſuch .the Lord hath taniſhed from-rh&r Houfes, and they 
have fled from their Nabitations, a1id* run from his Righteous 

ments, but whether -ean- man fly to hide himſelf from 
the' Lord ; and fo thag-meafure-.they. meted out to: others, 1s 
mored to. them again;- and this-is juſt with the Lord, who 15 


in all his Doingsg,,and juR in all his Ways, and he will - 


not be mocked by any;but-fuch as People Sow,luch mult they 


Reap; and according, toi their Deeds, they. muſt receive a | 


reward. 


Wherefore Friends, fo4ar as-Ye have a hand in the Suffer- | 


ingsof the Innocent, you have cauſe to Repert thereof, ard 
toeaſe the Burdened, and to ſet the Imprifoned and:the , Op- 
preſſed Free ; and as you tender and reſpect the good of your 
Souls, -and deſire to-be, tendered and refpeted by the. Lord, 


fo tender the Lords. tender people, and.do not in any wiſe © 
uſurp authority over-their. Conſciences, for bat is. Chriſts * 
' ſeat, and the Magiſtrates Sword is not torule there, but enly 


. 


r 


. 


Chriſt the power of Gad, who maketh the Gonſcience,. he a- - 


lone is to rule in and. over the Conſcience; agd Friends to the 
Light in your own Conſciences, come and.be obedient there- 


— Uſito,, 
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Data; and it will cauſe you to de- untoall menas you: would 
- ;- be gone unts,' and inthe Light you muſt-come to. believe, 
-"hearked to it, follow and abey it, . before your Souls can injoy 
- true peace withthe Lord ; and-by it*: bc-inabled to denyall | 
. Ungodlineſs and Worldly 'Luſt ; and by it to.be taught: co 
. - Live Soberly, Righteouſly and Godlyinthisprelent>World ; | 
 androtay your Sword upon evil doers, | and. tobe- a praiſe to 
_ themthat do-well and rather to toferate, ſuch. and todefend 
.. them 'in--the exerciſe of *their Conſciences towards--God, in 
. Mecting together in his pure fear;te Serve pin, 
__ thento,ſuppreſs them :* And toexerciſe your-power in break- 
-  Ingup their meetings, whomeet to Drink, Swear; Rant, Tear 
- and Deyour ghe'pood Creatures of God 'upon their filthy un- 
oodly Luſt,.gven to the great diſhonour of theL1rd, fandio 
\ thegrieving of hisholy.righteous Spirit; ſuppreſs ſuch,for that 
. FS the Magiſtrates work; bur as for [4 ofe who feareth the Lord, 
and liveth Peaceably and Honeſtly with all men, let ſuch have 
free liberty to ſerve-the. Lord in his.own Way, and worſhi 
- Him in his own Spirit, and not to be compelled to 2 Dead, 
+ Dark, Invented, .Superftitious hr which is not of Ged; 
and then will the bleſſings of-the Lord my God, - be powered 
. down upon you, anda goed ſavour 'Ye will be unto thoſe that 
fear the. Lord, from 'whorn';ye will be 'wotthy of 'double 
. Honour. © - OM | | 
And Friends, I underſtand that it is#he deſire, if not the 
- Intent of ſome of ye Rulers inthis Town,+to proceed againſt 
& me unto Baniſhment, .who am:an. innocent man and hxye 
_ done you no wrong, neither have Icammitted any thing agaitit 
you, or any juſt. Law worthy of. Bounds, much leſs of B. - 
niſhment ; neither haye 1, in this County, been thrice Con- 
victed by your Law, as an offender ;. and 1 would know whe- 
ther thoſe Records made by Juſtices, who ate only Eommidſi- 
_ onated, ' for Norfolk, be good evidencein Suffolk where 


[1 


thoſe 
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thoſe Juſtices themſelves hive No /POWer; ſeeing the Law * 
fich, that all offetices (other then Freaſon) ſhalt be Tnquired,: _ 
Heard: and Determined in" the Shire, Divifioa, Limit and: + 
Liberty where ſuch- offences happen; as was Jnafted in the 

third year of King Famiersſce Chapter thefourth. +» Well Tam. * 
got carcful ta this matter, touching my: ownÞarticular, only” 
[| would tidt haveyou' haſty in whabycu-iniens towards 'me,* 
burſeriouſly-to -weigh-the matrer; in that equal balance, -the 
Word of God-;”and take heed what you do,#nd hurt not your 
own Souk and fin'not againſt:the Lordj8&then fureT'am you! + 
cannot hurt me ; Wherefore be nd tore earn inſtrutted: 

ve Fudies of the People;touth' wor ihe Kor di” Anointedneitherido his: 
Prophets any harm ;\ and let not Envy and Prejudice blind your 

Minds, nor cloud the nobility of your Underſtandiags, aad 
take hced of ingaging the-Eord more*and more againſt you 

and your Town ; confider the Lord hath hithetto-ſpared you: 


. and your. Towsa, - fromithe*'Wo, Sorrow; - Milery, 'Diſtrels, 


and-Calamity which-is come unon many other places; "and if 
you defirethe Lord ſhould [till ſpare you and your Town,then 
Jo you ſpare thole who tear the Lord in your Fon, and free 
them from their cauſcleſs Imprifonments, and do nor '4MiQt- -- 
them, left thereby. 'you halted” the put Judgements of ithe - 
Lord God upon you and your Fown, which is cven at hand, 
Well, my foul 'in the Lord is at reſt and im quietneſs, free from 
feating the rhreatnings-of men, wiho are not able ro Baniſh 
mefrom the preſence of my God, who is with ime, and with 
all who feareth his Name, who will work'the ddiverance of 
his people from their Sufferings;Burdens andgrievous Oppteſſi- 
ons in his own timeand ſeaſon, and-will fo far preſerve thenr 
af that they ſhall be a People when the Egyptians fall lie dead: 
upon the Sea-ſbore of his Righteous ' Judgments ; rhe Lord / 


harh'ſpoken it, in whom is my Joy and 'Peate; Refreſhment: | 
and Comfort in the mudtt.of my- Sufferings,'who" wilt never® - - 
Y ; leays 7s 


UMI 


"f £08) 

leave me;if-I leave nethim, for whoſe Cauſe (for which L 
- now ſuffer by you) Teount net.:my Life too.dear to-part with, 
for the Teftimony. of my -God,.in whom is my Confidence, 
Truſt and Hope, who hath formed me for his praiſe, whoſe 
I am; &-unto you my»Conſfience I haveglcared, and whether 
ye_ will hear: or forbear; Iam clear of your Blood, who am a 
_ Friend toyour Souls'agd; Bodies, . and..defire the. welfare of 

DS. ans one-who/ loveth righieous Goverment and Go- 
vernours,..:who are for the puuiſhment of evil daers and for 
the praiſe. of cthemithatido.well-;;.and ſuch Rulers: I truly ho- 
| nour in my. .hearc, though'.n0t- wih.the vain cuſtom. of the 
_ Hat, neither-with the deceitful flagering -itles.of this World. 
iT his is from a true lover of your Souls, who deſireth your 
.everlaſting weltare and tranquility ia the Lord, who is a 
Sufferer:by you, but nor for evil eoing,bug for doing well ; tho 
Lord is his.witneſs that this is true; whoſe Servant he 15, what- 
ever he be (by you or. any): accounted.of, | 


- Edmonds-Bury commanGoal "E- FIDE 
this 8th. Month 1665.  Walltam Beunikt. 
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To Friends of Trathin the Zown-of Colcheſter Greeting. 
] ': beloved Fricndsand Brethren, who have taſted 


of the love and goodueſs: f the Lord, andof the 


1 {weetneſfoand pretiouſnels pf. his unchangable Truth, 


the virtuous:workings and powertul opperations whereof you 
have felrin your hearts, whereby you witnels and expericnce 
- in,meaſure.your.-Souls ler at. liberty from the. bondage of Sin 
and {rhe gr the pg Cogan holineſs - Lite, to 
the praiſg of your, God; who hath raiſed you out of, the Juſt 
by. his Power: and quickaed you by his Life, and. Pg You 
by his.@a'vn Wiſdora, .aad;given..you his good. Spirit rg guide 
37 wn 
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-a0 lead you, teach and counſel you, comfort and reffefh.you; 
oh, he hath given youa tafte of the Word of Life, and power 
of the World to come; oh, he hath living Witneſſes of his 
Name and Truth whereof you aremade partakers, and that 
which-you have ſeerrand known, . felt and tafted of, the ſame 
you have through the ſtrength of the Lord born Teſtimony 
unto,. even by Word, by Deed, ' by - Life and Converſation, 
and through great Sufterings , - manifold 'Tribulations 'agd 
AMiQtions, all which the Lord your tender Ged hath inabled 
you to wade through, andhath kept you from fainting unto 
this day ; who hath been-with-you in-{ix Troubles,and in the 
ſeventh, dear Babes, he hath not eft you, bur in all. your 
AffiiQtionsfor his Name-ſake he hath been afflifted with you, 
and the Angel of his preſence hath 'been your defence on the 
zight hand and on the left.; - oh, how hath he .carried-you mm 
his tender Boſome, and born you up in his Arms,'and lead. your 
gently when you were Weak, Young and: Tender, and made 
the Crooked ftrait, and the: Rough {mooth-before-you, and 
thrown down many a high Moyntain: beforeryou,: and 're- 
- moved many a lofty Hill our of your way ; who hath madea 
way for you in the Wilderneſs, and-a path through many-a 
Fhickit, and hath made the hard'things eaſfie ; he hath beena 
' Shelter to you from the: Heat, 'and a Refuge to you from the 
"Storm, -and many a'time hath been unto your Souls as the 
ſhadow of a Rook in a weary Land; who hath :given you 
Bread when you were Hungry, and Water to fatishe yopr 
Thirſt ;*-who Strengrhned you when you were- Weak, -and 
Inriched you when you were Poor ; who Healed you when 
'you were Wounded, and Bound you up when you were 
broken to Pieces ; who Comfortcd you in the mid{tot Sorrow, 
and hath Refreſhed you when you have been heavy hearted, 
and lifted up your heads when they were bowed down 


beeauſe of the Oppreſſion of your Enermes: Oh, .how ex- 
| () ceeding 
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ing large is the love of the Lord your tender compaſſi--. 
onate God of endleſs bowels of tenderne(s;. oh, your own cx-.. 
perience of his Love, his Mercy, his Pity, his Compaſſion, . 
his Goodneſs, - his Kindneſs. and his Tender Fatherly Care and 
Dealings towards you is much larger then what Ican. demon- þ. 
ſtrate with words [;:oh, ,how :can you: then hut-{till truſt in 
his Name, rely:-upon his. Arm, and:depend;upon tis:ſaving: 
Health, and hope .in his tender. Bowels,.. who is the: ſame. _ 
yeſterday to day. and for evermore;. who hath been with you 
; when Trouble-hath compaſled you reund, to keep you from _ 
Diſpair;;and with you in the midft of Perplexity,to keep-you 
frag being Diſtrefled; and with. you.irl the mid{t of Perſecu- 
tion, te Sucker and Cheriſh.you, and refreſh'your hearts as 
with New Wine ; and oh ſurely, dear Babes, heis with you 
fill, to Comfort you till, to Refreſh: you ſtill, ro Feed and 
Nouriſh you ſtill, toStrengthen you ftill, to Uphold and Sup- 
port you ill, to-Keep and Defend you; and ſurely-he will 
never leave you nor forſake you, if youforſake him not, but 
will cleaveunto you,as yeu cleave unto him, and will {till be 
your God; and you ſhall be his People ſtill, and reſt in hint 
forever when in this Workd you ſhall be/no more. . 

Oh, dearFriends, my ſoul loyeth'you, wherefore I cannct 
forget you, but often' remember you, | efpecially fince' the 
Lord hath been pleaſed to viſit that place with ſuch fore AAMi- 
Etion,and to give it to drink ſo deeply of the Cup of his Righ- 
teous Judgments, ard oh my ſouldeſiresthat the Lord may* 
keep and hide your Souls inthe hollow of his hand, whatevez 
Affliction he ſuffers tocome upon . your Bodies; and ah that 
he may inable you to wade through all, ant to bear all wirh 
. Patience and Contentednels, and think nor any of you the 
Lord cares not for you, or that hediſ-regards you,  becauic he 
doth-or may permit the Beelom of his Righteous Turlgements. 
(which he hath'ſent forth to \weep away the Wicked? ro 

| | ſweep 
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Tweep away many. of your Bodies from off the Earth, neither 
murmur. againſt the Lord, who may dqg/what pleaſeth him, 
 andyetall hisdoings: are Equal and Righteous altogether ; 
and how ſtrange ſoever his doings appear,to the carnal reaſon- 
ing feſhly part, yet.aſluredly he intends goed in all his deal-- 
lings towards all the honeſt, ſimple, innocent apright.hearted 
| ones;; -andiit 18: inwardly well with! ſuch whatſoever outward- 
ly the Lord ſuffereth'to'befall them,.andit ſhall be well -with 
' their Souls eternally, whatever the Lord permits'to come;up- 
on their Bodies; and truly the fence of theſe things 1 know 
doth cauſe Joy to- ſpring inwardly in the midft.of eutward 
' Sorrows, and-Comfort-in the mid1t of Feavinels, ReBanghe 

time. of -Trouble, and* Content and 'Satisfaftion in the. mid{ 
of Affliction, 'and maketh that ſoul'to bear all with patience, 
without murmuring againſt the-Lord ; and makes fuch to 
ſay, The will of God be done ; well it is the Lord that ſuffereth 
it thus to be, and why ſhould 1-murmur againſt him, feeing 
| he knoweth whats beſt'for me, and will'not ſufferany thing 
 to'befal me, but what through his Love and Mercy ſhall work 
for my good, as I cleave to him, and am faithful unto him ; 
though my Earthen Veſſel may be broken to peices, and be 
turned to theGuſt, and: be taken away,as the Wicked are, who 
know not God ; yet nevertheleſs I know it ſhall not be with 
-my ſoul as it ſhall be with the Wicked, for it ſhall go ill with 
them that Die and be cut-oft in cheir Sins, but through the 
love of the Lord it is,and ſhall be well with my ſoul, tor thar 
ſhall Live and never Die, whatever comes upon my: Earthen 
Veſſel; wheretore I will notſay ina murmuring way, Lord 
why 'is it thus,that as tooutward appearance thou takeft away 
the Righteous with the Wicked, and cuteſt off them that fear 
thy Name vvith them that fear thee not,as if thou hadſt no re- 
gard to thypeople,nor reſpett to them that call upen thyName, 
nor care over thoſe vvho (ervs thee vyith an upright Heart ; 
2 .- *buſ 
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but-T vvill be ftill, and knovv that the Lord he is God,%and © 


may do as ſeemerh good in his Eye, vvhoſe vvorkingsare 
- Myſterious, and his doings very Strange, and his aCtings ve- 
ry Marvellous in the eyes of many; vvhois even to vyvonder- 
ful for his people;unto vvhom: he 1ntends good altogether, for 
_ 'oh he loveth them.,and they are dear unto himas the Apple of 
his Eye, they are his Portion vvhich he hath: choſen, -and his 
'Taheritance: for ever, vvhich -he-hath'purchaſed for himfelf; 
vyhois God overall bleſſed for evermore. 
Oh; dear Friends Brethren and Sifters,. my; dear unfeigned 
'T.ove extends to you all in the Truth of onr God, vvherein 
my foul ſalutes you-vvho Love and Serve the Lord -vvitha ſin- 


cere and upright Heart ; and in SpiritI am vvith you, though . 


outvvardly ſeparated from you for the Seeds ſake; and cruly 
my ſoul ſtmpathiſeth* vvich you in your Tryals & Afflictions;, 
both invvardly and ouryunily; and oh thatTI could help you, 
frichmy foul; but vvell, 'Tcan cry unto him vvho isable to 
help you, unto vvhom, dear Babes, I muſt keave-you,, who 
knowethhow it is with ever one of -you all, and is notwwant- 
ing in hisLove;. Mercy, Pity, Tendernefs; Compaſſion and 
Care towards you who-lovetht him, and watcheth+in his hoiy 
fear ; whoſe tender bowels-is more largely open towards his 
tender innocent hearted ones, then their weaknels is able to 
comprehend. Otrthe Lord: Almighty be with you, and the 
Arm of his Power incompaſs you about, and bear. you up, 
and keep you from Faintingand Falling as ſome havedone (to 
the diſhonour of the.Lord, and grief of your: Souls) and 
preſerve you tinto the end of your Daies, that you may finiſh 
your Courſe with Joy, and lay down your-Heads in Peace, 
and reſt from all your Troubles, Sorrows, Tryals, Suffterings 
and Afflictions, and receive the reward laid up for the Faith- 
ful who abide to the end ; this-is the -defire and breathing ot 
my ſoul ta the: Lord for you, who is your. Friend and -Com 
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panion 1n the Faith, Patience uo la Suffering of Jeſus ; and 
one that wiſheth that Grace, Mercy and Peace, Joy, Comfort 
and everlaſting Refreſhment, with Strentgh, Wiſdom and * 
Might, may be augmented unto you all ; 'and that the love - 
of .God may abound and fuper-abound in all your Souls, and + 
ſurpaſsall your.'Sufferings, thar thereby-your hearts may ba 
kept opentowards God,andoneto another,in.a large manner; 
and that you continue tender affeQtionated one«toeancther in- 
the-Truth, and be as meet-helps one to another; both out- 
wardly and inwardly, to-your+ Comfort, and to the-Praiſe of * 
the Lord God Almighty; into* whoſe hands I'commir youz . 
dear Babes, and the Lord-be with'you, and Comfort the - 
Mourners amongſt you, and Refreſh the heavy hearted ones, . 
and lift up the” bowed down, and heal the- Wounded, and - 
comfort. the Languiſhing with love, and lift up the weals - 
Hinds, and confirm the feeble Knees,and not ſuffte that which - 
is Lame to be turned out of thewway, but rather heal it, that: - 
the Halting may go upright, and the Lame may leap as an: - 

Hart, and the Tongue of the Dumb may fing of the good- 
neſs and loviag kindneſs of the Lord, and'make*mnention of 
his Mercy, and declare of his Poings, and magnifie his Naine 
in the the Land of the Living, Amen Halelujah:s From: your 
Friend and Brother im the' Truth; who hatt-often had YOU 7 
in remembrance, and: alſo longed ts viſit you with a few 
i.ines, but defirous to wait the Lords time; read and feel my; 
lsyz in that which is more precious and excellent then all 
Words whatſcever, wherein we are hid together; Farewet : 
dear Lambs: - Jn 
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THE original of the foregoing Limes was chiefly write 
"B . to Friendsin the” Town of Colchefter, -but having free 
fJom.in the.Lord, and even preſſed thereunto by his Love; 
I thoughtmeet to3ſend Copies, thereof! to go among-Priends 
ins Suffolk; -Norfolky-or elſewhere, as Friends. have freedom to 
Communicate them-one to another. .., _—_ | 


> And dear Friends, let this ſignifie.unto you that my joul 
loveth you, and havea remembrance of, yau, aud a Brotherly 
care and afteftion towards you in; the Truth, wheren-T defire 
your- Proſperity, :Tranquility.and Pre rvatien, iri this day of 
Tryal, in-this fiour and power of Darkneſs; eyen-as Tdefire 
for my own Soul, the Lord my God even your God is my 
Witneſs; deſiring that I and you (with all who love the Lard. 
...in Sincerity, and: that- make,meation of his Name in Truth 
. and Righteouſneſs) may all-be kept cloſe in Heart and Mind 
unto the Lord, ſtanding upon our watch in the Light, with 

. . the loines of our-minds girded up unto God, having on the 
- Breft-plate of -Righreouſnels, and the Helmet of Salvation to 
' puide, ear and order us aright, that we may not-be Bewil- 
- Fred in this: day, of Storms' and Tempeſts, and eſpecially ro 
have and hold faſt the Shield .of Faith, by which we may be 
able to quench and fend off all the Fiery Darts of the Wicked, 
withinand without ; yea to have on the whole Armour of 

- Light, being fitted for theF iery Tryalsand Tribulations, that 
ſonothing may come upon.us unawares,before we be fitted for 
-it; oh that it might not be with any of thoſe who. profeſs 
' Righteouſnels,as 1c was with the Pcople in the daies of Noah, 
who were Eating and Drinking, and Sporting themſelves, 
Marrying and giving in Marriage, and knew not till the Flood 
Came an ſwept - them away.; but ok that we may all ſtand 
upon our Watch-Tower, andall hold faſt our Integrity in 
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the Lord, and. keep cloſe to our Be Love, and none to deale 
unkindly towards the Wife of his youth, by cafting fer off, 
and going after other Lovers, but all be tender over her, and 
{til} love her with your whole Hearts, and cleave unto her,for. -- 
ſhe-is a-Spotleſs Virgin, and never was Defiled with the al- * 
luring man of Pleaſure, ſhe. is very Beautiſyl, * Amfable and:- !: 
Comely in the Eyes of the pure in heart,and the Glory of the 
Lord God is her Dowry, and bleſſed for evermore is the ſoul : 


that is joyned with- heriin a perpetual Covenant, never to-be+ -- 


_— WE ORE <1 
We all .m this Priſon; who-{uffereth upon Truth accourt- 


are in a meaſure of Health at preſent, through the Love and - i 
Goodneſs -of our God, bleſſed and praiſed. be his Name for - 

_ evermore; whoſe tender Comraſſion faileth not towards them 
who love him, therefore are his people not Conſumed, but - 
preſerved. as Lambs .in-the mid{t "of Ceveuring 'Wolves, by 
him the good Shepherd of rae/ ; 'whoſtoperth the: Months of - 
Lyons, andchaineth up the Bcalt of Prey-for his littleBlocks 
fake; whom he ſo dearly loveth, that they- may behold kis Po- © 
wer, and admire his Love, and truſt ia his Name, 2nd return — : 
che Praife- unto him whoſe Mercies are: overall this:Works, + -, 
glory to God in the highelt ; my Love falates/you; ralhfare- - 
well dear Friends. | K \*v0\ 
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Humble Heart: 


Given forth from 4 Chitd in rael, whoſe ſoul very dearly loverh 
his Heavenly. Fathers Ghiliren, much deſiring (and travelling 
in Spirit for) their Proſperity in the Truth, even as for his own 
ſoul; and the Author hereof believing and knowing that this 
following: Treatiſe may (if the Lord will) be of ſervice unto 
many, of the tender, honeſt, ſimple, -(ingle, upright-hearted 
ones, who are following on to know the Lord inthe footſteps 

. of Righteouſneſs; and who aefireth to paſs over on to the end, 
:n the ſtrait way of Holineſs ; therefore, een for their ſakes, is 
- this following Treatiſe Publiſhed from a conſtraint of Gods lave, 


in ſinzl-neſs and fumplicity of Heart. 
0 and goodneſs of the Lord fhewed towards thee,ne1- 
ther forget the exceeding toving kindneſs of the Ho- 
ly One manifeſted unto thee, oh my Soul ; oh let the ſence of 
what the Lord thy dear, tender, pitiful, compaſſionate God 
hath done for thee, continually be freih in and upon thee,oh 
my'Soul; for the Lord thy God hath freely done that for thee, 
which none beſides him the mighty one. could do: Oh m 
Soul the Lord hath brought thee out of the Pit, even out of 


the 
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'-the horrible Pit; and out ef the Mira and Clay, wherein thvu 
once ſtuck fo faſt,as that thou couldſt'never have been able to 
-. have getten out by all:means poſſible thou couldſt have inven- 
- ted, but muſt have ſunkdeeper and deeper therein,and ſo have 
periſhed. for ever, had not'the Lord: God of infinite mercy 
helpeÞthee, who did caft his eycof pity:and compaſſion up- 
on: thee, and out. of his. meer mercy,” love and free grace, 
ſtretched out his hand to help thee, oh my ſonal, when none 
beſides him could help thee, and by his arm of his loving kind- 
neſs.lifted thee up out of the horrible pit, out of the mire 
and clay, and bathſer thy feet upon a:Rock which ſtands ſure, 
and can never bemoved, and thereon he eſtabliſheth thy go- 
ings, praiſes, pure- living .righteous praiſes to the Lord thy 
God be rendered by thee, oh my ſoul, even forever and'for 
eVermore. 1g} 

Oh my. Soul, remember thou -waſt once even like a peer 
filly Sheep without .a Shepherd, : wandering upon the harren 
Mountains and dry Hoaths 1n the Wilderneſs and ſolitary 
- Places, full of Trouble, Sorrow and Perplexity, and knew not 
the way tothe Fold of Reſt, oftentimes mourning and weep- 
10g alone, as a Dove withour her Mate, when no eye ſaw thy 
{orrow but the Lord alone; often ſaying in thy heart, whoſe 
State and Condition. is ſo0.miſerable as-mine ? who ſo Poor agd 
Deſolate asI'? -noneknowing how it is with me but the Lord 
alone ; Andindeed the*Lord then ſaw thee and knew how 
it was with thee, oh my ſoul, and he the tender God of 
unfathomable bowels of Compaſſion beheld thee in thar day, 
'when thou-.didſt cat :thy bread Weeping, and mingled thy 
drink with Tears, and he the compaſſionate one heard thy 
ſecret crys, and knew thy ſecret delires, and thy ſighing and 
groaning cntred into his ears,and thy tears whici: thou drap- 
ped upon his Alter laid open unto.the view-of the eyeot:thy 
tender merciful God, and his tender 'bowe's was moved with. 
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pity towards thee; and for /his own Seeds ſake he had .com-- 
paffion upon thee, oh my ſaul,; and helped thee in the day 
of thy Trouble, and delivered thegout-of Diftrels,- who free- 
ly reached forth his. Arm .vnto thes, and.-took thee by the 


Hand, :and brought thee out of the Wilderneſs and deſolate 
Places, and. ſerthy::feetin the right way which-hath led thee 
toa City of Habitation,and to the Fold of Reft; and now the 


Lord (whe both ſought thee, and found thee out,and brought 
thee out of the- Wilderneſs, and from off the barren Moun- 
tains). he is become thy Shepherd, oh my ſoul, and how canft . 
theu want any good thing; he;oftentimes feedeth thee, and 


even cauleth thee toliedown 1n green Paſtures, & leadet{yrhee 
by the ſtill Waters, even Sh:ils's brook, which runs foftly, and 
he ſpreadeth thy Tablein the fight of thy Enemies, and 
anointeth thy: Head with the oyl of Gladneſs, and caufeth thy 
Cup te overflow with new. Wine; and/hath broughtthee to 
fit under tby own Vine, and under thy -Fig-tree,” and none 
ſhall make. thee afraid, oh my foul : Oh the Goodneſs of the 
Lord, oh ths Kindneſs of the Lord, oh the Mercy of the 
Lord, oh the Pity of the Lord, oh the Compaſſion of the 
Lord God of render--Bowels 1s even Unutterable, Unſpeak: 


able, Unfathomable and Incomprehenlible-z Oh the Heighth, 


olthe Depth, eh the Length, oh the Breadth of the Love of 


the: Lord: Oh my ſoul! cruly when thou meditateſt of rhe 
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goodneſs ef the Lord, and confiderelt of his loving kindneſs 
and mercy ſhewed tewards thee; oh, how can bur the ſence 
thereof pitchthee even upon a ftand of admiration: Oh ſure- 


ly, farely when thou, oh my--ſoul, lookeft..back into: his 


Works;& conlidereſt how much he hath wrought in thee, and 
for thee,thou canſt ſee no end of his praiſes;oh praiſes,oh living: 


praiſes, holy righteous praiſes untothe pure holy righteous - 


Eord God be aſcribed by thee,” ohrmy-ſoul, for ever and for 
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.everlaſting-Reſt and eternal Happineſs : Oh,my foul,the Lord 
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Oh my Soul as thou art kept inthe freſh ſence and remem.- 
brance of the great Loving Kindneſs, ' the great Mercy, the 
preatPity andunſpeakable Compaſſhonof the Lord thy tender 
God which he hath;and' daily doth manifeſt unto thee, okmy . 
ſoul; oh, how canft thou but in the ſence of Geds unſpeak- _ 
able Love aboundan Love, in Pity, 'in Mercy, in Kindneſs, 

- in Tenderneſs and Compaſſion:towards all _— 'but eſpect> - 
ally towards all Souls. who are:Seeking, Thirſting,Huogring, 

- Breathing, "Crying and Painting after Righteouſne(s, Peace, 


thy God Tmoweth'the frame of thy Spirit, the Lord knoweth 
- the tenderneſs of thy Bowels, and the operineſs of thy Be- . 
ſom towards all'the Seekers after Righteouſaels, towards all 
the 'Travellers to $is2, - and towitdsallche Mobrners there--; 
in: Olty,my ſoul, remember how that at ſometimes when che. 
great- Fountain, the great Deep hath opened, and-iffued forth” 
of his tulneſs into thee, oh my ſoul ; and, when-:Joy. hath } 
come into thy heart as a River, 'and: GladneG.ag@ miginy: 
Streath; Refreſhings as ſhowersin'the Spring;; and:Conſolafiom 
as due upon the-tender Plants, and when thew-couldſt ſing for 
joy ef heart, and ſhout aloud even Praiſes: and Halelujahs ro 
thy God, that then, even thentbou,-oh':my ſoul, . remem> 
breft the Poor and Needy in-his own: Eyes, and: think! 
-thou heareſt his cry ſoundingin thy-Bar,. 2nd his foul ſayin! 
In ſecret; Oh how many is there who Eateth'of the:largeil 
Loaves,and Drinkeſt of the largeft full Flagons; but.oh;alas fax 
-me, I have ſcarce a drop of Refreſhment, hardly a crum6 
'Confolation, | but my 'Tears is my-Meart and -Drink:Day: art 
Night, whiteſt my Enemy ſaith unto me; where is thy 450d! 
Oh I g6 bowed down all the 'day:long; ghd none 'kndwelnd 
'Sorrow but the Lord alone; ON, I am evenas an. Owt ink 
Deſart, indas'the Pelican inthe Wildergeſs, Iam as thealon 
Quai! in the ſtubblo:Fields, ry a5'the Dontermourmingifor rh 
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tofs of her Mate, and as the alone Sparrow upon the Houſe 
top, and-as a Woman forſaken and grieved in Spirit ; -Oh, 
'whoſe Conditior- is like mine ? isthereany amonglt the Sons 


-- ſoDry and Barren as ?. oh, is there any {a Cold and.Pruttleſs 

to. God-ward as [7 is:there :any. ſo Deſblate as? Oh.my 
 ſeanneſs, oh my. leannefs,: oh how.- long, how long ſhall it 
bethus with me? oh how long, how long ſhall I fit mourn- 
ing as by the River of Baby/on with my Harp laidaſide? oh 
-when,: when ſhall I walk again in S:0»;, and travel in the 
| 'Strects of Feruſelem ? with a new Song in my Mouth, and 
everlaſting Joy upon my Head,and living Praiſes ia my Heart 
unto the Lord who. dwelleth in his Sox, and his preſence is 


20g to boover;,and the nights of my Sorrow to paſs away, and 


wiped from mine. Eyes ** oh when will. the Lord give me 
Beauty inſtead of Aſhes, the Oyl of Jop» for Mourning, and 
the Garmeat of Praiſe for the Spirit af Heavineſs, that TI (a 
Poor Dry Barren one) might become:a Tree of Rightconlnets, 
| bringing forth Fruit of Holineſs abundantly, to the praiſe of 
the Lord God, that hein and through me might be glorified? 
 Olx when Thall my.Wiater be over, and the terrible Storms be 
gone? oh when ſhall the cold -nipping; Froſts Ls expeiled;& the 
®Darkneſs and Gloomineſs berextinguiſhed 2, oh-when wyl che 
FSun of Righteouſheſs break forth;unto me inthis.Glory; and 
Hhis:warm Beams. refreſh and warm my poor cold. Soul ? ol 
when will the Spring come,. when ſhall Tknow a Spring-time 
the Lord ?: oh: when. will. Summer come? ok. wheq will the 
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and Daughters of Men like unto me? is there any ſo Poor as 
I *: oh, is there any ſo Needy as I? oh is there any ſo Weak 
and Feeble asI.?: is there any fo Fooliſh as I? eh, 4sthereany . 


great in his .Jer»ſatem; . but ok alaſs.for. ma, . Iam as one.caſt 
out of his ſight, and one-who walketh dejected. all-the-day 
long;:: Oh-when will the. Lord cauſe the days of my Mourn- - 
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my Sighings and 'Groantngs to vaniſh, and all Tears to be .. 
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fnging-of Birdscome? oh when ſhall I kear the yoice'sf the * 
Turtk in my Land? oh when will the Showers from on high? 
fall down upon my Soul ? oh when ſhall T receive the early” 
and latter Rain ? oh when ſhall I come to fit uffer my own '* 
Vine, and- under my: Fig-tree, and none to make me%afraid ?* - 
Oh how long ſhall'my Beloved be hid*from me, as inthe clifts: | 
of-the.Rocks, and as in the ſecret places of the Stairs?” ſorme-* _ 
tines indeed he ſhews himſelf unto me,asbehindthe Wall,and+ *© 
as through' a Lattis, and then my Bowels, my tendef Bawels! 
are moved for him : . Oh'wher, oh when ſhall Thave a fult 7 
enjoyment of him whom my ſoul loveth?* ol that Fcould but? 
plainly hear his Voice, and petfeCtly ſee his' Face ; for oh in« ©- 
deed {weet- is his Voiee, and his*Counterance is vety-comly 3 - 
my. ſoul deſireth him in the Night feaſon, and 'in the Morn? 
ing E feek him early ; but oh I cannot find him whom my 
ſoul loveth, for he hath with-drawn himſelf. from me,and i! a® - 
is the caule of my .Leaniieſs, Coldneſs, Barrenneſs and Un- 
fruitfulneſs to God-ward; which is*the cauſe of my Sorrow, 


. Tears, -Sighing,. Groaning, Mourning and walking DeeCted 


all the day long. ., | 1-8 

Oh, indeed there was a tim&'once wherr my Bel6ved knoc - 
ed at the, Door of my Heart, ſaying .again and again, open, + 
open, unto me; my Head is wet” with Dew, and my Locks - * 
filled with the L)rops of the Night; open,*open utito'fne, and *- 
let mein; -but'oh wo's me, I was'gotten into a Bed of falſe 
Eaſe and wrong- Security, afid was loath to come out; but I 
made many excuſes, and ſaid, T have pur off my-Coat, how 
ſhall I put it.on ? Thaye waſhed my” Feet howThaHl Tdefile 


them, &e2?. andT lingered folong, as that'imy Beloved\wvith- 


drew himſelt;- and at lalt I rpſe (in'my own time} not'whed” © - 
he called). to open: to my- Beloved, and he wasgons, and thefx* ? 
I called him, but he did not'anſwer me, T ſought him, butdid © 
net.find him; and oh, my Bowels, my Bowels-is even pained = 
TO for - 
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z- for him, 2nd my Soul panteth: after him, even as the Hart 

painteth-:after the water Brooks ; - Oh that I could bur fiad 

' him whom fy ſoul loveth, oh_'T would hold him,. T would 

--» hold him-faſt, T would not let him go ; - he ſhould lie all night 

in my Boſom, I would be watchful and diligent that I grieve 

_ him not,and very -fearful of difpleaſing of him, and would take 

- heed of giving himany cauſe whereby to-kaveme,and thus to 

hide his Face trom me ; but oh,alalsfor me; 'when:ſhall I find 

him, when will he come, I long for ?5Oh when, when ſhall I 

- have my full. enjoyment of him.?...6h,- when will he bring me 

iato his Banquetting-Houſle, arid -his Love beeven as a Banner 

over me, his left hand under-my* Head, 'and his right £mbra- 

. fing of me, ſtaying me with :Flagons, corffortin me with 

Apples, making me Sick of Love, 'givitng me of his ſpiced 

' Wine, andof the juce of his Pomgranets ? oh, if thus T could 

come to enjoy him, whom my Soul Loveth, then would all 

Tears be wiped: away from mige Eyes, and I forger-my-Sor- 

row, becauſe of Joy and Gladneſs,. and thenſhould T look no 
more Sorrowful, but ſhauld Rejoyce, as Havnmah did, and fay; + 

 -Oh my Heart rejoyceth in the Lord, and my Horn is exalted 

in the Lord, and my Mouth is enlarged over my Enemy(who 

- faid-unto me,I ſhall be al ways Barren and Unftuitful)-becauſe 

_ I rejoyce in his. Salvation, . who hath regarded my low/Eftate; 

oh, now I the Barren ſhall bear Seven, and ſhe who hath had 

many Children wax Feeble, now I the parched Ground be- 

come a Pool,-and I the dry Heath Springs of Water, now I 
«lie ſolitary place Rejayce, and I the Defarc blofſlomasaRoſe, | 
Ethe Poor one made Rich, and.I rhe” Weak one made; Strong, 
I the;Fooliſh one. made Wiſe, I the Empty one overflow'with 
Fulneſs; now«the days of my fore Mourning turned ifito Joy, 
and the nights of my Sorrow turned into Pleaſure;and- the ſea- 
ſons of my. ſeeking ;him whom, my ſoul loveth turned into 
times of ſweet repslcs with him int his bed'of ſolgee's! - Bur 
oh, 
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oh, alaſs for me, T may fpeak-of theſe things, but oh,. when, 
when wilt itbe thus with me ? oh how long ſhall I wait,how 
leng ſhall T ſeek, how long ſhall - call and utter my voice - 
weeping, ſaying, oh come away, comeraway unto me, thou - 
whom I mourn.for, whom T long atter, whom my fouloveth;- 
ohT have waited folong that I am weary; -*-and- begin to be 
almeft without hope of his-coming 'any more unto-'me : 
Well what ſhall I do, and whether ſhall T go? I will evenlay 
medown in Sorrow,and make it my Bed, and make Grief*my --- 
Sheets, and Tears-my Pillow, and Sighing and; Moyening G 
my Sleep, untill he-come vvhom, my ſoul loveth;; ;for verily I- - 
canaot, I cannor be ſatisfied vvith another beſides him: 

Oh, vvho amongſt the Son: and Daupgliters of Men {hall I 
make my moan unto? unto vvhom-ſhill I complain andeaſe - 
my heart unto ? 'vvhere ſhall T find one vvho is fenſible of my 
condition, that can ſimpathize vvith me, and thatean ſpeak a -- 
vvord in ſeaſon unto my poor ſoul, ohzis it thus vvith anyasit = 
is vvith me ? Yes, ves, I believe thereis many hath-been,and - 
many now are in thy condition : Oh, where-may I find one 
of them,that | might eaſe my-heart unto him, and ſpread my 
condition before him 2. for, oh verily my Bowels is very open 
to thoſe who be in my condition ; well, have patience, be 
quiet, and be ftill,and lend an ear unte me, and 1 may ſpeak a 
little how it 1s with me, and 1t may be. (if the Lord will) to 
thy comfort ; for, oh truly my foul loveth thee, oh-my heart 
is moved with compaſſion towards thee, oh my bowels, my; 
howels is open unto thee, and my foul greatly fimpathizetlr 
with thy ſoul, and could even wiſh my ſoul (for a time) in 
thy fouls ſtead; oh,though indecd I am but a Child, yet truly 
Iam m ſome meaſure ſenſible of thy condition, and can read. 
hy my own; and oh how wilkngly would I help thee; ac: 
cording to my ability ; oh, fruly methinks-I woulceven be a 
help unto all who (tand in need of heJp,bur eſpecially unto thee 

| thou 
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--#hou poor ſoul; What art thou Poor ? ſoamT; what artthov 
' Weak and-Feeble? ſo am I oftentimes; what art thou Empty ? 
ſoam I oftentimes ; what arc thou Cold and Barren? fo am. I 
 Jometimes ; what artthou as one Deſolate and Deſtitute? fo 
am 1 fometimes ; what deeſt: thou, eat-thy Bread Weeping, 
and-mingle thy- Drink with ty Tears? 1t js {0 with me. at 
- ſometimes, when T want the enjoyment of hym whom my ſoul 
- Joveth, for truly 4tis with-me ſometimes as it;is with thee ; for 
; Tomerimes; I have not the enjoyment of myBKeloved,-as 1 have 
at other times; bur ſometimes he ſeems to be withd-rawn.and 
. to hide his*Face from me;.oh then it is with me as it is with 
- thee; oh then Sorrows take. hold upon me, and:Trouble ſur- 
- roundeth me aboutas a Wall,, and Mourning covers me as a 
Garment, and none ſeeth my :Tears but the Lord; oh then 
. my Leanneſs, my-Leanneſs, my Coldneſs and Barrenneſs.is 
my greateſt Burden, which. cauſeth me to go bowed down 
- in Spirit, ſaying 1n my hearr, Oh, whether is my Beloved 
. gone, and what 1s the cauſe he hath with-drawn himſelf from 
' me? wherefore.isit thus with me, what is the matter, what 
. Thall I do, what will the Lord leave me, what will my God 
. forſake me, what will the Lord now caſt me off who hath 
done ſo much for me-? oh what 15the cauſe that it.is thus with 
me ? whereforeis the Windows of Heaven ſhut up, and the 
Shovvers of Refreſhment trom on high with-held from me?oh 
onee I could ſay the Lord is my Shepherd, and my ſoul doth 
not want; he cauleth me to feed,and even to lie down in, green 
Paſturcs, and leadeth me by the itil Waters, and-{preadeth 
my Table with Daintes, and anointeth my Head with the 
'Oyl of -Gladne(s, and cauſerh my Cup to overflow with new 
Wing: Bur oh, alaſs tor me now, I am in a Dry ani Thirſty 
Land where no Water is; Oh, what hath the Lord caſt me 
eff forever? oh my Tears ismy Meat and Drink, whilſt | 
my En:my faith unto me, wheres thy God, doſt thou think 
| 'he 
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' ment Tfcel ftirtingininero wairupon'theiLord paticngly and 
: to truſt in him,'though:I donot ſee himz*and to-reh 


| to. rele ypon 

- bim and hope iti his tender bowels, when he ſeems to be far. ol . 

- me, and to roul my ſelf upor him; and furely he-will appear 

. again" toi 'thy-Joy,”.oh my *ſ{oul, whocankt .not he. ſatisfied 
without his preſence; eventhe preſence of the Lord:thy God, 
which thou defireſt -more then. all ghmgs elſe ED - 
wherefore the Lord feeing'it is ſo wittr thee, . that thou deſireſt 
his preſence'more then all ether chings-; ſurely, ſurely he will 

- not caſt thee off for. ever, ſurely kewill appear again, to th 

- joy; wherefore, why art thou, ſo. mach caſt-down, oh myHout, 
and why arttbou thus dilquieted within thee? ..qh hope, hope 
thou in thy-40d, for thou ſhalt yet: praiſe him,*the Lord will 
yet again command his loving kinuneſs in theday gime, and 
i1athe. night;feaſon, his ſong thal} be with<thee, even, praii's 

 tp-the Godraf ;thy Life ; oh waigpagiently,npeathe Trord, gat 

.rvuſt inthe living God, whoſe gnoeſſions fail nNoLEowan)s 


thyule 


"Tp WCLLD INS 
thoſe vholove him yoh, he vvilllendoont his iigh 


mto'thecagain, and.it ſhall bring. theeunt@bihdly HilLand: - 
_ tohis Tabernacle, and then ſhalcthou goto the:Altarof God, * 
of . God thy. exceeding [Jogg-and--upen. thy Harp ſhalt thou: 
-thy- PUight aad-J0y;-oh, tis good: - 
mefly tovyait.dpon'thgylord; for . 
: | | Ne ,' .untothe . 
Sbut vvhich feekethr him; akd cannot be fatisfied vyirhour him; . 
oh, vyait paxiently upon him eye as a'Sepvant yvaiteth-upon- 
his Mafter, *and25*a Maiden atthe hand of. her Miſtres, {o - 
do'thoti yvgie for the Lord andeven asthe Hugbandrizan veho . 
ſovyerh ys Sed inthe Rixthietulargrpativage for ituntil he. 


praiſe the/[:6rd thy God, 
for thee beth to'hdpe art 
the Lord's good" to'the: 


& that vvaits: upon. h 


rtceiveth' the ely* andlartet:Raing ſodo»thou vvait=pati- 
ently upon the. Lord, vvho-vvill beunto thee-as the-carly-and 


latter Rainin due ſeaſon; wait upon him, he who-is to come, . 


wilt com, and will not. tarry,: arid his reward wil be-with 


him; even fulneſs of Joy; Comfort, Peace Reſt and (weer. 
SarisfiQtion unto thies ;. for ſurely; ſurely,” the Lord wilknes : 


ver leave thee nor forſakethee, if thou forſake him not: ; indeed 


he.may ſeem to hide his Face fromthee for a time,but without + 
doubt he. will appear again tothy.Comfort, who cannor live 


without bim ?.'@h my- ſoul, the Lord hearerh thee often ſayin 
in eret; alaſs,:: What is the Glory. of the World 'unto me : 
what is the Honour and Praiſe of the World unto me.? what 
is the Favours, . Friendſhip and Eſtimation of the World to 
Mme? what is the Vanities,vain Sports;Delights:&Pleaſures af 
the Sons and. Datighters.of Men to jne.? ol4urely: all thee 
things are, bras Drofs arid Pwtig'uhro-me,-'in.compariſon of 
the Lord my God, whois the Fountain of everlaſting Joy, 
Delight and Pleaſure; oh, if T enjoy. him fully Thave-enough; 
he4s:the joy. of thy Heart, the Tejoycing and _ my 
Spirit; tlic ſtretgth of my Reins,'the girdleof my. Loines ; 
whercfare, 'howW! tan I live without im? bb my ſoul; [the 
| | | | Lord 


tand [Truth. . 
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Lord intends.good unto thee by. all his dealings with: thee,: if 
. he withdraw'foria:time, and hide his: Face fray: thee-for | a lea 


ſon, it-is thereby-to- ler thee ſec what thou-ax6! without him, 


I, 4 


how Poor, how Weak, how: Feeble, how Fooliſh, how 
Empty, how Dead, how Dry, how Cold, how Barren and 
Untruitful art thou withour'the Lord ? ' that ſs,thou being 


- made:truly ſenſible of thy own Weakneſs and Tpability,. niay 
be: the more ſenſible of: the needfulneſs of; the: ſupporting 


Power, and upholding Arm, and ſaving: Grace of the Lord 


thy:God, and the-more to relieand depend 'upon the Lord; 
oh my ſoul, though the Lord withdraw-his preſence from 


thee, thou comeſt the more to know what: the want of his pre- - 
fence is, and comeiÞto learn to'prize the Tweet /enjoyment'ef 


his. preſence rhe .more, 'and to hold him faſt and cleave unto 
him, and tobe very vigilent and careful rhou deft not grieve 
him, ner do the thing that may-cauſe himto: withdraw him- 
felt frem thee,ch-my ſout.Oh my ſoul,thon wuſt-learn tr know 


' how to Want, 'and how to Abound;; how'to be Full,,and-hoiw 


to be Empty; how to be Rich, and how to be Poor; andiin 


every Conditicn to be content, and not to murmur againſt the 


Lord ; the Lord can open and none- can” ſhut, and he'can 


' ſhut and nonecan open; the: Lorg ean. operithe windows;of 
Heaven and ſhower dovwin abundantiyupon thee, oh my fonl, 


and even make a Plenty in thy Land,; even cauſe thy -Store:to 
abound with Corn,andthy: Fats overflow with new Wine; and 
he can alſo ſhut upthe windows of Heaven for atime, & make 


aFamine.in.thy Land,if he pleaſeth,and thou muſt notſayun- 


to him (ina murmuring way} why dealeft thou thus with 


mc ? fer indeed he may do vvhat he vvill do, and yet all-his 
doings are Juſt & Righteous altogether,and in all his dealings 
vvith thee, he thy dear, vender nurling Father, intends good 
unto thee, oh my ſou]. Oh, my ſoul, 'vvhen the Fountain 
openeth, and the great Deep overfloyveth, ang fills thee vvith 

Q 2 plency 
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plenty-of all things needful for thee,. even then,-ioh-my-ſoul,' 
_ dread arid fear tho beforetheilLorg; .anditake theediof | being . 
liked apln Hare, of being pifedop-ia: Mitd,1bf being ex. 


alted in Spitit, and'/bevvarciof:a'falſe Eaſeand virong Liberty 
and falſe Security, vvhichamay ſoon fteal. upon thee at ſuch a 


time; ifthoudonot abideupon the Warch,and dread the Lord, 


and drinkuhe Urauphes 6f -J6y in the:pure fear and trembling, 
never departing itherefrom,' in wvhav ever! chouenjoy ob the 


Lord, ot receive frotn the Lord,: or do:andi{uffer for the Lord, 


keep lovy ia Heart, 'meek;jn Mind, -humbleinp Soul, tender in 
Bovvels,- contrite itz Spirit, and rhen, oh my {oul; thou art in 
2 afe condition; truly, my: foul, -yvhen thou appeareſt: Wiſe, 
Strong; Rick and/Full enough;7 even' chen- thou art rather iQ 
| > RM then iwyhen thou ' appearefts Weak, Pooy and 

Empty in thy ovvn eyes,-.although thowart not-then vvithout 
danger, but haſt cauſe to fear-and vvatch in alkcondicions; 


'oh:my. ſoul,. vvhea thou appeareft Weak, Poor and Feeble in 


thy .ovvn. eyes; everythen; take heed/of-diltzuit and doubtrag, 


bur hold faſt thy Fruſt in'the Lord, and lethy Contidercean 


his Name be-firm, and-Hope in his tender: Bowels bt are, 
and conRantly relic and - depend upen him, and honour hun 
pv pray, inMm,; and ifhe killthee, :yettruſt- thou'in him, 
and never leave him ;; for, alas-whether. ſhouldſt thou:go;-he 
hath the wordiof' eternal Lifs, who:is worthy to be Glorificd, 
Magnified, Honoured: and- Praiſtd, Feared,. Served, Loved, 
and:'Obeyed forever, and for evermore. | 


-4;OQh/my-ſoul, -thou- dearly. leveſt thy Fathers Children 3; ofs,- 


thei ord knoweth how nearang dear his dear. Babes and ten- 
der' Lambs are unto thee, oh my-. foul;. oh, thou knowet 
them in the Spirit of Love,wherein thou-delighteſt to Iibrace 
them (even thoſe whom, outwardly, thou never ſaw) and 


(in{pirit) co claſp: them about, and iſs them with a Kils of 


!Peacc, and lugithepiin rhe Boom of. Indeprednels ;. al, thy 
(re: 4 4 Powels, 
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Bawels, 'thyBowels is open unto them, and thy . Love is gear © * 
itideed'rowards-:them,;as the Lord. thy God knowerh ;. and oh * 
that Jovemiglir' abound in thee more and more, -and.in-the * 
hearrs'of all the Children of Light, it may abound one fowards - 
another, as in..Days paſt, -an& Yegs which -are gone,: that it 
May appear; to all we zre of God who is Love, and thatwe © 
all arerrueDiſciples of Chriſt in that we love one another,not” * 
only in Shew and in Word, -but in Deed-and in-Truth, loving . 


one another ferveatly with a pure heart.” 3 HON 
-.Oh my ſoul, thou defireſt co ſimparhize vvith thy Father? * 
Children, -in their:Tryals, Sufferings and Afiictions ; and(in -* 
ſpirit)- ro-bear: a part vvith 'them therein; oh, thou Ueſitett- 
eve te Mournyvith therfthat Mourn, and to- Weep vvith © 
them. that Weep in ſecret; 'and to Rejoyce vvith them that * 
Re&oyce, and to Travel in-Spirit-vvith and for the Travellers 
to $:0z, and vvith the Travellers in $:9x, and to-wateh with - 
thoſe Watch-men, which-the-Lord hath {er upon 'the*walls 
of Feru/atem, who for-Sidns ſakeicannor be (till, arid for Jerys © 
ſatems fake cannot hold their peace; who ceaſe not tocry day 
and night to the Lord; and can give him noreft until he efta- 
bliſh Jersſalem,.and make her a praile.in the. whole. Earth. for © 
evermare.*: oo . 1 RE. 
« Ob-my-ſouf,*-be watchful and wary that thou doſt ndt in 
the leaſt degree ſeek Glory, Honour and Praifeto thy {elf,..and 
tobe had in efteem by others ; -but; ol wait:to feel ſe]F whol- 
| * ly Baptized into Death,*--and maderof no Reputation's and 
take heed: that tiy*-left hand. know not. what thy*right hand 
doth, and do: nothing to be ſcen.of men, -or whereby-to be 
accounted of by others; but in-all thou doſt,appeal untd hii)\ 
who ſeeth imſtcret, and he itas who will xewgrd thee ofen! = 
feck thou t@be only known;\ and- mauiteſted, to the purt 7. 
ercing.Witneſsie all Conſciences, and--to ſtand juſtified ang + 
approved. by:it,and.that.is, eaovgh;; no Honour, "no Gor, 
Ba hg ho 9 
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- - POPraife but to.God alone'; '0h;-ftrive not for Lordſhipang 
 Maſterſhip over others, burrather ſtrive tobe moſt Meekteft, 
-.. Loweſt, Huimbleſt, Tenders. and'Contite it» Mind:and Spirit, 

_ condelending even tothe Loweſt, and ſerving the Meaneft 
in love; ſeeking Peace Þd Unity among(t-Brethren, with 
all ſelf-denyal, -bearing, forbearing and forgiving for the Seeds 
fake ; bearirff with rhe infirmitics of the Weak and Feeble; 
watching for the good in all, withour refpettof' Perſons ; but 
not to watch for evil inany, for that 15sabominable in the eyes 
vf the Lord; and ſeek thou the '\glory of God alone, the: ho- 
- _ nour of his Name, exaltation and- ſpreading forth-of his 

-Triith, the freedom, growth and.reign of the-Seedof God in 
the hearts.of ail, the proſperity of his-terider Eambsp Babes 
and Children, that they may all ſtand in this day of Tryal, 
and be preſerved in this hour of -Darkneſs and Temptation, 
andeven to ſeek the-good of all, yea the good of thy greateſt 
Enemies, and have.noething .but love and . goed: will rowards 
thy greateſt Perſecutors, ſeeking the Salyatiou of all-people, 
- but not the Deſtruction of any. 

And, oh. my ſoul, be'circumſ{pe&; and vigilent, to walk fo 
as becometh the Goſpel, and thee to bean adorning to the 
Truth of God, and to .beas an holy example and righteous 
pattern.unto all people, where-ever I come, that I may be unto 
the Lord as a {weet ſmell and delectable favour, that the bleſ- 
:Fing of the Lord my God may be poured down upon me 
. yet.more and more, that I might become fruitful unto the Lord 
my God, and bean inſtrument in his hand among(t the Sons 
and Daughters of men, to the praiſe, glory, honour and re- 
nown of the Lord Almighty,: for evermore; oh my ſoul, 
watch and fear before the Lord, and take heed thou doſt not 
that thing to pleaſe others which thou knoweſt isnot approved 
- by the Lord ; keep thy eye unto the Lerd, & look not Out at 0- 
thers,to walk by Imitatior:,and if thou ſceft-him or her, one or 

' *another, 
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another-( whatever they be accounted of ) do thoſe things 
which the Lord allows thee not todo, d6 not thee do them 
becauſe another doth them, but watch and keep cloſe unto- 
the Lord, and take counfet of him. = _ | | 

_. Oli-my ſoul, de.not-judge;..or juſtifie thoſe things which 
thou haſt not 2 true diſcerning in, becauſe an other judpes or 

| juſtifies them, but rather be paſſive in rhat matter; and-ſtand* © 

{till and wait upon-the Lord for a perteCttunderftanding_in all: : : 
things. - +. 

Oh wy ſoul; ek not Liberty to the Fleſh, beware 6f. that + 
counted Freedom, which is indeed Bondage, Which hath ſtollen + 
upon many in their latter days ; oh my'ſoul, indeavour*to - 

. puroff thoſe things, which in their placo are laid tobe Law-' 

| ful, whichare a meansto hinder thy growth into the Eternal: 
And oh, walk wifely. before all men, giving no offence to:the - 
Jew nor Gentile,nor co cheChurch im God, knowing thatthere'is © - 
that which is Lawful, but not Expedient-; there is that which - 
is Lawtul, bat .ic Edifies not ;- wherefore forbare what may be © 
forborn, and:yet be not brought under the power of anything 
below-che life, bur ſeck 'after thoſe things which make for E-. 
dification;- Love, Peace-and Unity ; for God is the authot of 
Peace, and not the author of Confuſion, Strife, Contehtion -* 
and Debate : Oh my ſoul, thou doſt greatly defire that-T might. - - 
not appear;-ia the ſight of any of the Lords: Lambs and lictle 
ones, to be more-then what Ireally am: 4n and through the -* 
grace of God, by which Tam what Iam,” and his grace whict!' - 
he hath freely beſtowed upos-me hath norbeen in vain; praiſes  -- 
to his Name forever ; oh, I would not bz accounted of by any* 
ittle one to be more then what Ta 1n the Lord, but” racher -- 
let: me be hid, leſt hgnour theuld bexicribed unto that, unto, 
which it. doth” not helong; . for indeeiN]l honour belongs to' 
Ged atone; alas all Fleſh is as Grafs, and whar' is, Man he is 
but a Veſſel. wherein God may vppear or &fappear as he 
pleaſct2, 
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-..pleafethy and.indeed the.Lord is jealous of his Glory, attd he 
will not give it unto another ; wherefare my foul ſeek the 
glory, honour.and praiſe te:God-alone,. ugto whom only it 
15 due for ever and evermore. *. Oh my foul,. ' thou doeft, not 
v agt the loye,, the dear -unfeigned-love of the.Lords' dear 
Babes, tender Lambs and Children, ang oh thou defireſt then 
mayſt not Wantztheir prayers for thee, *oh' my fopl,” tharT 
may- be. preſerved in thus. day of trial, and be enabled.by the 
Lord -to finiſh my Teſtimony for him, co; his praiſe and my 
comfort, joy and peace for exggrmore, | 
Oh,my loul, tear thou before, the living God, and very dili- 
gently take heed left thou vvho ſtand'ftyhould fall, as ſeveral 
hath dope, ,totheir ovvn vvoe, and to the diſhonour of God, 
and to the cabfing.his:ynchangable.Truth to be evil ſpaken of, . 
and many ſeckers after Rightequſneſs.toſtumble, & the hands 
of S:ozs Enemies thereby Rrengthened againſt the Fanhfill'sf 
the Lord, vvhoſe hearts are made ſad, vvhom the Lordhath 
not niade ſad; even in the ſence of the ſad.condition of thoſe 
vyhoonce 4n ſome meaſure vvere acquainted. vvith the Lord, 
ence taſted of his Goodneſs and Greciouſnels, of his ſyveet 
unſpeakable, ove andPeacz,and even in ſome meaſure; tafted 
and handled of the vvorg of Lite, and of the: povvers of ths. 
World to come ; vvho vvere delivered out of ſpiritual Egyp# 
by an-qut-ſtretched Arm and mighty Pavver,and by the fame 
-Povver carried through the ſpiritual Sea and Wikderneſs, and 
did in meaſure<at of the ſpiritual Mear, and drink of the ſpri- 
rvai Rock, 'vyhich yvas made unto them asa pillar of Fire by 
nizht, 'and '7'pillar of a Cloud by day, &c, and: yet behold 
they are drawn back again Ly the Enemy of their Soul, 
through their yieiding unpco his Temptations, , and receiving 
his Protters,., and are turned as, the' Dog to his! Vomur, /and 
as the Sow; that was; waſhed to* her watlowing again in the 
mire; and haiÞ cyen. made Shipyrack of Faith and .a good. 
Cs ne Ort rey he; Conſcience; 
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:*Gogſcience, and ;are proved treacherous:Childrea, denying 
their Father who-begat them,':and _ off their Mother 


who travelled in- pain- to bring them forth;-and hating the 


 Womb'that bore them; and theiPaps which gave- them ſuck, 


and this-hath come upon them-through Carelefmels:and Sloath:: 
fulneſs,. and- through Reaſoning and Conſulting with'the E- 
nemy.-of their--Souls;- and+ through Igoking at the Trouble, 
Tryal, Sufferings, Strejghts and Difficulties which- appeared 
in -their - way, -and through luſting after *the- Flefh-pors of 
Feypr, through looking back-18to the- Eaſe, Pleaſure, Riches 
ang Honourof-this World, which hath-earried them away 


_ captive again*into #gypr;ibto the: houſerof Bondage -again; 


wherefore,-6t my ſoul, wateh, watch and ftand faft in that 
Liberty whicttthe true Chriſt the Power of God hath brought 
thee into, tand take heed thou be:not.intangled apainin-the 
yoak.of Bondage. 3:2: 2203 | UB. bike 
Oh my ſoul, : if there be ſome who once were tn ſome mea- 


fare Freſh, Green, Tender, L_ and Fruitfut unto:God, 
4 


who now have loſt their-Freſhneſs, Greenneſs, 'Tenderneſs 


- and[Fruitfilneſs towards God, and now Coldaeſs, *Deadnefs 


andBarremneſs is come'-upon. them” to' Ged-ward, and their 


 Loveand-Zcal-forthe' Lord waxed cold.; 6h +my ſaul, :if ic 


hath: thus happened+-unto ſome, oh, how:canft thou but fear 


*before the Lord, -leaſt the ſame ſhould happen 'unte thee: alſo. 


And if-ſome-there be whoſe: minds are . gotten into-a full 
Liberty, arid-are at eaſe in the Fleſh, living above.the Croſs 


of Chriſt Jeſus, which-Crucifies to the World, and grown Care- 
leſs and Negligent, ſpending their time often with vain Talk- 
-ing, fooliſh Jeſting, and needleſs Communication; how ought 


all to ſpend their time-in waiting upon the Lord,ia meditating 
and exerciſing. themſelves in the things -of God, being'very 
watchful over their Thoughts, Words, Works and Actions; 


: having the pure fear of the Righteous God freſh in their. 
R 


Hearts, 


hearts; Pruayy, as awe of him'always, leaft they ſhould Sin 
againt him-in Thought, Word:& Deed, lying down & riſing 


up'in- his pure fear; Eating & Drinking anddoing allthings in-- 
thepurefear of the Lord, ;knowing a ftay to-their Minds, a - 
fidp:o their 'Fhoughts; 2 bridle to their Fongues, a wateh- 
before their Mouth; ant] fearing. in their Hearts, leaſt they 


ſhould nbt.be watchfalenough over their Lives and: Conver- 
ſations;" yea even over their very Carriage and Geſture, their 
words'being very'few, ſober and {avoury, eyen ſavouring of 


thegizce.of Godiatheir hearts, they deſiring and endeavou-. 
ring/ro walk ſo as thatithey-mightin Lite, Carriage and Cog- - 
yer 


ation beas holy Patternsand righteous Kxamplesof Love, 


of Peace, of 'Holinefs and Purity, 'of Meekieis and Lowli- 


nefs, -of Tenderneſs and Picy, of Mercy and Compaſſion, 
of Parienceand long: Sufferiiig;of Sobriety and Gentleneſt co: 
that ſo they. might walk as becometh Saints,  Bianieleſs*\nd 
Harmlefs,: as Sons. of God;: 'withour'rabuke, in the'mid{tiiuf a 


crooked and perverſe Generation,. amongit. whom to thine as. 


Lights'to the adoraing of rhe -Truth of God- proteife4. by 
them; add tothe Glory; Henour.ave Pri... of the Lg: God; 


and.toche Joy, Comfort,Refecſhment,” Peace and Conſblatiort - 
of cheir:owf'Souls : «Ott this condition 13. very (weet;! bleſſed 
and happy ; wherefore cleave; . cleave, and keep cloſe unto - 


the Lord thy tender compatfionate God,and then affuredly the 


Lord will: cleave unto thes, and "will not :leave:thee,! oh may - 


foul ; wherefore lift up thy head-in the: aver, ve the'Lord, 
and look-up unto the holy-one, whole dwell! 

the holy-place ; and with thee, oh my foul, as thon art kept 
hamblej4n Hyart, contrice in Spirit, meck.in Mind and rrem- 
blertat his Word: i and look not 'at thy own 'Weakaebs, Fee- 


blenefsrand Taability, but keep thy eyerunto the: 'Tordand 


tyutt in his Name; relie and-depend upon his Arm,* and hope 
a his gender Bowels, whqg maketh the Poor Rich, the Weak 
drrong, 


ng'ison high in 
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Strong, the Simple Wiſe ; wait rhanipaianidy upon him, and 
 lookinot out at che -grearneſs of others medfures, ineither Took: 
thouat the |{ma]ne(s of thy own, leaſt? Eaintneſs,,'WearmelS! 
and Diſcouragemert ſhould thereby: \come in upon thee; and 
thou murmur becauſe thy meaſure 1s no greater, . but: bs thou. 
contentee,and truly {atisfied-with thy. portion, and be-faithful 
unto the Lord in.thy meaſure,. and being faithful inthe little,: 
thouſhalr be maderulerovermueh,: Capmgrinds the joy of: 
the Lord; wait upon him, who hath freely giveh an thee what! 
"thou haft of lIym,and he can give thee more;there was nothing 
in thee (that was of thee) which induced the .Lord'to com- 
munic#e;that>meaſure of hisfulne{s unto thee, which-ke:bath 
- diſpenſed. thee, butiof-his.ownimeer matey, tdrder love and 
free grace, who of his own free, willhath begotten thee againy 
-unto a living hope, ſo that thon weltknowett, chat it isnoths 
that willeth,nor he that runneth, bur-God wha ſheweth mer- 
cy: . Oh:chow hadit nor awakenegiout of theleepof .Sinand 
Corruption, -had notthe:nighty God thungredtrom bisdwel- 
ling place upen thee, and dwakened 'thee; | ohi my-foul;/furchy 
thou hadſt never been raiſed out of the dutt of Sin,” and grave 
of Iniquity, had not the Lord of his own free will raiſcd thee 
up, and brought thee torth by his own Almighty power':; 
Oh my foul, furely thou had(t never: (as of thy felt )-turned 
unto the Lord, had not-the Lordiof his-own. tree willitutned. 
thee, and after thou waſt turned thou Repenitcalt, and after 
thou waſt AfMitted thou fmoteſt upon thy Thigh,. yea: thou; 
 waſt confounded, becaule thou boreft the-ſhame of thy: youth; 
and {urely., my foul, aiierthe Lord had turadd thee: ihmica-! 
ſureto him, = hadit not followed him. .in rhennarrdwuand? 
ſtraic, Way, through the Croſs in the: Selt-denial,>bhadmotrhe; _ 
Lordithy God drawn thee after him-by the cords and worngs - 
of hg tender Love; and ſurely thou had{i turned back again 
from the Lord-iato the Mire zand Durt again; and hadik.never; 
2 QO 
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Stood untill this Hour, but muſt haye Fainted-and Dyedere: 


this Day, had .not the Lord'of kis.own' free will- Kept thee, 


Preſerved'thee, Upheld thee, - and- Supported thee by kis own- 
almighty Power, whoſe Grace hath- been ſufficient for thee, - 
both in the day of Proſperity, . and in the day-of Adverlity;. 
in the time of Tryal, -in.the hour of Temptation; and fo let © 


all Fleſh be ſilent inthee; .oh my ſoul, and'the Lord only Ex- 
alted, and-the Boaſter for ever Excluded, -and God alonehave- 


the Glory, andſelf wholly lain, and the Lord alone Honou-+ 


red and Praiſed, and his unſpeakable Love and free Grace, Ad< 


mired, and. his-.-holy.. Name Feared and Obeyed, by whole- 


Grace thowart what thouart; and his Grace:beſtowed upon: 
thee hath not-becn-in vain; bleſſed, -bleſſed'bethe Lord, and' 
pure holy: praiſes to him, and glory: and:halleujak-ro him-in 
the higheſt, Amen faith — + Oh,Lord,what was I;and 
what was. my-Fathers-houſe?. I was nexther a Prophet: nor- a 
Prophets Sen ;.. what,. was I, that. the..King of Glory:#hould' 


aft his eye. upon me, even when Þlay- as among'the Pits? + 


what was That he ſhould hold:forth the Scepter unto me,and 
T fhould find favour. in his {ight?. who regarded my low E-' 
ſtate, and raiſed me outof the-Duſt, and brought me: from 
off the Dunghill co ſit among Princes.: .. | 

. Oh my Soul, the Lord hath" done much for thee fince the 
day heformed thee in the Womb, - and-brought thee forth 


for his Praiſe ; he hath made che crooked things trait before: - 
thee, and rough - ſmooth, and: Mountains he hath laid-low 


before thee, and-removed many-..a-Hill out of thy way, and 
he hath made a way for. thee: in the Wikdernels, and: a path 


through \many a Thicker; he hath4opt. the Bough* with ter-- | 
ronr, ard the great one of : ſtature hath been hewn down; he*' 


did cut up the Thicket of the Forreft wittfIron, and Lebanoy 
did fall by: a mighty one ; oh, he hath madethe hard things 
eaſie_uato thee; oh, bow hath-his Love made theewilling +0 


<4 ...- 4%; 
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bow thy neck to the Yoak, andto take up the Croſs, arid*te=:- - 
tally to __ the Shame, and. to follow.the Lamb through 


fome Tryals and-Tribulations,: whoſe: love hath drawithee- - | 


after him, : whoſe- love hath (as it:were) made thee toforget.- 
thy fathers Houſe 2: Oh; how hath his love cauſed-meto caſt; © 
ather: lovers; and to love the Lord. my God,: who is now - 


become my Treafure,. and my heart is with hin? {0 that if T:--.. 
beſhutup in Priſon, -if- I enjoy-hin:;;.ohsther Days; Months 
and Years.may:paſs overmy::head;” and Timie is not-thought _ - 
long, aor- Suffcrings. hard, becauſe of: the enjoyment of the -- 


mee: of  the-Lord my- Treaſure, whom: my fout loverh,  -. 
pawhoſe ſake Tama willing to ſuffer; .whoſe*purefweet-re- - 


- 


freſhing, comfortable Preſence makes a Priſon. deliglitlome tc 
 o-Hirh Hh: 


me; .vraiſes, pure living praiſesto myGod for ever: 


becn wich me in fix Troubles, andn the ſeventh he hathnor -- 
left me; he 15my Buckler,; my Shield, my Strength, myRock,: --:. 


my Saic-Guard, my ſtroug:;Tower ;. wherefore Ple not fear - 


the threats of the Wicked,” neither regard the cruelty 6f the 


ungodly,-nor. heed the purpoſes of my Enemy, nor mindthe 
decerminations of unrighteous Men; through the ſtreagth-of 


my -God I will not fear,chough the Earth be removed and-car- 
ried-into the mid{t' of the'Sea 3..and though-'the Mountains 
ſhake,through the ſwelling thereof;..though the Hearhenrrage, -: 


and .the People imagine. vain. things,--and. the. :Rilers::take 
counſel againft ine,.He-not fear-what man-:can'do unto me; 
for the Lord is: with me, and I..ſhall not be .moved; andthe 
Lord will he!p me; and that-rightearly ; yet alas for me, poor, 


r worm, :J-am but a-;Child-weak: and-feebley butt indeeg - ] 


Laving had great experience af the loveof my- God; and of 
his tender Fath:rly care over me, -how-can-I but” confidently 
truſt, hope, rely and depend upon my God, believing thit he, 


themighty one; wil enable me,the weak one, to wade throigh 


who 


and;cndurs thoſe tryals he pleales;to exerciſe me withal 3. 
: > . CE. dy Z/ 
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-throuÞH his love and mercy hath cauſed my Tryals to work 
Aor-my good, praiſes to his nattie tor evermore, whohath nine 
times delivered me'our ef the hattds'of unreaſonable. men, out 
of their. Priions anJ "Hotes, where I have ſuffered for the 
Teſtimony of my God, through his enabling of me, without 
-murmuring againfthim;! praiſes-unto himalene, 'no honour, 
-no_ glory , but unto'Gad,” faith {my ſoul, :who bath kept-me 
-by his. power: from'howing to! the-Beaft, -or drinkingoof' ithe 
[Whores Cup ; pure praiſe. torny dear God forevermore,/ who 
.willfreerne once.again from Bonds in his own time.: bam 
willing to wait thy jeaſon;ghty God, whoart with me; and 
. oh let menever-Yepart front thee; © Lord,.andthen I know 


thou wilt never:leave me, bur'thew wilrbe my:God,-to help 
. me ftill, -and to ſupport me till, and tocomfore me ſtill, and 
.xefreſh me ſtill; and quicken-me ſtill, and to teed me ſtill with 
'Bread from Heaven, freſh Manna Moraing by Morning, and 
.give me 'to_drink of the River of thy Pleafure Daily; who 
Wilt cnable me” to ftand faithful to thee unto the end of my 
days, that I may finiſh my Teſtimony tor thee,thy Name and 
Truth in this thy day, even wich Joy, and lay down my Head 
in Peace,.in thy tender Eolom of endleſs Love, .oh my tender 
:God, and therein repoſe, with hy dear Childsen for evermore, 
and have.my full ſatisfaCtion of love in thee, thou Fountain ab 
Love, .and therein fetch my full breath tor evermore ; oh let 
it be ſo, oh let it be {o, oh my dear God, for thy own Secd fake, 
tothy own praiſe thou holy one, who 1s worthy, worthy of 
all glory, glory, -honogr and everlaſting than'c{ziving, and 
ure living praiſes forever, and evermore, Amen, Hallciujah, 
_ glory and eternal renown to the almighty- one inthe higheſt, 
men. 

Oh my,ſoul rhou dearly loveth the whole Flock of God 
awhere=evertl.ey are ſcattered upon the face of the Earth ;' oh, 
-thou greatly defireth their Profpetity*and Tranquility, and 

5299 that 
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that the Lord may: proſper ond bleſs them withal. fpirittial '- 
Bleflings in ChriſF Jeſus: -: Ok; the Lord-God keep: all: his Chil- 
dren every wherein this hour & power of Darkneſs, 'and pre-- 
ſerve 'his dear Babes amd tender Lambs in this-day of .great 
Tryal and manifold Temptation ; Olithe-Lordkeep. all thoſe - 
who make mention of his Name in Sincerity and: Truth; frem- 
bowingin'the lesſt degree umto'the Beaft, and:from.drinking - 
the leaſt drop of the Whores Cup; although ſhe ſhould be 
. permitted to drink'their Blood ; -Oh, - the Lord God Almighty 
keep his Sheep and-Lambs,who were once ſcattered abrond,; in 
the cloudy dark day, whom he hath: ſought :and ;found-out, 
and gathered-out of the defartrPlaces; and wafte howling Wil- 
derneſs, whom he hath: brought:trom off the barren: Moun- 
tains and dfy Heaths,into:thelow, low, low freſh green Val-- 
ley, where ihe putei{weet refreſhing conſolating 4priovgs of 
Life Eternal -encompaſfeth them: about ; - Oh, | the: Lord litep - 
themftilt and- quiet, minding+ their. Feethngy-and: not: atall 
hcee be raging of the Sea, nor regard the unmercitul:Waves 
tkcreot, which often-looks very lugh, asifthey world quite 
ov; flow the Valicy of the low Phaces, and idrown'all ' who - 
flee not into the Mountains (for Refug& and Safcry 4/cbar oh 
let not" the © hcep-are: Lambs,' amFhittle ones fear,:nor at all 
flec to the H*!!s for Retuge; for behold the Lordthe high and- 
mighty one, the holy @ne of 1/rae/ is their Shepherd, and he 
even continually watcheth over them, and: grearly carcth>for 
them, and he it is who hath'giving bounds to: the raguig: Sta, 
and he limits the proud Waves thereef, and: ſhumterh upher 
Floeus as he pleaſeth.; he can let forth'the* Wind, and futtct 
a Storm, and hecan make a Calm when he pleaſerh; hecan 
ctiuſe the Sexand'the Wing to obcy him 3. and rherelore: the 
Childrew'cf God'need netito fear yonebeiides Therkord, who: 
will fffer nothins to befal them bur whas ſhall; werk tor gooe 
to all his choſen taichlnl-encs ; wherefore-it'1s food for ail-cife 

\ Children” 


{:: Children of the Lord confidently totruſtin:theLord,and not 
.. -atall fear,- though-their Enermnes purſue hat] after them, and 
 -ſay in their hearts, 'Cowe,: come, ine well purſue them, we will 6- 
_}vertake: them,” our Luſls.:ſball be ſatisfied upon thews, we mill have 
: <the deſore-of our Hearts.conerning, them,” we will dr av our Swords, - 
: and. or .. Hands ſball. res een Anawe will EXY: whether . their 
Gods (i whom- they [ay they truſt) be able t0:deliver thens from 
- the ftroke of our Hawds ; Well, Jet not-{/reel heed the boaſting 
and threatning of his «Enemies, - nor- regard the--purpoſes of 
-chis Adverſaries,; though-they purſuc hard after him; and ſay, 
We will bring them back again into. Egypt, on elſe wewill vorally 
. -Diftroythem ;. Yet let not_1/7ael fear, for the. Lord his God is 
between him and his Enenues, .and-fights for-him againſt his 
_-Adverſaries, -and he in his Anger wall look down-upon them, 
 andtrquble their'Hoſt, and take off their Chariot-whkeels, and 
will blow in his Wrath-upon them, and the Sea-of-his righte- 
ous Indignation ſhall.caver them, and they: ſhall fink as Lead 
-in the bottom of his righteous Judgments, and he will get 
himſelf a Name through the deſtruCtion. of iS:ovs Enemies, 
and Honour and Magnifie:himſelf through the deliverance of 
his Choſen; who. will work wonders for his Redeemed,.inſo- 
much asthe-Dakes of Edow ſhall be amazed, and even trem- 
bling ſhall rake-.hold upon' the mighty men of Mes, and all 
Nations :ſhalt Thiver and quake -befqgge the mighty-God of 
T/racl,. who is.dreadful.in Holineſs, fearful in-Praites, doing 
Wonders: -Oh;let 1/reef hanour his God in-believing in him, 
and in truſting in his Name, in relying and depending upon 
his Arm of everlaſting ſtrength, and patiently without mur- 
murings to watt upon the Lord, for he that 4s to-.come will 
come, .and wil' not tarry, whoſe work 1s before him, and his 
reward is-with-h im, even Joy for the Mourners in S:oz, and 
Reauty: for. Aſhes,Gladneſs tor the heavy hearted in Jersſalew, 
Freedom for Bondage, Freedom from Weights, Burdens and 
-grievous Oppreſſhons. Oh 
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Ohrlet all. the Children of the Lord wait without fainting, 
rp3n the Lord, for yet, a little while and the yoice will be 
heard, laying rejoyce, andeven {ing for jay. ye Saints, Ser- 
vants agd Prophets of the moſt. High, and; triumph in. the 
Lord Almighty over the Beaſt and falſe Prophet, and over the 
Whore which hath corrupted the Earth, who hath long fat as 
a Queen, and ſaid in her heart oe ſhould never Tee Sorrow, 
with whom the Nations of the Earth hath committed For. 
nicatien, and ſhe hath made Nations, Kindreds, "Tongues: 
and People drunk with, the wine-of her Fornication, whe 
hath long deceived the Nations with her golden Cup, which 
hath been filled with Abominations, and in.her is found all 
the Blood of the Martyrs, -and Servants of : Jeſus, which.hath 


| been ſhed upon the Earth, -and ſhe hath: rid upen the Beaſt 


that roſe out of the Sea, who received his ſcat, greatpower 
and -authority from the Dragen., who:perſecuted the true 
woman that was'clothed 'with the Sun, and_had a Crown of 
twelve Stars upon her head; -who ſought to devour her Man- 
child, and made war againft the: remnant of her Seed who 
keep the Commands of God, and have the Teſtimony of Je- 
ſus; theſe. cannot worſhip the Beaſt nar his name, nor receive 
his'mark, "but theſe worſhip God alone, .and are followers 
of the Lamb through many tribulations, -whoſe garments 
are made white if his Blood, by whom they-are redeemed 
from amongſt men; theſe the Beaft and falſe Prophet. have 
ſought to Kill, Perſecute and rootout from off the face of the 
Earth; but wo, wo, wo, to the Beaſt, falſe Prapher, and the 
Whore, for the day of their Judgment is come,%& Miſery,Cala- 
mity,Diſtreſs &-DeſtruQtion is coming upon them; & ſhe, the 
mother of Harlots,. the mother of Witchcrafts, the Abemi- 
nations of the Earth ſhall utterly be Deſtroyed, and totally 


' Burnt with Fire; for ſtrong is the Lord God Almighty who 


Judgeth her; and now ſing O Heavens, and rejoyce ye who 
i > live 
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live therein, over nfyſtery Boyle the great, for it is fallen, - 
it is fallen-as a mig ty Milſtone into the bottom of the Sea, 

E 


never more-to atiſc again, Azex, FHulleluiah.. - | 
* And the Lord will thunder from Heaven npon thy Ene- 


mies, oh Soy, and will break thy Adverſaries to. peices, and 
will give {treagth to thy King, and” exhalt the horn of his. 

Anointed; and he ſhall Reign, and Rule, and Proſper, and 
execate Juftice.and'true Judgment-in the. Earth; in his days 
Judah ſhall be ſaved; and Free! ſhall dwell ſafely, and fitun- 


der. his own Vine, and. none ſhalt make him afraid; then 
ſhall it be faid to Jern/a/cm fear not, and to Sos ler not t 


hands be Oack, the Eotd in” the mideft of thee is mighty, 7 
hath ſaved thee/be hath ſet thee free from'thy Trouble he will | 


rejoyce over thee with'Joy, he'll joy over thee with Singing, 


then it ſhall- be ſaid; fing oh- Dayghter- of Siow, and ſhout  * 


oh-1ſ: a1; and Tejoyce withat thy: heart, oh Daughter of Fers- 
«lem, for the-Lord hath taken awaythy. Judgment, he hath 


caſt cutthy bag fore Warfare is acompliſhed, and * 


thy great 'Travel' is finiſhed, and new thou ſhalt reft from 
thy Labour, wonducge {> have Labonred and Mourned with 


thee, and for thee, thallrejoycefor Joy with thee, and ſuck + 


and'be fatisfied with the {weet conſolation of thy Breaft, and 
milk cut,and be delighted in the abundance of thy Glory ; ok 
the Lord thyHusband, thy maker (the Gedof hofts is his 
Name) will extend Peace; Joy,Comfort,& everlaſting Refreſh- 
ment as a mighty Stream,. and endleſs Conſolations as a Ri- 
ver; oh then ſhall they be Cemforted in thee after their Sor- 
row, and be born ap upon. thy Sides, and dandled upon thy 
Knees ; for as a Woman cormferteth her only Son, fo will 
the Lord'icomfort Jer»ſalem ; in the ſence whereof her Chil- 
dren ſhall rejoyce, and their Souls be right glad, and flouriſh 
as an herb, and their Spirits ſhall praiſe and fing glory unto 


him who is Lord and King of Heaven and Earth, who is 
_ worthy | 
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worthy, worthy of all Glory? Praiſe and Honour foreyer, 
and for evermore, Ames ſaith my ſoul. - -_ 

The thing which the Lord hath' purpoſed muſt be accom- 
_ Plifhed in his ſeaſon, . and: the thing that he hath- derermitied 
 muſtbe fulfilled in deſpite of all the:powers of Darknefs ; Oh, 
- that all thy Babes and Lambs may willingly wait thy} appoin- 

ted time, O-Lord-God Almighty ; 'oh dear Gad,”-keep all thy 
people-retire inthy Name, that fo what ever theu ſuffers to 
-. befal their Bogics, their Souls maybe fafe -bundled up in the 
- bundle of :Life, wrapped therein tor-everiniore, for a terrible 
day is like tobe upen all-Fleſh, and who' can.be able'to- abide 
it ? 'Oh, dear” God, increaſe" the Patience. of thy People, 
- ſtrengthen the Faith of thy- Choſen ; oh, ſupport the Weak, 
- and uphold the little-Ones, which: cannot. goalene-; oh; that 
- none of thy Flock may faint; 'ger:grow- weary; oh; thavall 
' thine -might ſtand-in the day :of 'T+yal; 'andobe kept inthe 
: hour of Temptation, andborn up under all Suffetings, that 
ſo in theend they may come forth as Gold: ſeven times refined 
inthe Fire, that they may ſhine as Stars- in'the-Firmamenc 
of thy Power, making memtion'of thy-Goodnefs,: Graciouf 
neſs and Kindneſs, O Lord God Almigftity,” declaring of thy 
| mighty AQs, and ing of thy Mercies 4nd wondertul'doings, 
and Glorifie, Magnifie, Honour and:Praiſe thee, thou migh- 
ty everlaſting and powerful one,” who art fromall Erernit 
to all Eternity, whoſe Throne 1s :teftablifhed' of '6ld,;' whoſe 
Scepter beareth ſway in Righteouſteſs, whoſe Kingdom is E- 
verlaſting, glory and hallelujah corhee in the higheſt, for ever 
and for evermore, yea -praifes, praiſes, ' pure living praiſes 
CY be rendered unto the Lord Almighty, faith the 
Jul © | , BÞ -: 30.8 T1116 119 119 
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H ariſc,ariſe,thou holy righteous Seed of the Covenant 

; of Life Eternal ;- Ariſe; ariſe, . thy Light-is come, and 
the Glory of thy God isrilen-uponthee; Oh thou lovely one, 
Nations fhall come to.thy.Eight,. and Kings tothe brightaeſs 
of thy Riſing ; Ahthow beautiful one, thy Sons ſhall come 
from .far, and thx Daughters from the ends of the Earth ; 
Ariſe, ariſe thou beautiful one,. who art altogether lovely : 
Qthow ſweet is thy Love, thou. lovely. oae? 'oh how .excel- 
lerit' is thy'Love,:thou choice one?*ol- thy love, thy: love is 
xnore pxeciaus then Rubies, 'more ſweeter then Hony, oh thy 
love ts better then Wine ; Olr how hath thy love overcome 
the hearts of many,: and won them unta thee ? .oh thy love 
draws many thee; -oh-haw. doth thy love cauſe many to 
ext; off all: their other overs ta follow: thee, thou- lovely 


ene:? oh thou art become unto many Souls: (who loveth hee, . 
thou lovely one) -cven:the chicfelt of ten thoufands, whoſe 


eyes are opencd to ee thy Beauty, andto behold thy Comeli- 


neſs, thou beautiful one 5; oh-thou art hid from the Polluted, . 


neither -c2n the) Vaglean; behold thy. excellent: Beauty, the 
Vultures eye cannot perceive thy Comelinefs,: nor. they who 


hath cyes, full of; Adultery, and cannot ceaſe. from Sin, and 


have hearts cxercifed with coveteous praftiſes, and are gone a 
whoring; after, many, 'Lovers ; oh from theſe. thou art hid; 
thoy lovely one,., event as/ a Garden -ineloſed, ' as a Spring 
ſhut up, as a Fountain-ſtaled from them : Oh ariſe thou 
choice one, and let thy: Beayty appear unto thoſe who have 
not ſeen thy Beauty ;: and let them. taſte.of thy Love,thar ſo 
they may caſt off all other Lovers, and follow thee, caſt off 
all, and cleave unto thee with-.their-whole hearts. Ohariſe, 
ariſethou-beloved one, and ſhine forth'in thy. excellent Glory, 
that even the Nations may be raviſhed with thy Beauty, and 
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Kingdoms-overcome with thy Love, and be drawn after thee, 


that a bleſſing in thee they may obtain ; Oh, ariſeandlet th 

Fruivfulneſs appear, thou precious one, and let Joy and Glad. 
neſs fill thy heart, thou lovely one, for the days of thy rejoy- 
cing iseome and coming, and the days of thy mourning, 'o 
Stop, is fleeing away ;.Oh thou belovedone, theu haſt been 
evenas a Woman ftoriaken and grieved it Spirit, and few or 
none. of the. Sons er Daughters of Men hath looked upon thee 
with aneye of pity; oh thou haſt been as the Owle in the 


Deſart, and as the alone Sparrow upon' the houſe-top, and 


as the alone Quail in the: ſtubble fields, and as a-Dove mourn- 
ing alene without her Mate; who haſt ſet ſolitary-alone as in 
the Wilderneſs, and none among-the Sons of ' Men: to-comfort 
thee; &oh thou beloved anointed ene,thou haft been like unto 
2.man. of Serrow, and. very deeply- acquainted with Grief: 
often Smitten,. often Grieved,” often'AMifted,' often Wound- 
ed, often Pierced and Opprefled, even as a Cart that is preſſed 
with. Sheaves, apd yet the Sens and Daughters of Mer: hath 
aot eſteemed thee ; although indeed, thou patient one, thou 


" haſt been wounded by their Tranigreſſtons, and grieved; 


fmittes -and -pierced, and* bruifed- by their Iniquities, and 
hath born the weight of their Sjms, and the-burden of . their 
Tranſprefſions, even while-they like Sheep have gone aſtray, 
every one following his own way,& Feaſting theraſelves as for 
a day of Slaughter, whilft thou haſt been -Mourning'becauſe 
of the Iniquity of the People ; Eating and Drinking: ane 
riſing vp to Play, whilſt thou haſt been Weeping andGroan- 
iag in ſecret,becauſe of the multitude of their Tranſgreſtions, 
who hath heaped Sin upon Sin, and Iniquity upon Iniquity, 
and hath loaded thcetherewith, which hath been as an impreſs 
of | tem thouſands upon thee, thou tender one, and unto thee 
they had no regard, they took no notice of thy Serrow and- 
Burdens ; But oh thvu beloved. one, thy God, thy: render: 

Gog 
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' God, whio hath loved thee with an everlaſting Love; teok 
notice of thy Sorrow, and he ſaw thy Grief, and beheld thy 
ſore Weights and Burdens,and teok cognizance of thy grievous 
Oppreſſions, and he-. heard the voice of.-thy - Weeping, 
þ+ thy: Tears - which: thau .droppedlt upon. his Alter-lay 
inthe view-of the. eye of his. pitifal Soul, and.he beheld 
thy: great Travel,. and thy Sighing and. Groaning enteretl int6 
-his Ears, and his tender, . tender. Bowels of 1nfinite Love, 
Mercy; Pity and everlaſting .Compaſſion, was and is moved 
towards thee, .and he.hath determined to comfort thee, with 
. an evenlalting Comfort, chpn-patient ſuffering one, and the 
Nights of thy Sorraw,::thall vaniſh away forever, and the 
-Days of thy Moumning,. fhall be over. 
. -Oh thou beloyed one, lift up thy Head, lift up thy Head, 
inthe ſtrepgth of thy.Go0d, and gird upthy Loines with Cou- 
. Tage-1n-the-powes: of his Might, for thy Winter's almoft 
over and gone, . and-ſhall no. more come, the- Storins are va- 
niſhing away-and fhall no more appear, the nipping Frofts 
are diflolving by the Sua of :Rightcouſneſs, who is ariſen up- 
on thee with healing in his wings ; Ah, lift up thy voice like 
the ſound of -a'Frumpet, and ſnout like the voice of a King, 
and fing for joy,thou beloved one;for thy Spring is come,thou 
- Jovely ene; thy Summer 1s come, thou lovely ene ; the ſing- 
ing of Birds.is come, thou beautiful one; and the voice of 
the Turtle is heard in thy Land, thou delicate and chaice one: 
let thy heart be filled with Melody, thou blefled one, who 
art cloathed with Chaftity, and keepeth thy Virginity in 
_ the Chamber of Purity; oh, thy beloved is come, and into 
his Banqueting-Houlſe he is bringing thee, where his Banner 
over thee is Love, where he will ſtay thee with Flaggons, 
and comfort thee with Apples, and cauſe thee to drink of his 
ſpiced Wine, and of the juice of his Pomgrancts; oh Sion, 
rejoyee thou in his Love, for the days of the glading on thy 
cart 
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keart is come, thou tender one, who haft been toſſed with 


' tempeſt & not comforted;:thou haſt been termed Deſolate and 


Fotiaken; thou-haſt been as one Barren and Unfruitful ; but 
now ariſe, ariſe, lengthen" thy Cords, and ſtrengehen'thy* 
Stakes, and enlarge the Curtains of thy Habitation ; *for Io'- 
thou fruitful one, thotrſhalt breale-forth on the righthaiid and 
onthe left, and thy Seed ſEall inherit the-Gentiles, and thy” 
Off-fpring-the People ; the North ſhall give up, and the South 
ſhall not keep back:; they ſtall come from the Eaſt; and from © 
the Weſt,& flock unto thee as Doves to the Window; thy Sons 
ſhall come from far, and thy Daughters be nurſed at thy ſides, - 
thou ſhalt cauſemany waſt places to be Builded, and many 
Buildings to fall, and deſolate*places to be Inhabited, and In- 
habited places to be laid deſolate; and barren Mountains to be- ' 
come fruitful Valleys, and fruitful Places to become barren 
Mountains, and the Wilderneſs become a Vinyard of ſweet 
Grapes,the Forteſt asa City of Habitation,the parched Ground 
ro-become a Pool,and dry Heaths Tprings of Warer ; oh ariſe, 
ariſe, thou beloved one, and tet thy Fruitfulneſs bs manifeſt- 
ed to the Nations, break forth 1n thy excellent Glory, ſhine 
forth-in thy glorious Beauty asclear as the Morning withour 
Clouds, fair as the Moon, and bright as the Sun, 'that thou © 
may ſt appear as a royal Dizdem in the hand of the Lord, and © 


25-2 Crown of Glory ia rhe hand of thy. God; that far of 
- Nations may ſee thy Beauty, and remote Kings may ſeethy 


excellent Glory, and be won by tiy Love unto thee, thar - 
they who hath Hatred thee "may Love thee, bceaule of thy: ., 
Love that did extend to chem, even whillt they hated and 
rejeted the woings of thy Love; oh, my foul loves thee in 
thy Love, th lovely one; oh kiſs me, kiſs m2 with the 
Kiſſes of thy M :nth,. for thy Love 1s better then Wine, oly 
thou beautiſul one, thy Love overcomes my heert, thy Love 
drewerth me afcer thee: oh thowart-plcaſant unto me; thy 

preſence 
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-preſente ismore_defirableithen all things my heart can defire; 
ok, if thou” hidft thy Face, theu' bountitul-one, then am.l 
bowed down, for the {miles of rhy: comely Countenance ts 
the; rejoycing of my: Heart, and the .glading of my Soul,. the 
refreſhing of my Spirit,: as marrow. to my:Bones,and ſtrength 
tomy Reins-;- oh; thow art my Joy in Sorrow, my: Comtort 
in Mourning, -my-Help in Need, my Strength-.ia Weakneſs, 
my Riches.in Poverty, my Bread in Hunger,” my Water 1n 
Thirſt, my Refuge from Storazs, my-Shelter fram Heat, and 
as the ſhadow of a Rock tome in a weary Land ; oh, how 
@n't but leve thee in thy Love, thou lovely one; oh, thou 
art my Mocher who hath travelled in great pain to bring me 
Forth, thou art the Womb that bore me, and the Paps that 
gave me ſuck, the Cradle of my reſt, and the Bed of repoſe; 
oh can Iforget thee? how-can I forget thee who hath done 
{o much for me.even that which no man' could do? oh, thou 
lovedft me -firit before I loved thee, thou lovely .one, and 
with thy Love thou woedlſt tne, and by thy Love thou ever- 
sameſt my heart, and drew it after thee.; and aow thou amia- 
ble one, the deſire of my ſoul is unto thee,and unto the remem- 
'brance of thy Love.; oh, my Soul -deſireth the2 in the Nighc 
feaſon,and in the Morning I willſeek thee early ; thou art as 
a cluſter of Campire, and as a bundle of Mirrh unto me, thou 
ſhalr lie all Night between my Breaſts ; oh thou lovely.one, 
let me repoſe in thy Boſom, and fold me in-thy Arms; oh, 
_ "thy :-Love, thy Love overcomes my Heart, thy Beauty even 
makes me fick of Love ; oh, let me remember thy Love 


more then Wine, it is the upright loves thee, and it is the 


pure in heart who ſeeth thy Beauty, and beholdeth thy excel- 
teat Comelineſs; oh, let thy Love {till draw me after thee, 
oh, let: me never leave thee, oh, that I may never forſake thee, 
nor be unmindful of thy Love which I have known to be 
ſtronger then Death, -and him who hath the power of Deuh, 
| oh, 
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:&h, then art a Tree of Life to thoſe who take hold on thee, 
and bleſſed is every Soul that retaineth thee; Oh, thy ways 


are ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all thy paths are green and de- 
*lightſo6m to- thoſe who love thee ; -@h mm thee 15 my Teſt, in 
thee is hy peace, iÞ'thee is my oy, in-thee is my comforts. in 
thee obtain'T bleſſing and happinefs; thou art-my Joy, and 
:the Crown of my Rejoycing- tor ever andfor avermore;” Oh, 
:Wherefore held me, hold :me -with: thy\Love, thou Eovely 
.Bleſſed: One, | and let: me never depart: from -thes, and chen 
'F know thou wilt-hever-degartifiom me; 'butE-ſhall þethine, 
-and thou/ſhalt'be mine in'a perpetual Covenant, Which ne- 
ver ſhall be broken; -Oh'thon /Gamely Beautiful Choice One, 
'thy Riches is durable, for the Glory; the glory, the | glory of 
the Lord thy Ged isthy.Dowry for evermore: Unto whom 
'be aſcribed all honour. and-glory;: gternal;praiſesand. renown, 
agd-everlaſting>deminion; TÞricvormore; ' 10 be is; faith my 
Soul, and Amenfaith: ray:Spirit; -Qk-come Lard-Jefis;;come 
quickly, and takeunto thy ſelf thy great powerto Reign, for 
ou art worthy, worthy ſaith my:Squl; glory to thee ia the 
'bigheſt for evermore, ufwas. (111! 7 111) Li pt, 
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This. 0,50 among; Friends to be Read- among them when | 
: 4ſſembled together inthe pure. Fear-and:Wi/domn of- God. '. - 


TA Early beloved Friends-and Brethres, Sheep of the Lords + 
| F Paſture, + Lambs of the Lords Flack, and £:4ies of the - 
Lords Field ;/-the comely beautiful. Garment of Innocency, . 
Metkneſs,;Love;:Truth andiRighteouſneſs which.dothcover - 
many: of you, even: difeQurh my; Hearty and; icduecth my 
Sb! dearly-20 love'you, and Spirit'to travel for your W. 
fare, Tranquility and Preſervationreven in-every- particular - 
reſpeQ,defiring the Lord God of Bleſſings may Bleſs and Prof. 
per-you in/Fruth and-Righteouſnels,: and that. his Grace.and 

nve, Metcy Ions Poms and: Conſojatian; Strength - - . 
«8d-Wiſddm-may bezdgmentedand: mukiplicd /in_and'unto 
all your Souls, that ſo:the encreaſe of him- (the -fulneſs of alt 
durable Riches) to your Souls you may witneſs, and that the 
Feuntain of Life. (with whom wthe Treaſures of Wiſgom- 
and Knowledg). may be inlargeduato you, that of -his fulneſs 
you daily may. receive, whereby yout »Hearts:may be opened * 
and enlarged- more and more unto.the Lord, and one unto 
another, and tbat the ſence of his Goedneſs and loving Kind. - 
neſs, - Mercy, Pity and: Compaſſion ſhed abroad and mani - 
feſted towards-you, may always be freſh in and upon your 
hearts...that-indecd the-largneſs of his endleſs unchangable, : 
unſpeakable .Love may be by: your Souls admired, and be an + 
engagement and tye upon every particular one to oblige your 
Hearts, and bind-your-Souls unto the Lord God, and unto his -- 
ipmutable igvinceable c—_ dear Friends,much hath the . 
Lbtd done for us, and kt. his dvings be ſtill marvelous in our + 
 eye5,% [et his own Works ſhew forth a: art er 
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--enidureth for ever; dear Friands, the Lord Godof Compati- 
- onſoughtand-found-us out; in'the cloudy; giſmal, dart Day, 
when we were ſcattered-upon the barren Mo wma Nd 
 --Heaths, wandering as filly *Sheep' 'withour' a Shepherd; but 
. now hath he gathered us together, andeven made us a-Fami- 

_ : Iy like a Flockand broughÞus down into the tow*Valley, and 
hath giver'us freſhrand grectPaſturero Feelin, and fiivame 

. of living. Water. to:Drinkof; andinow-ub@Lotd (the'Al- 

' aighry Jehowsh) is our Shepherd, and hiseverlifiing'power- 
ful Name our:Feld, . and therefore are we' not Contumed, 
though the Beaſts of theField have come ferth'againft us, to 
p - Lyon? havebecn ve- 


| ry greedy of: their. Prey, 'yetiare wepreſetved* unto thisday, 


| Mercies areeverlaſting. - 


and Deſolate, our way: hedped up 


down; hedid cut up the Thicket of the- Foreſt, as with 179; 
and Lebanon did: fall by a' ſtrong Arm, and, made a way for vs 
in the.Wilderneſfs, and a path through the Thickers ;* he Jaid 
low the "Mountains before us, arid removed away the Hills, 
and made the crooked Paths ftrait before us,and was, a Refuge 


to us from the Stoim,? and aShelter tous from'the Hear "and 
| "& 4 | *&F 
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the ſhadow of a Rock unro usin.a weary Land; and now: 
heb hee ATE Ways: whichdeads'to-a City of: 
dwelling; Place, | where the Lord-fceds.. 


F- i he 360 Father aa Jack, and brain is 


; S. Of ”, and Weeping we 
_ ht upon; MOR, Mouxrping u-the.ſence'of our ſeparation » 


mhercven as a Moman Mouraeth for her only Son ; and 
then we oquld no ſing, ne.L.ords Song al, a firange Land, but: 
were ava, Dovewithout her Mate; and the alone Sperrowupon» 
the Houſe top.; asthe.: Pelican in the Wilderneſs, and as the 
alone Quake in the, ſtubble Field; | as a Weman;forſaken-and: 
gricved 40 'SPITIE, 11 SAL the Way,.$9 Sir. with: our Paces 
thither-ward,: faying.io ' ur haazts': we -would :be. joyited 
—_— the. Lord in a perpetual Covenant. never to be: 
And how graciouſly hath;the Lord retyrned again onrCap- 
ray .to Sjon, With Joy. and:Gladneſs, and, our Sighing and: 
Mouraing is in meaſure fled away ; 'oh the Lord is worthy ta 
be Feared, and his haly Name is warthy'to be Honoured, and: 
Magnified in the Congregatioa :of. the. : Righteous, . for his 
Mercics abids for ever.. ' rn RE 
_ Oh dear Babes,, we.who -once .did fit' in-Darkneſs,: have 
ſeen a great and -glorious Light, and unto us who once ſat 
under the Region and ſhadow of Death is the Light of Life 
riſen, and the bleſſed day ſprung from on high ſhineth in our 
Habitat:on,.andcheLord isunto us aneverlaſting Light, and 


let. 
P. 
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let us for evermore walkin his 1 t, 35 becometh Children of 

Tight, ſhining Gin our holy Lives and blamelofs unlpvred 
Converſacions) as Lights in the: World, £6 the- Praife and: 
Glory of God whoſe-Goodrieſs and Mercy is witheut end. - 

- Dear Bibes, the Lord hath brought us forth.of - the Priſon" 
Houſd, and lifted us-up out ef the dark micry con ; - he; 
hath raiſed us eutoef the Dtiſt,and taken us as from the Dung 
Hil,” to ſet us among Princes, and to-inkerit the - ſcat of Re« 
nown, which is the Chair of Himility.. —_—_ 

Oh the Height and Depth;-- Length and- Breadth of the- 
Loye, Geodnels and Mercy of'the Lord, let our hearts be 
rent and broken before him, azd hurmbled in his Preſence, | 
and ſet us walk before his Holinefs, and tremble at his Word, 
and bow down uhto his holy Name, and ftand in'aweof the 
Lord,” for whom Praiſes waitsin Sow. | | i” 3 
| Now ſeeingthe Lord hath done ſo muchfor: our Souls, let 
us wait upon Himfor Strength and Power daily, thereby to, 
endure, to arſwer the lirgnels of his Love, ig all Obegience 
and'Paithfulneſs to him, ' who hath” broke our Bands afunder 
and ſnapt our-Cords in pi:ces; and now dear Friends, let us 
ſtand ſtedfaſt in that Liberty whereinto the Lord by his Ttuth 
hath' brought vs; and. not be intaggled with the Yoke of 


- w - 


- 


Bondage 'as too'to many are;who were opce oeFroe b the 
Lord; oh haw have ſome.for fearof 2 1 ABI artedafide 
out of the narrow Way, into the broad Way ; and ſome for 
the Love, Favour and "Honour of this World are departed 
from the Faith, and have made Shipwrack of a good, Con- 
ſcience ; and fome through' the deceitfalnefs,of Riches; and 
fome through the Cares and Cumbrances of this World, the 
Seed of God is Choked again, and the. Earth is come over it 
again, and the World hath eaten up their Hearts, and'their 
Minds are become carnal again, und the Goodneſs of the Lord 
is forgotten by them, and the Spiritof Slumber hath ſuc 

_ them 
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ings of the People of God, Fc. FS T hope the Lord, will pre- 
ſerve you from that Spirit, and I hope the Love and Power of 
| his 
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kis Fruth will ftir up your Hearts and confftrain you' to be 
very diligent and faithful in meeting together'iin the hey Fear 
bo | Name of the Lord God, te wait diligently upon, him in- 
the meaſure of his Light, Life and Truth teceived; that ſo 
ye may: daily 'receive Teaching, Counſel” #nd Inftruftion- 
from-the Lord, and receive of his heavenly Dew and' Vettue, -- 
whereby you may daily be Quickned, Watmed and Intivened 
inthe inward man, and be kept alive unto Ged, Green and * 
Freſh as the Willow 'by the Rivers fide, as the Likes in the = 
Vallies, and as a watered Garden, giving: a ſweer ſmell and 
deleQable favour, thar the Bleſſings from on high maybe 
ſhdwred down upon' you” mere atd- more, that your Fruit 
may encreaſe to thepratſeof his holy Name. oO 

So dear Babes; Teommit 'you'-unts the Preſervation and © 


ProteCtion of*the 'Lerd God; who -in-this'the tay 'of preat 2 


Tryals hath mightily ſtopped the raging Sea;ahdhath Timited © - 
the pic Waves thereof” and hath-ſhur- upSher Flodds as he - 
hath ſeen meet ; oh let'every poor little tender honeſt hearted © 
one put their truſt in the Lord; if they-be never fo Poor, Weak 
and Feeble in thetr own Eyes, let: them caſt their care uport” 
the Lord,'for hecareth for them, and rely” upon the aih of 
his Mercy; and-tiope in his teader Bowels;"and he will he' * 
Strength to: thee Wwho® (withour hitn) art Weak ;- and he -- 
will be Richest@ thee who '(without him) art Poor; believe 
and truſt” thau in him, and kearken not- tothe falſe Aceuſer, 
neither Joynito:the Conſulter; but -be fil and kriow the” 
Lord is (odubfufficient!for thee, ard all' thoſe tharkedivitpor” * 
him for Help;' aad thar depend” uporrhim' for power, he is* 
able and ready to fave: in the hour of bor ow 1 
port in the day of 'TYy2},'to uphold in the greateſt 'Stortn,* 
abd td keep iu Patience innit it be over and gone, Ant ZClat! 
Comes aga x (2 7) 9 ICEHT-NONY 231 GILG Vis 
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' Dear Friends and:Broghredy- in That Love Which Yinſftak* 
ade 


®s. 
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abledotlvmy Soul dearly ſaluts you-and imbrace you, fimpa- 
thifing with you in your Tryals, defiring to Mourn with al 
them that Mourn,: and to Rejoyce with them that Rejoyce, 
.and junts :him. yau-are: left , -who is. able ro Comfore the 
Mournarsamosg:you,and is ready. to leftup:the Light of his 
_ refreſhing Ceuntecaance _ the-heavy hearted, and bowed 

- downuader the burdens of the Righteons'Sced, & to {treagth« 
en the feeble Knees,and to heal the Wounded, and bind up the 
brokea in heart, that they.that hath, or deth fic in the _y 
place.of Mourning: may be:filled withthe Joy of the Lord, 

d:thatthay that yerrarebomed down with the falfe Acouler 
of. the Brethren, and lic mouraing in thepitof. Diltruft, 'Un- 
| belief and Deſparation, may mount-upon the wings of Faith, 
uato the holy hill of Z/ov, thereon to fland with the Lamb, 
and . to ſing , the. new; Song which nonecan ſing but the Re- 
deemed of the Lord; fo be it faith my Soul. 1, 
.'Prom your true Friend ard Companion in the Faith and 
Patience, and long Suffering of Jeſus, who is often with you 
inSpirit, though 1n Body Separated and Conkned from you, 
being ful cloſe ſhut up in Priſon, [With ſeveral of 'the Lords 
'Lambs, whoſe good Preſence is with us, bleſſed behis Name, 
upon whom we wait ' for Deliverance, belicving thac the 
Almighty God,: who delivered Juſt Lot from the Wicked 
Sodomits,, whole Vngodlineſs vexcd his Righteous Soul from 
day to day; and who delivered” his People of Old outof 
:Egyp1, aud freed them out of the Hands of opprefling Pharoob; 

.and who delivered Devid out of the" Paw af the Lyox, our of 

"the Paw of the Beer, and from the hands of the uncircum- 

ciled Phil;#ine; who delivered Jeremi«h ou: of the low micry 
rape ack an nag No. D:zn; _ delivered 

the three [Children But of the Ficry:Furagare, and; Pzvland 

bc: out E-m Priſon.Mouſe (he the Living God, who chang- 
 #thagt. whoſe hand is nor hoctaed thartircannet fave) will 


at ' 


i 
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: at this day deliver his People on Jp all rheir* Sufferings, and 
+ free them of their-Burdens, Weights and grievous Opprefſi- 
« Ons 1n his own time, *Blefled. are all-they. that: durſt not losk 
« Out. at time,. as ſome have done'+to their: one Hurt, but wait 
: patiently upon'the Lord, who can change Times and Scafons 
as hepleaſeth; who dwelleth inthe Heavens,- and alfa ruleth 
« over the Kingdoms of men,ind fetteth up and throweth'down 
- as he pleaſeth ; who ſeeth all th&Works of the Sons-of 'men, 
. and pondereth all their doings; heis a God of Knowledg, and 
by him aQtionsare weighed ; he excelfeth in Strengthy Power, 
Wiſdom-and:Mercy, and his Threne'is frem everlafting, and 
his, Kingdom-'without cad; who'is\Ged ever alt bleffed for 
_— DSC 
Let none” ger into'a fake ſectrity becauſe of the*proſent 
Calm, the Lord can ſuffer a Stoxtn; and make a Calm again, 
when he pleaſeth; letall Watch and Pray, and Fear before 
the Lord, and waitypenhim to be fitted forTryals, that fo 
no Storm may come upon.you before you are aware of - it, and 
before yout be reddy for-it. WL ine LY 
Dear Babes, Read arid 'Feel my Love in the Truth, and 
therein ler not your Love be wanting one to another, bur live 
in Love, Unity and Pcace, and the God of Love ahd. Peace 
be . with you, .and.his Bleſſings ret upon you,' Farwel dear 
Friends. | 


.E&mords- Bury common) | +2 ad 
Goal this 25th, of the y6illiam Bennik, 
;forſ8 Hlonth. 1667. | | ; 
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#1 nor Trib 18:17 4 T 7 > > 7 7 et v7 men cs 
eA Teſtimony to the'T rue Light that lightens + 
.eueny Man that comes into the Warld. 


—_ 


The: People that did ſit in Darkneſs have ſeex agreat andglorious - 
Light, and unto:thoſe-thet were under the Region and Shadow - 
. of Death tie the Ligh We koi riſen poithe Bees Day ſprung - 

from on high;"and ſhineth ins their T abernacles ; - and Hay which | 

'- they-have ſeem, heard, felt and teff &d of, the, ſane they have 

and do bear Teftimony ano, though few there be that bave recei= 

» (004 2hei? Tefimuagy) +1 ig? light od oo 9d od, 

For who hath, believed oun Reports, ana-uut0 who is the Arm of 
©: the Lord Revealed. | | 


Bus come je, ® Honſe of Iſrael, and.let mwalk in the Licht of 
the Lord. -- mrs 0 


- 
—_— AW 
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x" HE: Light revealed 'within is the (narrow): Way to 
| Life Eternal ; and the Door into the Fold of. Ever- 
laſting Reſt: The Light-is the Entrance into the 
freſh and 7cen Pafture wherein the Lord feedeth his Elock, 
and cauſctit them'to lie down in peaceand quietneſs, out of 
the reach of the Beafts of prey : The Light leads and draw- 
eth thoſe that obey it, out of Darkneſs, and from under the 
region and ſhadow of Death into the Land of the Living, 
there to dwell under the region & ſhadow of Light and Lite: 
The Light breaks the Bonds of Sin in pieces, and ſnappeth 
She Cords of Iniquity aſunder, and ſets the Soul free from 
the Pondage of- Corruption, te ſerve the Lord in the 


| Life 
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= Lite. -of Righteouſneſs: -. The: Eight draweth aiid-feallethe: | 

- thofe-that' believe init, and" obey it;' out of the Alienation- 
_ and Separation from God, into the' Everlaſting Covenant of 

| Life and Love, where the Soul is ih unity with: the Lord: 
The Light ſearcheththe Heart, and'operateth jn thie fecrers'of 

- the Miuids of thoſe that obey it, and4ike unto:Leaven work" 

- eth-che-Heart and'Mind imo its own nature; frame and qua-' 

 lity: The Light is Pure, Holy and Undefiled,” and hath no 

- unity with the leaſt impure'Thovght, Word'or Work, but 
Judgeth and Condemns it: The Light is Meek, Contrite, . 
Lowly and-Humble,& condemns that-henour that is corrupt, 
and-is* from below, -and-ſtandeth_. inreſpeft of Perſons ; © and 
itſecketh the honour of God'only : The Light Paptizeth ſelf 
into Death, flayes the Boaſter;, puts Fleſh rofilence, that Gdd 

- may fpeak in his Temple, who's not to-be denied-the Mouth 
to ſpeak by : "The Lighr is the heavenly Treafure in theear- 
then Veſlcl, that bringshonoyr and glory. unto'God* Phe 

- Light hath no fellowſhip with Darkneſs ;' he that ſairhhe3s 
in the Light, and hath unity with the Light, and yet loveth 
and walketh in Darkneſs, lyeth, and the Light hathr no room; 
place or entertainment: in his heart: ' The Light teacheth 
thoſe that love titito love Enefnies ; (its Fruit 18 oye, mo 
Envy, no Malice, no Hatred,''no Bitterneſs, no'Enmity,* no 

* Prejudice, ' no Diſcord, no Backbiting, no Reviling, no-evil 
Whiſpering proceedeth from the Light ; the Light” condemns © 
it all, and thet ground from- whence it ſprings: 'The'Light 


Hoi 


'hath no' unity with any' unftuicful wotks of Darkneſs, 
reproves' them :'' The Light reacheth*'ro' render Good foi 
Evil, and to forgive Enemies, and to pray for Perſecutors, 
and to have love and good will ro all Peeple, and to.ſeek x7 
defire the Eterng? good and wel-fare of all Souls; hethat hare 
and envies his Enemies abideth not in the Bate © Bgvy is 
the Evil-one ; he that ſaich by walketh'in the L1Fhr, aid bi 

2 his 


8 : 'G 2) | 
" hls. Brother, lyeth, and errs from»-theTruthi. * The Light*- 
teacheth.to loye God with.thy whole heart, and thy Neigh- - 
byur, or-Brother, as.thy.ſelf; Hez2bat faith he loves God and 
bates his, Brather, #5-« Lyer, heithet lowetihims that begetteth,doth - 
al(s lougthoſe. that are begotten of. hins ;-. Love: thinketh wo Ill 16. 
Exemics,:.naxch leſs to Brethren :.- The Light leadeth his Chil--- 
dren invo-Love, Peace. and Unity with God, -and.one with: 
another in the Life of Righteouſneſs; oh- the unity, the us - 
nity of Brethren in the Light, Love and Life of God is exeeed-: 
ing precious-and-camely, . its compared .like.to. precious Oy, - 
poured gn: the: Head, that runs down on the:Beard, even 
Aarons Beard,;that.went down to the skirts of -kis. Garment, 
 andlike the dew of 4#rwor, and like the dew that deſcended 


upon the Mogntain of S:ox, where the Bleſſing is, and where... | 


the Lord maketh unto his People a Feaft of fat things : : The. 
of ;one Soul, and (ig.alt thoſe that walk 'in n)- :/begetteth ons 


coaſent te ſcryc and worſhip theaaly. wiſe God, in the one - 


Spirit and oneTruth: . The.Light giveth a good Underſtand- 
ing, 2 clear Diſcerning, : a Jougd: Judgment : The. Light 
leadeth mot into ſtrife and: contentipn,. nor..into,rents;. diviſt- 


00s and pafties,-aox, into a particularity and [ſelf-ſeparation - 


from the. Body, nor into.felf-conccitedneſs, nor into high airy 
netions, Nor Into a corn upin 3maginations after high dif. 
coyerics; (and fo ſlight: the day of {mall things, and acgle& 


thy obedience tothe preſent gift, through an expeRatian of - 


< ſomething greater to, come yct .unrevealed ;, and {uch, like 


Lacifer, mounts high in their Conceits and Imaginatiogs, but 


will fall coche ide of the Pit;)bur the Light condemns all this, 
and judges that Spirit that Jeadeth thereiato; which Spirit 
ſoweth Diſcord among Brethrea, which. is Abomination;; 


ang that Spitit leaderth ſome to ſpeak cvil of-Dignities, and 


regiſpiſc Dominion, and to rebel agaiaſt the Order and- G&- 


YCIAMENT -- 
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vernment of the Lamb: The L t judgetl that Spirit that 


—_—_., 


——_— 


A 


fatteth up, and keeperh-up- (eut of the ecomly deſccat order of 
Truth) that thing that* tends to ſtrife and breaking vnity a» ' 
meng Brethren : - The Lighe teacheth thoſe that love it,” ts 


 ſeck and endcavour for Love, Peace ' and Unity among Bre- 


thren, with all Self-detial1' © The Light” teacheth:to 'take a 


way. the occaſion of ſtumbling'ia thy. Brothers way : The 


Light'teacheth to be very wary and” careful of giving: Ene- 
mics advantage to ſttengthen themſelves againſt Truth, "arid 


blameleſs Converfation;=as becometh the Goſj 
and as becometh Saints of the Moſt High : 


their Veſſels. in-SanRification"and Honedr : The 1 


the Wicked occafion to repreach-it, and thoſe thar live in it: 


The Light teaches to live-and'walk in-a-holy godly Life, and 
of Truth, + 


he Light, in 
theſe that love it, crucifieth the Pleſh with the luſts and affe&i- 
ons thereof, and teacheth - thoſe that love it, bowie yofeb : 


crucifieth the Heart unto the World and worldly things, and 
redeemeth the Mind from the Earth and earthly things and | 
gar. 


Tongue 


Tongue; at} they3thie know irfo to be; dine-hor fap fins 
- folf:will) Gur Torgtics are our bw/n;and wewill:fpeak : * The. 
\ Light rukth over the'Souls and: Bodies of thoſe that believe 
In, love, follow and obey it, and teacheth and enableth ſueh 

to yield'th&r Members. Servants of Righteouſneſs urito.God, 
_ Even as they have (when they 'were Servants to:Sin); yeildeil 

thic r Members Servants to Unrighteoufnels,' and of Iniquity 
unto Iniquity,: The Lighr is the Author of the true and living 


_ > Faith, which giveth” vitory over the World, and is a ſhield 


urito the” Soul ro feqd''sff- the fiery. darts. of the Devil; and 
| Vyorketh'by. Love to the purifying of #he Heart The Light 

is the Anthor:to the true-Hope, ' which: isan Anchor-unto:the 
. Soul, ſure and ſtedfaſt, and'is held in a pure Conſcience, void 
ef-Ofence towards God and Man : The Light-is the: Author 
of true-Patience, long Suffering, Torbearance,: Forgivenes 
and Contgntedneſs ;, it teacherh tobe patient-in all 'Tryals, 
Tabulations: Troubles Straits and Difficulties, and teacheth 
in all,conditions to be coritented,' and not to murmur.againft 
the Lord whatſoever he permit to come topaſs? :The Light 
teacheth his Children to love one another fervently, - with. a 
elean heart'; 'oh; how good is God to 1/r4el, -to them that are 
of a clean heart : The Light teacheth to endeavour to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace : The Light 
teacheth the: Younger to yield andſubmit themſelves to che 
Elder, .in the Lord, and to hearken unto Counſel, Inftructi- 
on and'Reproof; he teacheth all his Children to be ſubjeQ one 
to another ; he cloathes them with Humilicy, adornech them 
with Mecknels, and beautifies them'with lowlineſs of Spirit : 
The Light teacketh the Strongeſt to'condeſend ro the Weak- 
.eſt, and ro ſerve the Meaneſt in Love, to- bear with the in- 
firmities of the Peeble, ro help and hold-up the Halting, ard 
to draw forward the backward with'the Cords of Love, and 
. tocaſt a Garment over thy Brothers Nakedneſs : The Light 


in 
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in thoſe that love it, puts out the eye that watcheth' for evit, 
and condemneth rhat partthat boaftethit ſelf; and rejoyterh * 
at anothers fall, and ftrengthensirfelF with prejudice apaihit - 
another.through his failing, which: thing-is as maſtabominas 
ble filth in the pure eye of the Light: The Light doth aot _ 
countenance evil in any, but-judges and diſcovers'it, though | 
hid under a profefſion'of 'Trath "The Light is, Fre Fi | 
ch 


Touchſtone that trys Silver from*Tih,"it trycth' ghd 8 
eth the Good from the Bad; it tryeth Mori F of ought 
Words, Works and Spirits :- The Light is a Stoge which 
God hath laid in Sid#,- Ele and Precious, which they 'thar 


9, 


e 
Btieve; ſhall.not be aſhamed, and'unto thofe"that believe h6 
8 very. Precious; *but Vito; chem that believe'nor; His'3s 4 
Stone of ftumbling;and a Rock of offence;at whom the ſtem. 
ing wiſe Mitter-Builders have, and do ſtumble; ane he whom 
the wiſe Proteffors of: this Age,” and great, RaÞ bies,and Lear= = 
ned Orators ſetat noughr; the! finte-is becomethe Heal and * 
Chicf Corner Stoh< "ir; Gods Horſe; by the vertue of which 
Stone they thar b*iieve'in him are quickened,and made living 
Stones; meet- to be joyned unto [1m (the Light) in whom 
the Building beiag fitly framed togerher, groweth up untoan 
holy Temple in the Lord: The Light was in the beginning 
before the Darkneſs was, and is now made maniſeſt to extin= 
puiſh the Darkneſs, and to fiil the dark corners of the Earth 
with the bright beams of his Glory; he is the Firſt and the 
Laft; he was before Time, and will remain when that which 
in time is paſled away : ' The Light'is the Begihnfgand the 
End, the Foundation and Top-itone, the-Roort and OEfpring 
of David,” and the Bright Morning-Qar, whole blefked Day 

Abraham ſaw, and was glad; he dwelt among rhe ſeven © 
golden Candleſticks, and was with the Church in the Wilder 
neſs, in the days of old : Heis the Light of the holy City, 


New-Teruſalew, which John (in the Lords Day) ſaw coming 
down 
A 


'(1z6) "BY | 
Yown fren God, prepared as a Bride adorned.ter-her Hsbatid: 
- "The Light-givech the Churches to know, that it is. he that 


' Bur, who ſhall, abide ghe Day of his Coming, Gn which. che 
| ve + pals rank with a great VN nad dn loner angle 
Pall t 


ww [uh F 
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that-was made; and in him there js 
the Light of eq ;.,and he-is-the true 
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H, happy and bleſſed are the People, who though they 

once were Darkneſs, yet now are Light in the Lord; 

Oh, walk ye, eh,walk ye as Children of the Light bearing the 

pure Image of the Father of _— m whom is no Dark. 

neſs at al!, nor variableneſs or ſhadow of turning , but is 
the lame yeſterday, ſo to day, and for eyermprg. 


*Friends 
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their remembrance, defiru 
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mwonds-Bary Goal, are in a meaſure of health/through the 
e, Gocdneſs and Mercy of the Lord, bleſſed and magni. 
fied be his Name) this 7th day of the 105% Moath 1667. and 
their dear love in the -precious, Truth dearly reaches forth 
unto all faithful Friends every where, aid you are oftenin 
's the Lord may proſper you, 'and 
eflings in Chriſt Jeſus out Lord; 


| inns that are Sufferers upon Truths account in EX. 
ov 


bleſs you with all fpirityal b 


and keep, you with'us,, and the whole 1/r4c/of God, by his 


Almighty Power. through Faith in His Nafne, 'untq his Hes 
venly Kingdom, and enable usall to-finiſh the work'the Lord 
hath given us. (by his Power) to do; that we may glorifie 


 himoen Earth, that he may glorike us with himſelf, with that 


glory he had before the World began; evenſo beit; and 
Amen ſaith my Soul. .; .; | 2M ; 7 ny Ts 
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\ Ear Suffering'Lambs, whom the Wolves ſeek to Rend 

be and Devour, 1n the tender Loye of the great Shep- 

w—., herd and Biſhop of ) af Souls, is tny heart opened 

to you, to viſit you with a few Lines, andin-the name of my 

God and your God, my Father and your. Father, I fay unto 
70u, he whom you ſerve hath ſeen your 'AMiQions, atid hath 
behada "your Sofferings,” and, hath took orice &f your Buts 
ens, and cognizence'0 yohy prlevotls Opprefſions, 'and'hath 
eard-your Groanings,and hath beheld your Tears; he afſu- 
redly will in his own time rebuke your Enemies, and plead 
your innocent Cauſe with your Oppreffors, and eafe you of, 
and free you' from your” grett 'AMiQtions; | therefore, deat 
ſuffering Lambs of my _—_— Father, lift up'your Meads 
' in the Name of the Lord God, and take Courage and be 
Strong in his Power and Truth which is in you, and with 
you, and on your ſides, and it is the.Truth that ſhall prevail 
apainſt all its Enemies, and its Oppoſers ſEall be Cenfound- 
ed, and the Truth of our God ſhall Flouriſh over all; there- 
fore, dear Hearts, Ttill cleave to the precious Truth of God 
made known unto you, and let nething ſeparate you from it; 
oh, bleſſed be the Lord that he hath begotten ſuch a Love in 
you to him and his Truth, that fuch is your love thereunto, 
that you are willing to undergo Reproaehes, Abuſes and ſpoy- 
«ling of your Goods, Impriſonment, and to be ſeparate} from 

your Friends and Relations for Truths ſake; oh, dear Lambs, 
greatis your Reward if you abide to the end, and faint not 
in well doing; oh, my heart is open to you in the tender 
Love and Bowels of Emanuel, and my ſoul is refreſhed in your 


Faithfulneſs, 
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Fairhſulacſs, and chough many of your Faces. I never ſaw, 
for, 


yet Iam one with you in your 
fimpathrieth with you, and hath uni 
for the Lord, and my ſpixit,doth pray 


to ſuffer for his Name ſake ; oh, your Reward no man can'take 
away, as you continue faithful to the Lord ; dear Lambs, ary 
Bowels yearn towards you, and in the Fathers love I falute 
you, deſiring that Grace, Mercy and Peace may 'reft upoti 
you, and the bleſſingof the moſt High diſtil upon you asdew 
upon the tender Herbs, that you, ye tender Plants, may 
grow and be like Willows by the Water Courſes, and as Cedars 
by the Rivers ſide, that your Leaf may not wither, neither 
ceaſe bearing Fruit; ſo dear ſuffering Lambs, as none is to 
be(through Joy)Exalted above, what is meet,ſo none(through 
Sorrow) 1s to be DejeQted, or caſt down, but every one; in all 
Conditions, is to learn to be Contented with the will of the 
Lord, and none to murmur againſt the Lord, becauſe of the 
Proſperity of the Wicked, and Advancement of $:0ns Ene- 
mies;:for though they ſcem — Ficu. iſh like a green Bay- I ree, 
X 2 \ ct 


& 


OS. - ” 
Fet they wilt become like Graſs upon the Houſe top, that wi- 
thereth before it is grown up. _ | 
. 00-1 Lord God I commit you, who careth for all 


. .;This is the {alutation of my Love, who am your Fellow 
oye and Companion, in the' Patienee and Tribulation of 
Jeſus, the Lord God be with'you, and ſupport the weak and 
little ones among you, and keep you all Faithful to the end, 
and.preſerve wa in Love and Unity one with another, Amey, 
fauh my ſoul. | 


Sibes: William Bennit, 
:» 
' 
Dearly 
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Dearhy Beloved | 
Riends, Brethren and Sifters in the Heavenly Spiritual 
* Relation of the Immortal Incorruptible Seed of Life 


F Eternal, of which you 'are born again, and become 


Heirs of an Tnheritance that is Everlaſting, by Faith in'Chriſt 
eſus, in and fron whom Joy and Peace, Mercy and Grace 


be multiplyed in and unto all your Souls, Arey. 


Bleſſed be Gad the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
and free - Grace hath called us, 
and with the Arms of his Everlaſting Kindaeſs hath gathered 


us, and by his Almighty Power hath raiſed us up, to be unto 
le, to live uato:lnm in his Life, and to walk before 


him a Peop! | 
him in Fruth and Righteoufneſs, and ioServe and Worſhip 
him in his own Way and'Spirit, and to hear Teſtimony there- 


unto, and againft the contrary, in Word and Do&tine, in 
Life and Converfation; and for our Teſtimonies ſake the Na- 
tions are angry. with us, and the Earth is moved,. and the 


Waters troubled,and ſwell againſt us, as if we ſhould be ſfwol- 


lowed up,' and whoſly over-whelmed with the Flaods of the 
Wrath of the Dragon, who ſeeks. to drown the bleſſed and 
glorigus appearance of the man Child.; who is to rule the 
Nations in Fuſtice, in Mercy, in Judgmeat, in Righteouſ- 


[neſs and Truth; 'well, 'niy dear Friends, though at this day 
we are a ſuffering ' People, and as it, were Killed allthe day 


long, and appointed Sheep for the Slaughter, and are ſet as a 
prey for the Beaft of the Field, and' Lyons of. the Forreſt, and: 
though 'the Jaws of Death, and Gates of Hell ſeem to 
be opened *wide-againſt us, a&if we ſhould” be {wallowed 
Þ quick, and be extingwiſhed from being a People ; yer 


P | ——— | 
Sctwithſtandivg We can rejoyce.um the Lord our Gud,. becauſe 
our 


(18627 ER! | 
our ſuffcrings are inflicted upon J not for evil doing, but for 
well-doing, andour Enemies have found no juſt Cauſe given 
them of us, thus to give us up to the Speylers, and into the 
_ of Wicked, Cngodly, ng mg = men J Mor alto» 

ether © without a Cauſe given'of..us Dave; they, taken 

Sckſivel »Sainſt ts Tap Danicl's Perſecutors Ee agaigſt bis) 
Concerning” the Law; Commands and: Worſhip af 

ſo that at this'day our God knows it, Angels and Men knaw 
It, and our Enemies one day ſhall be madeto know it to their 
ſarrow, that: we are: a Suffering. Perſecuted. Pcople, ſingly for 
Þur Confſcietice towards: Godz arid for -our Qbedjence and 
'Faithfolneſsto- hitty; >herefore,. :my -dearly beloved Ones, 
rejoyce in the Lotd;and lift. up your Heads in his Name, over 
all the Wrath and Cruelty ' of thE Ungodly, and think not 
ſtrange concerning-the Fie Tryalsthaz are corpeto try you, 
and'to oy your-Love'to God his Way and Truth, as though 
ſome ſtrange thing had happened unto you 5 but rejoyce -jn 
the lowly Far of the Lord, inaſmuch as you ar: made par- 
takers of the Sufferings of the Seed, that when its glory ſhall 
be more and more revealed in and upon your, Souls,, you may 
rejoyce with exceeding Joy! in. that you. ſutfer;on Gods ag- 
count, not -as Murderers | and Evil doers; but. as true 
"Chriſtians, and Followers of. Chriſt Jeſus, and true Worſhip- 
ers of the God of Daxzel in Spirit and in Truth. 

And my dear Friends, if ye ſuffer the ſpoyling of your 
Goods, * Fonds, Baniſhmeat or Death for meeting together 
in the Fear and Namie of the Lord, to wait upon him, and for 
performing you Duty and Obedience unto him, and for keep- 

ing of your Conſciences void of offence towards him, au 
the Cauſe is good, and worth the ſuffering for, it is not our 
own Cauſe,but'the Lords; 'therefore let uscommit it unto him 
- unto whom wee tt make! our Appeal, and ſpread our Com- 
" plaint before him, and pour forth our Cries unto him "Ye 
ecth 


of aur Gad, . 
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ſe*th our: Troubles, ahd beholieth/the grievoind OppreMian; 
nd manifold Burdens,” AMiQtions and. Siifferings of : his Poor, 
Abaltd, Tribulated,Perſecuted People,whoſe innocent Cauſe he 
the Alnighty Jevoruh, of worm Jacob,will afluredly plead for 
them, againſt their Enemies, and wo will be to the Oppreſſors 
ard Spoylers of Gods Heritage. - Dear ſuffering Lambs, caft 
your Care eponthe Lord, hecareth for you; and for your little 
- ones, and hold faft Faith and a good Conſcienee, whatever you 
ſuffer, hold faſt the Truth you have received that none may 
take your Crown ef Joy, Comfort, Peace and Bleſſing from 
you, and keep in the meckneſs, patience and long ſuffering 
of Jeſus, ſiiffering the ſpoylngof your Goods Joyfully, glorify« 
ing the Lord in ſuffering, according to his:will, giving him 
Thanks and Praiſe, inſtead of Murmuring, that he hath 
counted you worthy not only to'Believe, but alſo to: Suffer for 
his bleſſed Name ſake, knowing - in your! ſelves yoo have in 
Heaven a far better induring ſubſtance; - therefore caſt not 
away your-Paich, Hope: and' Confidence which: hath ſuch - 
great Recompenceof Reward ; but truly Friends yoa have 
needto abide in the patient long ſuffering Spirit-of : Feſtus, that 
after-you have done the will of God and daffered- for the-ſame, 
6U-may receive the Promiſe; if any-man faint,and-cturn-back, 
Je looſes his: reward of his fufferings!;-. but Thope, my dear 
Friends, you arcnot of the, number of thoſe that [turn back 
unto Perdition ;; but of them that : beheve, and receive the- 
end of your hope; even the Salvattioniof--youf Souls, ; 2.44 
 - And dear Friends; take-Courags, and put.on-Scrength rd 
tft up your Heads in-the Name of the: Lord; whois /with his 
People, and' from them he will nor go, he is on our ſide, and 
taketh our part, we know it, and our Enemies will feel it to 
their ſorrow, hecwill fight for us, let.us hold-our peace, and 
beftill fram reaſoning with Fleſh and Blood, though he ſuffer | 
| gs tobe try 8d, as Gold is tryed in the Fire, yet not wholly to-be 
| | Deſtroyed, 
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Deftroyed, after he hath done ſuch greatthings for us, and ap= 
peared on-our behalf, and hath manifeſted himſelf to be our 
God,and we to be his People, and after he hath Bleſſed us, and 
Proſpered us, and- Preſerved us through all the Wrath and 
Cruelty ' of men hitherto, and now hath made us a Family 
like a Flock; and: put his Jewels upon us, and Cloathed us 
with the Garment: of Salvation, and Arayed us with the 
Robe of Righteoufneſs, and Beautificd us with his Comlineſs, 

* .and Betrothed us unto Himſelf, in Mercy, in Judgment, ia 
Righteouſneſs and in Truth ; will he now ſuffer us wholly to 
beextinguiſhed from: being a, People?-ſhall our Enemies have 
their fall deſires of us, to -roor-us. out wholly from amongit 
them, that they: may blafpheme our God, and ſay he' was not 
able to Deliver them out. of eur hand ? ſurely no, remember 
what Black King of Moab had Conſulred, & what Ba/sews Son 
of Beor anſwered him, even from: Shitrim unto Giles, that 
you rayknow the Righteouſneſs of the Lord, who keepeth 
Covenant with his People, neither doth his tender Compaſli- 
ons fail unto the. Hoaſe of Jacob; therefore let us truſt in the 
God of eur hope; whedelivered Juſt Lot from the vexation 
of the wicked 'Sodigy/#r, and his Poor Oppreſſed 1/7ae/ out of 
the hand of oruel Pharaoh; who delivered David from the 
paw ef the Bear, and" the paw of the Lyox, and from the 
hand of the uncircumcifed Philitize; who delivered Daniel 
out of the Lyons: Be, and the three Children out of the Fiery 
Furnace; good Feremiah out of the low micry Dangeon, and 
Ablng Silzs ut of the Priſon-Flosſe ; he the Living God, 
whoſe Arm isnot ſhortned, nor abatedin Strength, Power 
and Might, will affuredly deliver his oppreſſed People atthis 
day, in his ownrime, when he hath tryed chem throughly, 
and hath Purged his Gold, and refined his. Silver, and ſepara- 
ted the Chaft 'from his Wheat, and made up his precious 
Jewels, and manifeſted! the approved in hits fight, then will 
he 
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he ariſe, as in Mount Peron, and be wrath, as inthe Valley of 


_ Gideoy; tobring to.paſshis Work, his ſtrange Work, ar the 
hearing thereof, the Ears of many doth and'ſhall Tingle, 


and the Heathen be Aſtoniſhed and Confounded, and fall be- 
fore the glorious Majeſty of the God of worm Facob ; then 
ſhall $40 Rejoyce, and-;/rael be right Glad, -and the Mourn- 
ers'&&' Comforted, and” the: heavy'Hearts:be Refreſhed,'.;and 
the Oppreſfed -Delivered from the Yoak. The Lord God; Al: 
mighty haſten the Accompliſhment of his own Work, in his 
owntime, to his on Glery and:Renown, Amen. +. ; 

* So miy dearly beloved Friends,:.my beart/is.open.to you, 
and my' Soul fimpathifſes-with you! your 'Suffetings, and | 
my Crys and Prayers are to the Lord far'you,” knowing that 
great and many are your Tryals that doth attend many of 
you ; poor hearts , how willingly could 'Thelp yon. .. But 
unto the Lord the Great :Shephexd and Biſhop: of your 
Souls, the Keeper of the Flock of J1/-ae/, T muſt commit 
you, and refign you up ts him who carethfor you; aad watch- 
eth over you, and intends good unto you ; for he loveth you, 
though he ſuffers hard chings to befall you, which will work 
for your good, and bring many of you more neerer to the 
Lord, and make you more and more like him ; that though 
the Hills thall be removed, and the Mountains depart, yet 
his Everlaſting Kinericls ſhall not be removed, neither che Co- 
venant of his Peace be taken from you his People, that keep 
Covenant with him your God ; ſo the Almighty be with you, 
in all your Tryals and Temptations, and his Arms of tender 
merey bear up all the Weak and Little Ones among you, whoſe 
deſiresare Upright before him,that none ſuch may tall through 
the Fury of the Adverſary, and Temptations of the Enemy ; 
but that you all may be kept by. the power of your God, 
through Faith in his Everlaſting Name, to the end, to finiſh 
your leitimony in Faithtulneſs, with Joy, to his Glory, and 

| Y your 


* 
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your Endleſs Peace, Happineſs od, Filicity 1n him the God of 
our Amen. 

: The God of Peace be with you, and Comfort youwith his 
Love ; oh, Lord God Everlaſting, keep all thy dear People in 
this hour and power of Darkneſs, hide them in the hollow of 


From yer tyne Friend and Brother, «2 the Patient Soffering for 


| | the Teftimony of Teſws- 
Timon Y 20min PETER” 
| Goal this Sth. of the william Bennit:. 


ffeth Alonth. 
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VVork and Mercy of GOD 
Conduring rohis Pyaile x —m| 
Or a Demonſra:ion of the Viſitation of God's Loye 
| _ tomy Soul inthe days of my Youth; #*» 
Being a Teftimony of the Light of Chrift in the Conſcience, 


which diſcovereth and judgeth Sin z alfo (if loved and obeyed) 
ſaveth from Sin, redemeeththe Soulunto God. 


Publiſhed in bowels of pity -and Iove to all thoſe that have 
d&fires after the Way of Truth,and are yet ſeeking it abroad 
in their Imaginations, and are' mourning and groani 
under the burden and _ of Sin; hoping and de- 
firing (that if the Lord will) ſuch may meet with ſome 
incouragement and direCtion hereby, 'for them to turn 

> their minds into the Light of Chrift in themſelves, andin 
it to believe, and wait for power over, and freedom from 
Sin, that true laſting peace in God they may come to wit 
neſs, to the true and tull farisfaQtion of their Souls. 


Al thiags that are reproved, are made manifeſt by the Light, for whatſc- 

' ever doth makgs manifeſt 1s Light, &c. That which may be known of 
God is manifeſt in them, &c. Wherewith ſhall aToung man cleauſe bis 
way ? by taking heed thereunts according to thy Word; thyWord ] have 
bid in my Heart,&c. Eph. 5. 13&c. Rom. 1. 16. Plal.1.19.9,71. 


Hen I was but young in Years, the Lord God 
(of Light, Life and Power, of tender Love, of 
infinite Compaſſion and everlaſting bowels of 

Mercy) was pleaſedthen (in ſome meaſure) to viſit me by er 


with his pure Light in my own Conſcience, which many a 
TY time 


| C188 Ib | 
emedid check and reproye me for my Sins, and brought my 


Bvil-doings to my remembrance, and judged. me in my owrr 


Heart for -Evil, and ſometimes brought trouble upon my 
Mind for my: Sins, . but I was-not then ſenſible that. it was the 
Lighr'of Chriſt Jeſus (who 7s the true Light that lighteth every 


2841 that cometh into the World) which then in my own Con-- 


ſcience did check, reprove and judge me for Evil, and ſame- 
times hroke my falle eaſe and reſt in Sin ; inſomuch as I could 
not goon in Sin, Wildneſs and _ without being ſome- 
what troubled, terrified and reproved for.my Sin at one time 
or other;though when I was amongiidle Children,void.of the 
fear of God; Iran'into Sin and WickedneſS with them ; and 
for:the preſent'time, I atedin Sin with great Delightand Joy; 
but when-.I.came to be ſtill, quiet and alone in the Fields, or 
elſewhere ;. then would the pure. Witneſs of God ariſe in me 


with its Ng NT ſev.my Sins. in order before me, and; 


rought. my-Eyil, Doings; to-my remembrance, which I had 
aCted out: of the,pure. fear of the Lord God, and then Trouble 
for. a. time took hold;on me, and Sin became my burden; but 
Toon got from under that Burden,at Eaſeand Liberty again, 
and ran into $ign.and Yanity;again ; . and: thus year aftet year 
I went on.in rebellion,againſt the Witneſs cf. God in my own 
Conſcience, taking delight and pleaſure in thoſe things I knew 
were Evil; yet the Eord God (whoſe tender Bowels of Pity 
ang Compaſſion. did then in Mercy hover-over me for good 
tome inthat day) did ſometimes ſtop me from ſpeaking and 
aQting that, Evil Lintcnled to ſpeak or do, & preſtirved me our 
f many groſs Evils, which many others were additted unto, 
afd overcome with. "And in thofe days when T was alonein 
rhe Fields Fcryed and prayed unto the Lord, and deſires were 
ftirring in me- after the knowledge of him, his Way and 
Truth; bur Eprayed to -a'God I knew not;; T-imagined a 
Godafir of Hand did not then know-ic was the Lord: that did 
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fearch my Heart, andYlifeovertd tango me my Thoughts, and 
jadged me for Sin ; I then knew not that that was the Light, 
Way and Truth of God in my own Heart, which ſometimes - 
begot defires in meto know the Truth, and to walk therein ; 
; but my mind-was abroad (as it, is with many at this day, whe 
have deſires after Truth and Righteouſneſs, but ate ceking 
abroad. in. Carnal Ordinances, .Forms,. Likeneſfes, Beggarly 
Elements, Rudiments. of the World, Ceremonies and Tra- 
ditions of men) and knew not that that _ in me was Truth, 
which {ometimes. {topt, me from Lying and Swearing” and 
when I knowingly:told a Lye, it would accuſe me, whent 
man could accuſe me fer it ; and asT grew in years, forTmay 
truly fay, there was ſomething ſtirring 1n me (at times) after 
the Lord ever ſince I was 6 or 7 years of Age,and when I came 
tobe about 14 years old, and tobe a Prentize, and in outward 
- Thraldom and Bondage, it pleaſed the God of infinite loving- 
- kindneſs, to viſit me more chen formerly, by his pure Lighe 
and Spirit, which encreaſedin ſtriving 'with me daily; thar 
I ſcarce knowingly committed any Evil, but the Light would 
ſoon judge me for it.;. yea, the Lord God with his pure Light 
and Gift, did perſuc mc.hard, and followed me'cloſe, calling 
co me in my Heart,. with his {till Voice, to come out of Sin, 
out of evil Words and Works ; but I (like Samzmet when he 
was a Child) knew not that it was the Lord that did call ; 
- for he was {though near me) as a Stranger to me; and I 
knew not his Voice, . but went aſtzay as a wandering Sheep, 
yet had 1 delires to know the way to tae Folg, and-to know 
where the Lord feedeth his Block, at.d cauſeth them: to tic 
down in Peace, Quictnefſs & Reit, where none can make afratd; 
for indeed it was Reit my Soul wanted, and'true Peace 
in God my Soul many a time longed for, andpanted after; 
for, oh, I was oftentimes wounded, wounded, wountled'bc- 


cauſe of Sin, and for want of the enjoy ment of the Eove'and 
Peacy 
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Peace of God, T went many a time bowed down in Spirit 
day after day, with anaking Mind, grieved Soul and wound 
ed Conſcience, with my Eyes full'of Tears, and my Heart 
Full of Sighing, thinking in my Heart there was few (if any) 
ia my State gnd Condition; ſometimes wiſhing, and ſaying 
in.my Heart, 0h, that I were in a _—_-y ſolitary place entn-ardly 
(for ſo was my condition inwardly) where no max inhabits, 
where I might have Mourned and Wept out my fill, and have 
' panred. out my Tears wnto the tender God of tender Bovels of 
Ddercy, and have ſpread my Complaints before him whom my Soul 
aid 227 lopwaanr, in meaſure, long, thirſt and pant after, ever 
as the Flart panteth after the water Brooks: And many atime 
I did: get into a ſolitary place to caſe my Heart a little, in 
Pouring out my Tears and Complaints to the Lord ; for in 
"thoſe dares many were my Prayers and Tears, for great was 
the burdenand load which I oftentimes went under day after 
day, which made me cry Night and Day to the Lord for 
Peace and Reſt; yet I then,not knowing that it was the Light 
of Chriſt in my Conſcience, that did break my Reſt and Peace 
in Sin, neither knew it to be a Ray tothe Mind, and abri- 
dleto my Tongue; I many a time got into a falſe eaſe and 
liberty, in idleneſs and wi.dneſs of Youth, but it was broke 
again, and Sorrow and Trouble would rake hold on may 
Mind, and true Deſires would again be Renewed in me after 
the Lord, and breathing and thirſting afcer Righteouſneſs ; 
and oh,, my Heart and Soul was many a time made tender 
and ſoft ; and oh, pity, pity and tender bowels of compaſſion 
was in me towards any that I thought was in my condition, 
and a tender love was hid in my Heart towards thoſe thas I 
then thought were the People of God; and I can truly ſay,my 
Bowels and Heart is open ſtill, and oftentimes Piry, Love, 
Compaſſion and Tendernefſs iſſues forth in me towards choſe 
that now arc in that condition I then was in ; oh, my Sol, 
my 
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my Soul cannot but in fome meaſure ſimpathize with theas; 
and in Spirit bear a part of their Burdens and Sorrows in my 
Boſom,& that not without ſome ſceret cries in my Heart unto- 
the tender God of Bowels of Pity on their behalf;. and part= 
ly for their ſakes is this publiſhed, hoping (that if the Lord 
will) ir may be of ſervice unto ſome of them, and if the 
Lord order it ſo tobete them, or any, then will my end here- 
in be anſwered thereby. 

And in thoſe daics I frequented the Meetings of the 
People called Indeperdants viz.) William Bredges's Congrega- 
tion in great Tarmoxuth, whom I then thought were the Peo- 
ple of God, and yet Lchen ſaw that many of their Lives and 
Converſations, even f0me of the chief of them were not cog- 
firtant with what they profeficd in words; and when I have 
been amongſt them in the time of their ſinging Pſalms, the 

ure Witneſs of God in my own Heart hath (as. it were) 
oped my Mouth that I could not Sing with them; but my 
Heart in the time of their finging was broken into: tender- 
neſs, and many were the tears of my Eyes; and verily my 
outward::-an, or earthen Veſlel, hath quaked and trembled 


(this was before I was by Scorners called a Quaker, or had 


ſeen any of thoſe People) and ſhaken like a Leaf that is 
ſhaken with the Wind (which might be a fign of that 
od ſhaking,which ſince-the Lord hath ſuffered ro come upon 
them, which hath almoſt ſhattered and ſcattered them, who 
wilt ſhake all ſandy Foundations, and blaſt all Profeffions 
thar are out of the Light and Power of God) by the working 
of the Light and Power of God in my Heart,” though I then 
knew not that it was the Power of God'thiat brought ſuch a 
trembling upon-me, andthat did in ſome meaſure let me ſez, 
that it was got then atimeof ſinging tor me; for I was the1 
in a ſtrange Land, in the Land of Captivity, and could no: 
fing the Soog of Sioy, which. I may truly ſay (not in- L,. ; 
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ſeaft enmity towards the People; for my Soul beareth love 
and'good will towards all men, and deſire to. tender and own 
the Icaſt true appearance of God inany) they were ignorant 


, Who were then ſinging what others had preſcribed and: 


made ready for them; TI then wanted the enjoymenr of the 
Eove, Joy, - Peace and* ſweet. Preſence of, God, which, ma» 
keth'ghatt tbe'Heafrs of theRighteous, and cauſeth the iowly; 
meek and upright to fing (inthe Spirit with underſtanding) 
for joy ; not that $5ng, or Songs, or Pſalms which .men have 
invented by their human Wiſdom, (irom which Wiſdom the 
My fteries of God's Kingdom -15 obſcured and concealed; but 
thitmew andliving Song, which the Tres caanot fing, bur 
_ tit Livin#'that'are raiſed and-redeemd? gut of, and from the 

Birth! and "from amongft men; even the ranſomed of the 
Lord; thatarereturned from Babylon unto Mount Son, where- 
on they -ſtand- with the Lamb, whom they have followed 
through many? Tribulations ; and; have noyioved their Lives 
unto Death; © andichave! waſhed) their; Garments, . and made 
them white iwhis Blood,in and by whom they are become Yir- 
Tins; aud have caſt of all old Lovers, and are not defiled with 
the Woman Fezabe/; but through the Lamb have gotten Vic- 
tory over the: Whore, + Beaſt and falſe Prophet, and. in the 
Heavenly Dominion of the Lamb { by whom they are;made 
more then Conquerors ) do'they ſtand on the Sea of Glaſs min- 
glcd with Fire, with the Harps of God, and can fing a new 
Song of praiſe and thankſgiving «#0 him that was dead, hut 


. " 


is alive, and lives for evermore, |: | ev 31004 4 Py 
And in all the tines of :my trouble of mind,- and-travel of 
Spirit T never made'known how it was with me,tnor.declared 
my condition to any Creature, though never {o intimate with 
them, but kept it ſecret in my Heart, - pouring,,out my com- 
laints to God, butnot unto. any!man y- yet Leould; giadly 
fave kad ſome'to have kaown' howat waswith me; bu I 
44 - ; 
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vWas ftraitned in myſelf; and kept it in obſcurity ;- add in 
: thoſe deyes Iknew not what it was that wrought and ſtrove 
- with me, and did ſo frequently judge and repreve me for Sin, 
- and-gave-me power over- many Evils which others were over- 
. come'withal, and raiſed. ſtrong deſires in. me after the Lerd, 
| and diſcovered unto me the thoughts of my Heart, I ſay, I- 
knew not 'then what. it was, I was then not ſ{encible” that it. 

wasthe- Light of Chriſt- Jeſus,. or. a meaſure of the Spirit of 

Truth; neither did I then know I ſhould have taken heed 
 thereunto, 4: unto 4 Light ſhining in 4 dark place, natil the Day 
bad rare ayd more depwed ;. ang nutil Chrift the Day Ster had ari« 
 ſenin my Heart,” overall my Enemies; -but-my mind was fiill 

gazing abroad, and imagining a God afar-off, and hewas 
+ very nigh me, but I kaew him not,- but was hunting abroad 

in my Imaginations for that which was within me, the Pear! 
of great Price was hid 5y my Heart, but T knew;jit not;the Kjng- 
"dom of 'God was ut bayd,- but I was gazing for it abroad, whilk 
it {in meaſure). was werking-in my: Heart, like Leaves hid is 
three meaſures of Meal, &c. the. Door into the Fold, the Entrance 
Into Reft was within, but T was ſeeking itabroad ;. my Seviour 
yas 1jgb, but I imagined him: of «x. of, and; knew him. not 
3xigh; neither did -any-man in theſe dayes dire my mind »x- 
88 the Light and Gift of Chriff in.my:own Heart : And as for 
the Teachers of the Pegple, even they in the higheſt, Profeſſi- 
on of Godin words, were ready (they being ſo ignorant and 
unſenſible of the' Gift of Godin themiſelyes); to ſpeak Blal& 
phemy of the.pure ſpiritual Light of Chriſt within {as many 

Profefſors do at this day, yet notwithſtanding make a large 

- Profeffion and Confefhon of Chrift jn Words, though in 

Works deny him) and to ſay, that which troubles a man far 

bis ſins is a temptation, of Sathey,. and thereby inſtead of . di- 

.reQing the mind to the Light, draw,.away the: mind mote 

.from the Light, and. ſuch ME, blind, and are under the wo, 


that 
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" thit call Light Darkneſs, Good Evil, andare in that Spirit they. 
were, who (though great Profeſſors) ſaid concerning Chriſt, 
He is :Mad,' and hath a Devil, why hear-ye him?* but as ſome- 
then-reply«d, and ſaid, Are theſe the. works of him that: hath 4: 
Devil? Can the Devil _ the Eyes:of; the Blind? ſo Tmay 
ſay, Ts it the Devils work'to diſcover Sin, aud judge, condemn 
and trouble a man {in the unconverted ſtate) for Sin ? 'or is. 
1t not his work to lull People:-a {leep in:Sin, and- rocry peace. 
to themn their Iniquities, .and to keep them ſatisfied with a - 
ofeffion of God without the: poſlefſion of a holy. undefiled / 
ife? Ts it. his werE.to deſtroy his» own-Kingdom;. which is : 
Sin ? ſurely, no, that is only-and: alone the Work of Chriſt, 
the Light of the World, nade' manifeſt within to deſtroy the Devil * 
4d his works ;- he brings. Trouble upon the Tranſgrcefſor and ' 
minifters Judgement againſt the Evil doer ;. he kindles a Fire 
in the carthly Heart, and Taiſeth- Trouble,. Wars and great 
Tribulation: within; before. he be known to be the Princeof . 
Peace, the Sabboth;. the everlafting- Reſt for: the Soul. And 
now I know infallibly. that that. which in thoſe dayes did - 
bring trouble.ypon. mefor. my Sins. and. chetked-and judged ' 
for Evil, and begat goed defires'in-meaſter the Lord,” was: 
the pare Witneſs of God; the. manifeſtation of his Spirit, the 
Light of his Son Chriſt Jeſus; a meaſure of his free- Grace and . 
Truth in my own Heart ;_and'if ten Thouſand ſhould affert. 
or affirm the contrary, I-know- their. Teſtimony ' will be « | 
Lye. But, oh, alas for me! afterall: this long; Viſitation of . 
the Love, Goodneſs and Mercy ef the Lord to my Soul; and : 
after all this trouble of Mind, travel of Spirit, deſiring and-: 
ſeeking after the Lord I got, oh, I got into a falſe eaſe 1n the - 
feſhly Nature, andin_ a wrong liberty and falſe ſecurity, (as 
it.is with many Profeff6rsat- this day, who once were low, 
broken and tender in Heart, mourning under the load and 
burden of of Sin, having ſincere deſires ts ſerve God in =_ | 
S 
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'thejuſt and holy one in:me, and had fo 
 theSpiritof the Lord, that it had almo 
"me, though-at ſometimes it would bring former things to my 


-upon me for 4.time; but "Tfoon | 


dl 
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-neFs of Life, who are now gotten into the-form and likendt 
of that they then hungrtd and thirſted after, and are cg 
with ſatisfied, and feeding. themſelves with others Words, and 


Wwitheut Knowledge, without Life, and ſo are gotten -at eaſe 


fu the Pride; Faſhions and Vanity of the World, and are at liberty 


In the Fleſp, counting it their :Preedom #0 do thoſe things that 


- O7e P45. their Burden and Boxaape) and I became ca releſs, and 
- by diſsbedience Tquenched theft: 


by rivings of the-Light of Chriſt 
-1n me, inſomuch-as the Burden, Trouble and Sorrow which 
once lay heavy upon my Mind, I felt little of, although the 
Original and real caufe whieh occaſioned the Burden, Sorrow 
ang Treuble (which' was my fins) was-not taken away, but 
augmented, -and Ithrough Rebellioa had almoft-murdercd 
| __ and wounded 

ceaſed ſtriving with 
remembrance; andthen fometrouble andſorrow-would ſeize 


ov 


:from the Grace into Wantonreſs 


Life and Reſt, :and foran intoſuch- Bvils-as I had formerly 
been kept out of by a'ſecret Power, which T then knew not, 
and I grew, wanton, 'gareleſs grid wicked, and my \Mindand 
Heart taken off ſeeking the'Lord, #nd run into, tand after the 
Vanity, Pleaſures and Idleriels of the World,deligtiting much 
in Muſick and Dancing, Sporting and Gaming; and ſo made 
merry oyer the pure Witneſs of God, by inning and rebelling 
ainft it, and by rejxing its reproof atid ſtrivings; Oh, 
+ js Fae WU NDS the Lord-was' large 
<8 
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towards me in that athy; who loup waited: tg be Graeioustc > 

may Soul Day after Day, 'Year iafter;Ytar,. who'in kis Juſtice 
kt have-cut me off in my Sins and Rebellion, - and even 
have made me an Leaniple of his Wrath ;- but oh, his mercy, - 
tiis mercy and long-ſuffering was: exceeding large to me, which 
by my Soulis not to be forgotten, but ia and by..the Spirit 
of- Truth Gwhick brings former —_— my. xemembrangs, | 
and ſheweth gta cig) am Ito be.kept ina living ſci 
and-remembrance of the” great' mercy;, yoo 16Ace, = : 
forbearance and long-ſuerin ales of of Cnpath | 
towards me,and:: - | 


ru bendet pork; dee deny oo compathon, was CEE x 
to viſit my. poor Soul again even: for ;oparh fake, 
which he hadac forgacten 5. but he remembred the © Pack and 
== (aprivk exiles 1. 
was $09 Rr 
Nade whelly dic in the: Pit, and eriſh in the LR 
precious "Truth, & pure Way of Righteouſheſs, and 
oreraing Gol of- Light, Life and Peace Iheard pc 
Doſing Jhmer's Broods to Borg rabies Raceſs within 1 
49. fl. " ers, whow 
aow.oven inthe;Lord): and. thep ure \ of God'in"my 


ewn Heart bors..Tcftimonyto. a Truth: prtalt by t X: 
but it was after, I yh in ſome-meaſure convinced pf 


— 


. Fruachz- I fre { $Wwe:nP my. Heart to pbzy yr 
"Surthe:Lord jn-time. 
iis Goh: RG Love, nad Farrah Sil by TH 


SEaup my Heart:in obedience to him, an FAY Oobem wh to 
; | pm" __ = _ Ex to, Fr St dail ks 
learned by loving taking to; the t, and to' dil 
Jil theSlpmg 69919 onthe Lee a Pe i 
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Tape winch before had judged me for Sin, begat defires in ms 
to know the Way) which Lknew net while my. mind was 
abroad, and knew not the Lord nigh,*who'now teacketh and 

uideth me by his Light and Spirit (in the--way of Truth and - 
iphteoufneſs, wherein I have found Peace, Reft and true - 

Ce hank. A Soul, | and w_ my Teacher- nigh, 
though ithat! my portion, ;with many! other Berthres, 
ſometimes to cat the. Bread of Adverſity, and to ink the 
Water of Affliction, yet my Teacher and Comforter can none 
remove from me-; 'but he is and hath beeawith mein the Pri- 
ſon ' Rouſe, and in the: low Dungeon 3. 1o that which Aw 
keops me in Peace and Unity, with the Lord, and'in Felloyy« 
fhipwvith his People, the ſame thing (andnotanother) vyas” 
it that did formerly check, reprove andjudge me for Evil, and © 
brought trouble upon me for--may Sins, and that raiſed deſires - 
in-me-after-the Lord, as E-have explicated-in- the. fore-going 
Lines, though T'deny not- but that: have: novy. a greater 
meaſure of Light andGrace then Thad theh ; yet the Light 
(in quality and nature.) is-the ſame ; for although the Lighe 
or Seed of the Kingdom '(vvhich conſiſterh of Joy, Peaceand 
Righteouſneſs 'in the Holy Ghoſt) be, inthe unbelicverand 


' unconverted, even as the leaſt of all other Seeds, yet never-= 


theleſs, vvhere or invuhomfoever -it be received in the Faith, 
Love and Obedience of it; in ſuch it grows and increaſes un- 
til-it become the greateſt in them, and under its ſhadovy they 


come:tod fit vvith-great __ andits Fruit becomes ſyveet; - 
to theiptafte;:and;as alittle Leaveninthreemeaſures of Meal, 


it yyorketh and operateth in the Heartsand Minds of thoſe 
that bclieve in 'the Light; until it hath vyronght out the old 
leaven .of Malice, Sin and Corruption, and leavened the. 
Hearr and Soul into its ovyn nature, frameand quality ;. fo the' 
fame Light yvhich did condergn; me for Sin vvhen 1 vvas im 


diſobedience to it, the ſame hajh.agd doth laye ms from. Sin, 
| - > -» ” —_— - + o . S £ x. # 
, aid . alla 
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) 
-arid-now juſtifies me as T am kept in the Faith and Obedience 


«of it; and now it miniſters Peace and Ret unto me, and be. 
_ - fore it miniſtred-Trouble andCondemnation:: $0 this:I aflert 
. and affirm experimentally for an unerrable invincible Truth, 
: (againſt all the Oppoſers, Gainſayers, Fighters and Under- 


. valuers of the Light )-w#s. that the'Light of Chriſt .( who is 


:the trueLight that lighteth everyone: that-cometh: unto the 
World ) even in the:Corfſcience'of that man -or woman that 
3s in Unbelief, and in the Unconverted State, 15 one in nature 
and quality -with the Light in that-man-or woman that .is in 
the belief of it, -a6d converted by it; andthe iLight-of:Chrift 
:in the Conſcience of the' Drunkard and 'Swearer,.i that doth 
-check, :judg and reprove him for his Sins, "if it be believed in, 
loved and obeyed, . 1s able to ſave him from his Sins; but that 
man or woman that lovech Evil and hateth the Light, and 
-will not-come to the Light, but reject it, ſuch do nor feel nor 
-witneſs-the ſaving healing -vertue, ' and reſtoring redeeming 
-power of the Light, but.zs only unto them a Judg and Con- 
* .demner; but they that receive it-in the love and belief there- 
-of, ſuch in, through and by the Light receive power ts be- 
«come the Sons of God, and joynr Heirs with-Chcift ef the 
Kingdom-of God which eadures forever. 


So bleſſed, bleſſed be the Lord my tender God, who is 


worthy, worthy to be praiſed, praiſed by my Soul in -the 
Fence of his Love, Goodnels and Grace, whoſe Mercy hath 
been, and is wonderful towards me, -unto whom be honour, 
-glory, praiſe, thankſgiving and obedience for.evermore. 


And my Soul having obtained mercy of the Lord, and 
having tafted of his Goodneſs and Graciouſneſs, and ex- 
-pericnced his Tender Farherly Dealings with and towards 
- my Soul, my Hearc 189 ened with Love and Good will to all 

People, Defiring their Godd-and Eternal Welfare in God. FR 
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To thoſethat are young 'in Years, Cc. 


Minde thy Creator- in the dayes of *thy Yowth, before the Evil dey 
come, &c. Ecclel. 12. 1. &C.- 


the Light of Chriſt in your. Conſciences which check- 

eth and reproveth for Evil;' and idle wordsand works, 
and it- will lcarg:you: (if you. love it) to: fear and: mind the 
Creator in -the daies- of. your Youth, before the Evil daies 
come, and the Years when ye ſhall ſay, We have xo pleaſure 
in them: Oh ſay not any of you, We are young, and have 
wany Tears yer to | m7 art we will take the pleaſnre axd de. 
lights' of 'our Touth,and ſeek the Lord afterward, and Repent when 
we are old, &c;. But remember the Lord God your Maker 
giveth unto you Life, Breath and Being, and how ſoon he 
may cut the threed of your lives, and take you away fron 
* all your delights and vanities, you know not ; ior many he 
taketh away in their Youth : Wherefore trifle not away your 
precious time in Sin and Vanity, in vain Sports and Game- 
ings, or any Wickedneſs, leſt your Hearts come to be har- 
dened in Ungodlineſs, and you-grow old in Iniquity, and 
when it is too late you diligently ſeek.repentance, but you 
find it not; wherefore take warning, and mind thoſe things 
in time, before it be too-late, that cbncern the eternal Peace, 
Reſt, and Happineſs of your immortal Soul, and firlt ſeek 
the Kingdom of Godrather then the Riches, Glory 'and He- 
nour of this World, which is all paſſing away, and will not 
help in the day of Calamity, and hour of Diſtreſsand Miſery 


which will overtake the Wicked, and all thoſe that forget 


/ \ Nd you whio are yet young and tender in Years, mind: 


_ = 


— 
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God, as a Thief in the Night; therefore mind and fear the 
Lord your Maker, and take heed unto the Light in all your 
Conſciences, which is pnre and: holy,- and hath, no unity with 
any evil thought, word ar werk, -and love and believe 1n the 
Light, that you-may becowe Children of the Light ; if you 
ove the-Light it will fave you from your. Sins,” and' redeem 
. you from a vain Converſation, 'and learn you-to take up a 
daily. Croſs to your own Wills, Defires, Luſts and Aﬀe&tions, 
andto Yoak down the vain, wild, . wanton corrupt Nature, 
that defileth and. polluteth your Hearts. and Minds, Lives and 
«Converſations ;-and ſo you will come to-bechanged and born 
:agaif of the Seed incorruptible;' of the Word of God which 
:3s nigh inthe Heart to be obeyed and done; -but if you de- 
Jight in evil doing, andhatethe Light of Chrift in-yqur own 
*Conſciences, which judgeth you for Sin, and will aot. come 
-to the Light, but live and abide in Darkneſs, -and will not re- 
*ceive God's Counſel and Warnings, ner hearken unto his Re- 
"proofs, nor have none of his Ways, but will follow ygur owa 
ways, wills and works, and fulfill the luſts and deſires of your 
own Hearts, and vain devices and imaginations of your ewn 
Minds; and will not that the: Light ſhould rule. over you, to 
govern you inthe pure fear of the Lord, and-te lead you into 
Holineſs of Life, to guide you into the -way of Truth and 
*Righteouſneſs, then will the Light be your Condemaacion, 
and leave you without excuſe -vvhen the Lord renders uato 
you according to your. Works, and he wages of Sin is Death, 
but the gift of God is' Eternal Life through Feſwus Chrift : There 
Fore, dear Pcople, love iCand imbrace it vyhilſt it is near you, 
even knocking at the Door of your Hearts; oh, hearken toit, 
and let it have place in your Hearrs, and refuſe not the Love 
arid * Mercy of the Lord tendered to you in the Light, nor 
harden not your Hearts againſt the eternal good, peace and 
happineſs of .your. 0V.ynSouls, left the Day of: your Viſitation 
Feb paſs 
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xls over, "and the Night of 'everlaſti irknaly/ Sdrrow; 
Te and nt Ie you ſhut you up'for- 
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\To all | People that: live and aig in 
wickedaels. | | 


The Y "A rv doth witneſs ao4in theis, - = 
\ Tere "I Sin like Sodom, and he us. g » 4 
bs le BY Kit wſed; = Te have ſer  jought s 
2908 &'ve none my Reproof, C. 
your Ca your Fear \coneeth, Se: 
Te be om Prop birt as an Ovien, and the Wc or” 
they thit do widkedly” onfider i 


ther forge? God, 4+ Ka Fx bo 
you fhet for Go ft T tear in Pieces, and the 
-noxe to i ts deliver, fa. 3: -0. Pr eca5r Mal, 4. Y. 
Plal. 56. 22 | | 


 NÞ you, of Peole; that ate void of the puts fear of 
ey the Lord God, and have given up your Hearts 'to 
> work Wickednefs with © ep who ruſh into 
'Sin and Urigodlinels, as the Horſe ruſherh into the Bartle,and 
'grinking up Iniquity, as the 'Ox drinketh in" Warer, ' _—_ 
Plcaſ! ure in Unrighteouſneſs, and 'delighring in Unclean 
and wallowing in the Mite of -your' oo Filrhinefs'and Cor- 
Tuption , fulfilling the Luſts or your noadean Heatts,7'in 
Swearing, Lying, Drunkenneſs, | Rs Co- 
'zening, Defrauding, ' and fuch like W; | 
grieve the Lord day after - day, - and 'w 
den ant) oppreſs his je wii a4ia Cart" 


wich ſheaves; oh'repent; — abd- ealc 


( 182) | 
your:doings; andieave off your wicked ways, :leſt the Lord * 
ages: in Pieces, and there þe nohe to deliver; Ol, 
tremble:ye careleſs Ones before the Lord Almighty,. whe cap- - 
conſume you in a Moment; and cut:you off tn the twin ling | 


wv " » [ © "by 


| rth, for the day ſhall 

-purn as an Oven, and the Wicked, and they that do vvicked- 

ys and rvill not take vvargingand repent, (but fill harden - 
———— > ——_— 


. 
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"charvvarn youto repent, yvhoſe HOP mourn ard humcarove” 
+you in the. ſence of the--Sadneſs, Wretchedneſs, Miſerable. - 
| «meſs and Deplorableneſsof your Conditions) ſhall be as Stub- 
+ 7 ble -apd the Day vvilt burn'them- up both Root ard 
and the Fire vvilivurn up the Bryarvand Thorns, eh rm | 
the Farth; that Truth, Righteoufneſs,'*Juſtice and Ny 
: ing and: ouriſh therein, and the Mouth of Ini 
- bs ftopt forever: And theday of theLord God vvill be 


on every one that is Yrowd, and lifted up againſt the Lord: 
his anvinted ;* and- loftineſs -of the Goveeſ in Mart 8 
the Lord ſhall be and the-handhrigeſs of 


--the be laid low; and | 
be humbled, and che Lord God (holy, juft and true) Pratt be 
-exalted'in that:day, when the Wicked fall flcets the _— 
| andhide: or gore ponetinss — ( ki Mage, when ke comer | 
of the: Lord, and the an | 
ito ſhake terridly che: bY verth' 
Wickedneſs forever, and ed poniſh the wy eld pg io neg 
. ind the Wicked for theirTniquity, and cauſe the Arroganey 
.of the Proud toccaſe, —_— the Hauphtineſs of the 
Terrible: Wherefore, oh Peopke prepars by' true 
Yiponemns with ſpeed , wie ip cid in the 
of udgrnents, before his dreadful Pury break 'f 
againſt you, as- Yevouring *Fire : Oh, bring forth "Fruits 
'worthy of Repentance-and amendment of Life; oh, why will 
you die and | het in your Iniquities forever? the Lord defir- 
Ih not the Yeſtruftionof a Sinner, but rather he ſhould re- 
turn in time, from'his Wickedaeſs, and learn Righteonſneſs 
.and Live; yea, *Ler the Wicked forſake his Wickedneſs, 4nd the 
Ungodly may his Thoughts, and turn #nto the Lord with his whote 
Heart, 'and he will have mercy upon” him ; for with the Lord there 
is grear Mercy; and plentiont Redemprion ; - whoalſoss Juſt in af 
bis "Ways, and equal in all _ mare  ank righteous in all bis 
"Fudgments, and tic will not be by any, /* 6-17 a — 
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C82) 
foalronef. they! 769), andthe mages of Fn is. Dea«h.-. Oh 7 
many: have! been the. Warnings of the. Lot tothe | 5 le of. 
this: Nation Time after Tims, . car. after, Year, 

| Tece # borhow fow. have pe deraullf- 


EE i Joc Ns 
C and W = andere 


And all your abi 
ays "= Tirges, in which you take hberty to ſport your 


falves in Games and Vagity, ought, to be left eff, for. your 
Coftorsare vain,; you that obſerve.a Time fa as you pretend) 
iz honour of , which. you ſpendi in exceſsof Eating __ 


Drinking, Muſick and Dancing, Gaming ang Revelling ; 
theſe things you diſhenour Chraft, and net henour him, boo 
grieve hisholy Spuzt, and add Sin untoSin;; avg the greater 


will 
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veth him, Gar Fey Spurl the I 
sand Abeminations of the Sons of men;and Wialnniand 
Crveley-thas Alleck che. Barth; but the Lord-will, ariſe as". 
man of:Wary and caſo himſelf of his Rnemies,, and . 

himſelf | ef:hic* Fave rt Sent boezuſe-Ju 
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a enres 


== 


thereof $2: 


teemnþle-before; him, 
your fobves, od nec him bf, True ang. 
Om Seroke af 
: Thei Lord 
cal nd ry ona) ya ant Gil of 


| patient 


UMI 


UMI 


Rom kd oaranh;: towards thoſe that 
mo Gon pent-and-be' reclaimed: from-the evil of 
takes Cadajnial fort his Anger and Wrath will break 
forth as Fire, pus likeStubble; ready Uryi, will be'cont- 


Rehaegior Mittelies that havenot yetw ſigned. 
outth | eaten pic mc nlegos 


II Ohy dre Bape _ 


;5-ofs; wheyyou yoitr id ccnder, . 
| Litourioe'of your Son thevertta you do. 
Krmomker hen fmotine 70 hee been — 

your Lives at Sea, and the Lord RO ONT | 

Now little have ſome of you Byed the Mercy 
ering Hand of 'the"Lord' therein? dut have doen 
aoptbe the he of your deliverance to the Anchor, : 
and Manhood, &v. thentothe Lord ; and when = 
have becn in grear danger ef your Lives; and law. B0- Way 
dur you-mnſt periſh5 have-you net then cryed to the Lord 
to- deliver you { andthe Guile of your Iniquities ute being tus 
ur: Conftiences) have yow'not' been: - | 

roo) wag in your diſtreſs, to the 'Lerd, that if _—_ ſpared 
your Lives you would repent; and return-unto him, and-fear 
and ſerve itn; and forſake'the Evil: wayes ; and 'when: the 
Lord hath anfweredyour deſires; and in mercy hath gi oa 
you your-Lives for « Prey, when you came to Land,: have : 
you. 


= » RR 
Vows and Promiſes tothe Lord, vr 
ave you not 4n Sin and-Evil-Rill ? let Gods wrimes 
in every Co aliens fpeak ; for unto tharT make my. Io 
Conſider ſcriquſly how it fiarids between Ged-and. your- 
Souls, 'and how Aran it-concerneth you. Sea-men | 
it doth. all other People ) -to-mind their lacter ond,: 
ready for ſudden-death ; |  1t-isadleiſee thing to-be fig w_- 
and v0 feel peace with God. Dear People, rp mrumg x poo 
mortal, and muſt hereafter be in a ſence- and of. Joy, 
Peace: and, Reſt; or elſe of Sorrew, Miſery and ormant, 
eventos a Eternity ; Wherefore jit cyncerns:overy ba ow 
"ons, -t> ppg ah allother al ſeok-after thererer- 
nal peace and Happineſs of your ls-in' time, before it -be 
200 __ —_ Wickedneſs, Vabelic, and Hardains 
-Heart, that eparato- om t rd, an £ 
zdraws down the: wrath — Ged upon them ; Where- 
Iha:pieglecatihubed bnGyote ed-and clenſed from thax 
: wit, Sim ): which fc yn from the Lord, - and from 
tns-Love, Peace Peace and Bleff ,: before they can-witnels their 
[Recaaciliation/ unto God -in -his Sen, and cajoy rhis. Love, 
-Peace and Bleſkngs.. / Oh, dear Peaple, I you, -.do 
got! deecive-yeur. own Souls, - by - ſatisfied- with a-talk 
of being ſaved and redeemed: by. Chriſt, 8&c, whilft you re; 


Prmoyen nor gone 


-nain-in your Sins, for whem: Chriſt ſaves he -faveth from 


-their-Sins, not in their Sins; and they that witaeſs Chrift to 
'be their Redeemer "are :are redeemed from a vain-Cenverſation, 
-andbave their Conſeicaces, ed from dead works, . and their 
|Hearts-clenſed and -19 his Blood (which-is his Life 
,and Light) from Sin and: Corruption, that- ſo they might 
Nerve him in newneſs-and holine(s of: Life:: Therefore con- 
.fider, be ill, ſerious and ponderous im Heart, and” retire 
your minds inward to-the pure Light of Chriſt in:your own 
ms thas.irue and taithfal- Witneſs of God, which 


keeps 
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(39) | | 
keeps a Record of.the deeds done in the Bedy,and according t0 


his Record muſt every man be judged according to his works, 
ſo take heed unto the Light,& ir will ſhew you your-conditi- 
ons,and how it ſtands with your poer Souls to Godward ; that 
will deal plainly with you,& will not deceive you; though in- 


 deed;your Teachets(who preach for Hire,& divine for Moncy,) 


have,8& do deceive you,by crying Peace to you,8:.lulled you a- . 
ſteep in, your Sins, & have (as it were)daubed you up with up- 

tempred Morter, and (as it were) ſewing Pillows under your 
Arin-belesſologg as you put into their Mouthes,& givethem 
hire,& help to'maintain their Ged, which is their Belly:But wo 
to ſuch Teachers that feed with the Fat, and clathe with the 
Woel; and for filthy | Lucreand ; Gain fram: cheir;Quatters 
will cry peace unto the Wicked, unto whom (while they I6. 


'main in their wicked {tate);here is no rrue peace, ſaith the Living 
' God; oh, they are Blind Leagersof the Blind, and how-ma- 


ny arcfa!n into the Pit of Perdition, that havebecaled:by 
een? Therefore, dear People, ceaſe from.your "Teachers, 
who have not profitted you at all, but keep you ever learning 
but-never able to'briag you to the knowledg of the. Trutt? 
which until you do come to know freedom from the bondage 
of 'Sin and Corruption, you - cannot witneſs; therefore to the 
Light in all your Conſciences come, for that is Truth; and 
love it, and obey.it, and you will by it receive power: over 
Sig, and be enabled to caft off the Yoak of Iniquity, .and to 
take up the Yoakof Chriſt, and embrace. that Croſs .which 
crucifies to the World, .and worldly things unto the Luft agd 
Wickcdneſs thereof, andfuchare true:Diſciptes of Jefls that 
Jearn of him who is meek and low-1n their Hearrs, and that 
do deny themſelves, and takeup the daily Croſs to.their own 
Wills, Thoughts, Words, 'Works, Deſires aud. Aﬀe&ions, 
and follow him through many Tribulatiqns,. ia-the -narrew 
way of Holineſs ; for it is * pe ghar as Lord, Loxd,. but 
(0. he 


( 290 ) 
he that doth the Will of God har inheriteth the Kingdom of 
(od; net the Sayers, or Knowers of the Will of God are 
jdſtified but the Doers of the Will are juſtified ; not they thar 
_ only confeſs (with the Mouth, day after day, that they are 
miſerable Sinners, &c. (as both Pricſt and People do) and yet 


Fill Year after Year remain the ſame, if not grow worſe) ſhall 
nd mercy; but they that (not only confefs) but forlake, and. 
cum from the evil (in Heart Lifcand Converſation) unte 


rhar which 'is good, ſhall find mercy and forgiveneſs, aad 
ceriflion of Sins. Oh, mind the good thing in you which 
1s grieved and burdened with the evil, and turn in your minds 


tf, and it wiltlet you fee rhoke things that arc reproveable : 
gt 


Drunkard turninthy mind to the Light in thy own Conſci- 
efce, and it will thew thee, judge and reproye thee for 

PDrunkenneſs ; Sweater turn into the Light, and it will 
judge thee for Swearing, for Lying, Pride, Eavy, Malice, 
Revilmg, Chearing, uding; Covetoulnefs, Forgieation; 


yes; Al things that aye reprovable ate mude manifeſt by the Light, 


and that which makerh manifeſt is Light ; thouthat hateſt the 
Light, and loveſt thy Evil deeds, and wilt not come to the 
Eight, becauſe it will reprove thee, there thou haſt learned 
thy condemnation; For this is the condemnation of the World, 
this Light is come imo the World, and mex love Darkreſs rather 
then the Light, becauſe their deeds are evil ; but they that do good 
love the Light, and bring their deeds to the Light, ts try them 
whether they be wrought in God, andſuch. are juſtified by 
the Light :  Sowhile you have the Light, believe in the Light, 
that you- may become Children of the Light ; $o-unto the Light 
(mall four Conſciegces) I am made manifeſt, and in true un- 
fained-Jove, and bowels of pity, tenderneſs and compaſſion 
eo your immorral Sbuls have I cleared my Conſcience, in 
giving'you warning to Repent and turn from theevil of your 
own ways: unto the-Lord, while you have a time, before 

| the 


UMI 


ww 


IN. nA £ 


(agr). 
the door of Mercy be ſhut againſt you forever, and time Hl 
to you be ne more. 


From one that teuders the Eternal happineſs and good of your Ine. 
' mortal Souls, 4 Sufferer in Bonds for the Teſtimony of 4 good 


Conſcience 
William Bennit 


[EE 


To choſeth ths are ſeeking the Living God in the Dead 
Forms. 


Heving A Form of godlineſs but deny the Power thertof, fromi 
ſuch ture andy, BC. TR EB LAGEIIY x Cf ter 
Co but iy riſem, 8c. Kyow you not your ſelves, how 
that Chriſt 55" iy you;. exttept jou be Ry 2 Lim. 
3-5 Luke 14. 5,6. 2 Cor 24, of 


- "ND all dear: People that arc ſeatered among the many 

 Scas and Heaps, who havehoneſt fincere defies arid 
.- thirſtings after-the Lord; oh, love and: compaſſion 

is in my Heart towards you, andmy Soul pities. you; andthe 
more, becauſe you are —_— Living God 'ameng the 
Dead Forms, Shadows, | 
pariſon 'of the. Life of of ney Blements: -urld: 
the World, but cannot there find true laſting j elt 
and farisfaQtion for the immortal Souls: Ole Chriſt is riſen he 4s 
not there, his Appearance:is now more hidden; more ifvide- 
ble, more inward; therefore ſtay not in ShaJows;reftnotin 
the Likeneſs without Life ;- pitch not your Tent un the Fore, 
without the-Power; Come, come: away, you thirſty: Oaes, 


from the Wells of man's Ugging, which = hold-no Waled, 
t :8 


. Tp * 
2 -—* 4, 4 . 
. Ss” - ot 
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(x92) 
that will rightly and kindly tatisfic. your (thirſty Souls, |andþ 
wait to know the Spring opened in your awn Hearts, which 
comah from Chriſt, the Fouatain of living Water, and 
drnkthereof, and be. ſatisfied, and'go no more forth tothe 


broGen'Cifterns ; but wait within;in the Light,far the. Springs. 


* 


of Life to refreſh your thirſty Souls. 


-':Obl come! out of the Shadows. to the Subſtance, Chrif 


(rhe Lighr) #= 704, except yowbe Reprobates :- Oh ! the Spirit 
and<he Bride fays; Come; and he that drinketh ſays, Come-; 
and let him that is athirſt come, and drink of the Water of 
Life freely ; why dg'you 'ſpend/your [Time for- that which 
is not Bread, and your I abour for that which doth not truly 
fatisfe your Souls ?* Oh! feed no longer upon the Hask, up- 
on-Words without Life, upon Knowledge without Power: 
for that will puff _ you up in, your own Eyes, andelevate you 


:a'your . own - Conceits,..and ſhut you qut. fromthe. Tree of 


Life; and though you may. .ſcem-to grow Rich and: increaſe 
with Goods, and want nothing ; yet when vour Eyes-come 


for-he that-covereth: himſelf. with :;Covering of Wards, 
Knowledg, and a Profefſton: without Life, his Covering is riot 
the Fine: Linnen; whits) and clean;! which the Wife ins 
that follow: the Lamb are .cloathed with, who have Oyl in 
their: Veſſels; the Light, Lifeand Subſtance in themſelves ; 
but they that gnly. get: Words and Knowledge- into the Com« 


prehenlion, and: mich in the Brain, and' haye their Reli« 
| piowiatheir ak. ma not the pur$ undefiled Religion 


| the Heart, ſuck are Boelik Virgins, thathave Oyl ouly 


in their Lamps; ' and though ſuch may blaze, and give a 
ſeeming great Light'in Werds, yet ſuch one day will want 
Oyl, and their Lights will go out; the Lord willdry' up all 
ſtand?ng Waters thathave no Spring ; he will blaſt all Pro- 
feflions. out of the Light, all Gatherings out. of the —— 


to beopened, you will ſee your ſelves Poor,Blind and Naked; 
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[cen fate, God: 
. tyrmin, your, Minds 
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To thoſe that are backſlided from the Truth. 


ig 7 1 therefore from whence thou artfaln, and Regent, and 


arty firſt works,” &&c. Return, oh, backſliding Iſrael, S&c. I 
e 


al thy backflitling, &c. But if you will not bear, my Soul 


ſoak weep iis ſecret, $6. Becanſe the Lord's Flock is gowe inte 
: oP Rev. 2.5. Jer. 3.12. Hoſea 14 4: Jer 14. 17. 


"ND. you who. have taſted of the 
- leſs Life, and w mt COnViAce a 

*  mutable;Trutho , and ha meaſure received 

it in the loveand-gbediegce. it and by it werein part ſet 
free from the bondage of Sin .a ad Corruption, and re med 
out of the pollutipns of the W6rid, byt now [8  Apoſtatized 
from the Lord, and haveforſaken his precious Tru and Peg- 
ple, and like Dem embraced this preſent. World again, 'and 
.are —_— like __ to his Vomut, agd, like the Swine that 


Powes of an End- 


were waſhed, low in. the Mire, and hayer made 
ſhin-wrack af arch onſcieage, and have firoved' 
treacherous hoth to Got People, and have denyedthe 
Womb that bore you, and = peety, gave you ſuck, and 


have turned from the Grace of. God into wantonneſs, and done 
diſpite to the Spirit of Al a amp trampled the Blood of 


the Covenant (w' Ang red ne LID 


under Rn jen] znholy 

andcrucified 1040 ey af ves.; Oh, poor, poor 
Hearts! m my Sou Soul paties you, ' and mourss in ſecret over you, 
and cannat hw ce fdneoand deplorablen res your 
Condirions zr;0h, better. you had never. kaownt 

chea aber. you'have known it £6. rura from ir. to Your old 


Lovers 


the precious 1m- 
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Lovers again: Oh, whither will you go you Backſliding ones? 
where, and in what will you hide your- ſelves from the Lord, 
now you are departed from him ! if you go from Sea to. Sea, 
he will find you out; and what can defend you from his 
wrath? oh, where and in what can you find true Peace, Reſt 
aid happineſs for: your Souls, ſeeing you have forlaken lum in 
whom alone « is to be.enjoyed ? Oh, are you not ſenlible 
That you. want true Peace ? Oh, you that have forſaken the 
Father's Houſe of plenty, and are gene outamoang the Swine 
who feed upon the. Husks ;. oh, poor. Hearts! do you not 
ſometimes a little- come to. your ſelyes, and then remember 
the Father's Houſe? anddo you notithen find ſome inclination 
and deſire toretutr again 2? 1f- you do-returny how know you 
but that he will have compaſſion on-yeu, and receive you in- 
tohis Houſe again ?' though. you have been ſpending your 
Portion among; Harlots, and: have. deal {o-.treacherouſly by 
hin, and[\6 much wounded: and; grieved him, and his Chil- 
dren; yet notwithſtanding if you can throughly retura unto 
him with your whele Hearts, he can and will receive you, 
and heal your Backſlidings,8 blot out your Sins,8 forgive you : 
our Tranfpgrefions againſt him, and-love you freely. There; 
ore return, return you backlliding Ones, why, why will you- 
He and periſh forever ; 'oh, repent and do the firit Works, 
tut your minds inward tothe pure and uſt One in your ſelves, 
which' you" have grieved, wounded and opprefled, as a Cart 
is oppreſſed with'Sheaves: Oh that you might look upon . 
kim- whotn you have 'picrced, and-bghold- him-whom you . 
tavewounded,-andeven mourn and lament over him : Oh, 
to the pure, holy, fairhful Wirneſs'of God in your own Con- 
ſciences, which you were at firſt turned unto you muſt come, 
andthe righteous Judgment of the Lord-you mult own, anJ 
waitin; yea, adreadful Cup you mult drink before you can 


cnjoy true laſting peace jnGod : Oh that you could be willing 
ws 


(196) | | 
to drink-it, and to paſs, anal through the Fire 'and Sword, 
yea, throngh Death, 'to-come toeat again.of:: che Tree of Life, 
and live forever : Oh, that all:you rhat_ are betrayed (like 
Sampſon) of their trength by the Adulterous mind, ſq as thar 
the Phihiftize, the uncircumciſed Nature bath: preyailed over 


you, and put out your'Eyes, that you are become Blind, and 


-cannor ſee that beauty.aud comelineſs inthe. Lord: and his 
Truth which you once {aw ; oh thar the Lord would be .plea- 
ſedto vifit yeu again, that (like as the Hair of Sawpſon grew 
apain, his ftrengthimereaſed;' fo that heiſlew.more of his Ene- 


miesat his Death, then 4iedid-inall: kis Lite). {d the, Sced of 
God may'Þbe raiſed againiin'your: Hearts, : and; the Brength - 


therein and thereby may. berenewed and grow, that by your 


dying again unto-that. which is-.contrary to the Will of Ged, 


you may witneſs greater Vittory in*the Lord overyour Ene- 
mies, and know mote'of them1lain:then ever you did. Oh / 
y outhat find and are Rafiblerhat the Lord hath not wholly 


given you over, but is yet ſtriving'with you by his pure Wit- 


neſs in- you to return unto him, his Truth and People again.; 


Oh'! return beforeit be too late, and before the-Door of Mer- 


cy be forever ſhut againſt you; | for then, if you ſeek the 
Bleſfng with Tears, as ©» did,:Fou will notobtain it ; and 


though you call,” Lord, Lord open unto 14, we have Eaten and 


Drunk in thy Preſence, and in thy Name we have caft out Devils, 
and have had power over unclean Spirits, and heve done M4). Srea 
Works ; yet notwithſtanding he will ſay, "Depart from me ye 
Workers of Tniquity, I know you not: _ Therefore be ſober and 


ſerious, and erouſly conſider, and let theſe things take! 


deep Imprefhon in your” Hearts, which are wrote 1n true 
Love,Pity and Bowels of Compaſſion to your Immortal Souls, 
by a Mourner over you, -aud a Travaulr, jin Spirit for your 
Reſtoration.” | | 


To 
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'To thoſe' that profeſs | Truth, .yet walk contrary 


alſo you deceive your own Souls;by-beingfarisficd with a Pro- 
feſion of 41ruth;, without the poſſeſſion; thereof; and; you 
have no true peace where you are, nor unity with the Lord, 
nor fellowſhip with his People ; : for the- unity and fellowſhip 
-of the Saints is inthe Eightand holy Life of God'; and they 
that are out of the Light. (though' they profeſs it)/are out of 
the umry of: Faith, and fellowſhipof the Sons of God, and 
{uch are butgorten 1nto the outward Court where the Ganrz/es, 
&he uncircumciſed 1n Heart cancome.; but bleſſed are all they 
that do the Will of :Gad;:and keep his Commandinentsgand 
have right ta: tis: Tree of: Lijezra9d aniethraugl FR0 Ge 
47198 C 
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into the City, where _ bhing can-come: So all you 
that profels the Truch,-and walk coatrary_to the Truth,come 
to be faithful and obedient to the Truth, that in the Way of 
Ttuth ad Righteouſhels you Pe becomerh waperT 
and that in the au may-ſhineas Lights in your ho 
Lives and ma potted | ————__ the praiſe __ 


of: and pry ped zeft,, comfort and els 
gory nan oh ; Verily. no. 


frem the Lord, who giveth the Churches to know thatic is 
he that ſearcheth rhe Heart and tryeth the Reins, who faich, 


F IONS rk. Shona Rs #EFSL WY HEE: 


P . 
L : COT4 » 41 ” 
. 'Þ - 5 + +7 4 I } $23.4 d » "I ; 4 


wh: 6 rear 


Fs. anti w— F "i _ lt. 
K YVFY S$t1:... 


To all tho: that arc yy the Trurh bur 
SET ſtil eomain inthe Weeld's Ways, 

FT Sn you ils thee : Fs that 
hnowerh the Faghets adn, H marry of many 

* Sroſess Joha = ah + 
NDUlyovtar ae evrivinted of the Froth & Way of 
{ God, bit do- not celige up your: Hearts in k Way of 
to walk therein, bar ſtill remain in the broad way of 
the World, partaking with theinof their Sas, Idolatry and 
falfe Worſkup; and t  youſce the Vanity and Evil chere- 
of, yet (for- by-ends and carnal ſelf-interefts, to: ſave your 
ſe]ves from Repreach and Suffering) you joyn with them 
cherein againſt the pare Witneſs of God ia your own Con- 
ſciences; andif you continue partaking with them of their 
Sig, how can you but expett alſo to partake of their Plagues, 
cxcepr ye 6 out a pa among them, andembrage and re- 
ecive 
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| World and World! dtp Things, 


If -—: _ - ue 
tive the Trath in the Love and dience of i it ? ? 06/com 
out, come out frotn 2xmongſt them, and be youfeparated, and 
tonch no-more the Unctean Thing, that the 'Lord may receive 
ou unto hirnſelf, and become your can" te become his 
cople. Oh ! you that know the Fa and do it not, 
are you not worthy of many Stripes? Oh, poor Hearts! 
ſhun not the Croſs uny, longet, Hieither be aſhamed of che Re- 
proach, tor aſhamed of the Lotd arid his People before its : 
but give up your  Hedttsto obey the Lord atid his - 
Truth, and take up the daily Croſs; that Erucifies unto tho 
uhro the Siti; Piekedools, For- 
mal Worſhips, V 


wi, 
thereof, and follow the Lamb in the narrow Wa 
and be willing to Suffer with Chriſt; herb 
with him'; and love:not 1 far Lives unts D 
fhall 'have a Crowiiaf gem pedtr rhe Lord 
bech woing thang: of you dey , If rior year after year, 
and hath long'waited- i your HeartsY 
in his Grave ro be Grationw tines you) who defireth not thar 
you ſhould p riſh fo r Rebellion and Diſobedierice ? Oh ? 
that the Goodies; Merty and Parka forbearing! 
towards you. night voortortctyour” nd riiake you 
willing torefign up-youtr ſelves tb walkin He Way 'of Truth; 
before the Lond oerfe ftrivirig wing. Mato > np (who hath ſaid Ha 
Spirit ſhall not aloays ftrive with Man) left the Day of your 
Viſitation paſs over your Heads. Therefore come forward 
you that Halt and liriger behirid in- the Borders of Baby- 
hos, and Subbirbs of Egpt ; and'cone nigh you thar ſtand 
afar off pazing to ſee whar will become of us; He that is not 
with ms (ſaid Chrift) #s againſt me ; he that gathererh not with 
me, /cattereth abroad; none can ſerve Gd Mz It. } God and 
T113080 8. 
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"T0 thofe that 'ars Newly' Convinced of « 
$2785 1. 3694 ? 5 pngi192 vago bo yiinow on 1297 5:: 
Ye were, like Sheep going aſtray,but are.wow returned" unto the Sheps 

herd and Biſbopof your. Souls: ' Fle-ſball gather his Lambs in 

his Arms, #na-carry them in his Boſom, x. Peter 2. 25, Iaiah 
0:316:4121::5 16725 Doro viaho: wr oice bas ya 
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ND all.you who are newly. convinced of the precious 
> Truth'and Way of God,and have in meaſure-received 
= Truth in the love and belief of it, and haveand daily 
do giveup your hearts to obey the Truth,and to walk in the 
Way of; Righteouſneſs, 'and: Pathyoff Holineſs:) Dear Ones, 
unto. you my Heart is epen:1n' the tender Bowels of my hea» 
venly Fathers Love; 'and happy and bleſſed of the Lord God 
are/you, if you-do.not faint, -nor- grow weary; in your Minds, 
nor-turn back-again; as fome haye' done; hut” perſeyere- on to 
the End... Oh ! dear Babes, whom: the Lord;-m; inPo- 


wer, hath by his out ftrerched Armbrought out of £yypr, the 


Land'of ;Darknels-and Houſe of- Bondage, and hathiet your 


Faces:towards Cevaz7, the good-Land of Liberty, Light, Reſt 


and Peace: : Oh, {travail on; - travail on-ye.weak Ones in the 
ſtrength of the Lord,anddrawings of his Light, and-look:nac 
bagk: to Egypt again,, remember Lor's Wite ;. and' fear not (the 
God of the World, .the. Prince of the Power of the airy mind, 
even that wicked Spirit that: once had dominion in and over 
you,and kept you Bond-ſlaves in-darkneſs to Sin and Corrup- 
tion). though he (the Enemy.of . your Souls, Liberty, Peace 
and Reſt) may purſue hard after you with his whole, Hoſt of 
Temptations, ' Suares and Allurements, both inward and 


* | outward, 
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So (204) | 
outwardZandia}o;aScof. Troubles, Straits, Difficulties and 
Sufferings niay appear in your Way, bah within and-with- 
out, 'and Mountains of Pears, Doubts agd carnal Reaſonings 
on every ſide, - and alſo ſomething in youready to. murmur, 
complain and fay, Oh ! that we had terried til in Egypt, and 
wot ſet: one ſtep towards Canaan; for the Way is ſo ſtrait, aud the 
Path ſo narrow, the Sufſerings ſo hard, and the Difficulties aud 
Dangers ſogreat and various, that we fear we! fhall periſh by the 
way, and ot get fo our deſired Reſt; therefore ket ws turn back 
again, before. we go anx. further. -Oh! fear not, neither tura, 
back, but ſtand ftyl TOM eRalOGIAG EAT RH and look not at: 
the Straits, Fryals, Dangers, Sufferings and Loſſes that may 
appear before you; neither look-at - your own: VVeakneſs, 
Feebleneſs and Inability, nor at the Strength and Temptation 
of your:Enemny ;/ but look up. /ye littleones). unto the Lerd,: 
#nd truſt youjn-the Strength of his Arm; for he'is God alle - 
ſufficient for you ; therefore caft your care upon him, and he 
will make a V Vay for. you through - the Sea, and divide the 
VVatets of the great Deep, and make a 'V'Vay for you in the 


N Vilderneſs, and a Path through the Thickets, .and make 


the Crooked-Strait before you, andthe Rough Smeath ; . he 
willthrow down the Meuntains, and remove away the. Kills, 
and lead you in, a VVay you know not,. and in a Path you 
never before trod-in, and will make the hard things eaſfie unto 
the VVilling and Obedient, that turn not back again to their 
old Lovers, but love Truth and Righteouſneſs, and follow 
on to know the Lord in his VVay; all ſuch he-will give ta 

drink of the Brook by the VVay, and feed-with Bread from 
Heaven, whereby you ſhall be refreſhed, and your Strength 
renewed daily, in which Strength you ſhall be able-to travail 
on without fainting, and to run and not be weary, until you 
come to your deſired Reſt, and fee the Travail of your Souls, 


and be ſatisfied with the Enjoymeat of that you have IL 
after: 


: bel (262 J; FREe oy, 
after. S6-the Lord be with-you and thay pry Ris logs 
unto himſelf, that Your Hearts may be full of Light; that 
nething may cauſe you to ſtumble and fall into the Snares 
of the Bnemy, who hath *hindred many that once. begun to 
ryn.well; oh ! mim! and keepte that in your own: Hearts 
which makes you truly fenſible of your particular States and, 
Conditions, and in that ſenſe daily wait upon the Lord dilia 
rently and patiently for The feet Refreſhings from. his Pres 
Rnce! =o the diſtilifgigs of his Hezvenly Dew, that1o tha 
tender Plarity of Righteouſneſs and\ Lilly of Holineſs may 
ow and ſpring -in all your Heartsz- that the little Seca of 
Life rpay beeome 45 a-preat Free, andevery one of you may 
witneſs a ſitting under your own-Vine (Chriſt in-youthic Hops 
of __—_ none to make you afraid. | 
And dear Friends, look not out at others, but keep at home 
in, the Light, the Tet ; - Jacob ſhall dreil dove, and wot bt 
numbred among the Nations ; Efa# be hunts abroad, and gri 
weary and faint, and then ſells his Birthright fer a Meſs of 
Pottage : What if ſome ſtumble; and fall from the Truth? 
Jet not that ſhake you; Truth is the ſame ſtill, andchangey 
not ;. atid if you ſee ſome turn aſide from us into'n Self fepa; 
ration from the Body of Friends, '#nd endeavour. to draw 
Diſciples after them, let not thateauſe you to ſtumble and 
ueftion the Certainty of Truth j roiheriyyon drawn away 
and toft about like Childtenby them j bur keep to the Light 
and in it follow the Foot-ſteps of the Flock ; but follow not 
the Foot-Reps of the Wandering Sheep, that have lefc their 
Flockand are gone aſtray, who are like to periſh by the de« 
vouring Beaſt and Enemy of their Souls, except in time they 
return again to the Fold: Andif you ſee ſome (amongſt 
our ſelves) ſetting or keeping up that thing or pratice which 
35 out of the comly deſent Order of the Body, and not con 
fiſtant with Truth's Government, let not that beget an Occas 


fion 
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flon of ſMumbling in your Minds ; but be ſtill, and keep your 
Rye'fingl&to the Lord, and walk as you .have their: for am 
Exanaple - (that are over-you'in the Lord) who fully! follow 


_ Chriſt Jeſus: - And asfor that which is only ſer up and geldup 


by Man, out of Truth's Order, it will dic and paſs away,and 
Truth will out-live all. | bb | ; 
; '$0 unto' the Lord, who hath called you outof Darkneſs 
into his-marvellous Light, ds I commit you tobe preſerved 
unto- himſelf unto the End 5 For, weary are called, but [er 
vhoſen ; be that abides to the End, the ſame ſol beſqued., 
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© { To- the £ru Mourne. in Sony | _@-| 
To £1 fo them that mourn in Sion, and to give them vhe Oy! 
.i#f ; 

Wn 


for Mosrning, 8c. Bleſſed are. you that ours, for 
be comforted. They that ſom in'Tears ſhall reap ins 
- Foy, &c. Tſhiah 61. 3. Matth. 5.4 Plal. 126, 5, 6, 


H, lift up thy head chow bowed down, thou Moure 
-ncr in Siox, whoartas oncalone in a ſolitary place, 
: Sr and few ſeeth thee, or knoweth thy Sorrow, or tru- 
fy ſeafible of thy Grief, or behold thy Tears, who art i 
thine own Eye) as a Waman ſorſaken and grieved in Spirit; 
as a Wiſe of Yeuth reje@ed, who appears in thy owa Eyes 
2s it were Miſerable aud Wretched, mourning in the ſence of 

own (as thou thinkeft) Unworthineſs, Failings, Inabt 
£7 yy and Poverty, who art ready to fay (with for- 
row) Where is there any ſo Poor, Empty, Barren and Un- 
Fruitful to God as I? Oh, Ican donothiag for the Lord ex- 
cept (like Mey) Weep behind him (thinking my ſelf ſcarce 
worthy toſs his Face). and waſh his Feet withmy Tars 

| w 


_ ( 204) 
whilſt others.:fit at the Table: with him, and. eat of the Fa 
neſs .of-his Houſe, : and drink-of the New-wine of his;King; 
dom; : bnt-alas.for ime !| my Tears ave, my Meat-and Driole 
becauſe 'of: the oppreſſion of my Enemy, who -ſaith to my 
Soul, Where 15thy God? doſt thou think thou ſhalt ever be 
worthy to behold his Face, to receive his Love, and. to have 
the--Smiles of his Countenance ? - And thou ({O mourning 
one) -by chearkening to,, and believing thy Enemy, -becometh 
Gn thy own eye). like an alone Sparrow . upon che Houſe-ropz 
and as the;alone.. Quail in/the. Stubble-field.; and as a Dovg 
- alone, mourning for the loſs of her Mate ; and fo thou layelt 
thee down in Sorrow, and makeſt-urhy Bed,.and Grief thy 
Sheets, Tears thy Pillow, and Sighing and Mourning thy 
Sleep. whilſt thou believeſt thy Baomy,- and cntertaineft 
thoſe Fears, Doubrings and Carnal Reaſoniggs which te 
infuiethinto thy Heart), as thy Companion :: But arife I ſaF 
unta'thee-( inthe: Name of my God, and thy. God,.of my 
Father, and thy Father) ariſe out. of thy Bed, for thy B&o- 
ved 15 at hand, and knocteth at the door. of. thy Heart ; arile 
out of thy Bed of Sorrow, Fears and Doubtings, ard by 
Faith let him in whom thy Soul loverh ; ſay not, Tam not 
worthy of him, þut rather ſay, Lo-d, I believe, help thou rny 
wnbelief, ſtrengthen my Faith, make me more worthy of thee : 


Ojt, {hut himour no lenger by unbelief and donbriags, and. 


by reaſoning with and hearkening unto the Enemy of thy 
Souls Joy, Peace and Comfort, who would always keep theg 
from chy Beloved, and would daily add Sorrow to thy Sor 
row, and Afflition to thy Grief, and Weight to thy Burdeny 
that he might (if he couid) whelly fink thee down intorhe 
Pit of Deliparation forever: Wherefore hearken no longer 
unto him, for he was a Lyar from. the beginning ; entertain 
him not, nor his falſe Inſtigations any longer (nor by unbe- 
lief keep.nat lum out any longer whom thoulovelt and ow 
$18:1-7 delireſt) 
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defireſt) but by that fall Ghatige of Faith thaw fametimes 
feePſt in God, though'it. be bunt as 'a_ Grain of Muſtard 
ſeed, endeavour to thruſt and keep out the Enemy, and to 
remove the Mountains of Fears and Doubtings out of the 
way, and by Faith.embrace him whom thy Soul defires more 
then [Rubies or.much fine, Gold ; that fo the , Njghis.of thy 
Sorrow and Mourning for.him in thy Bed of Fears and Doub- 
tings may be turned into ſweet repofes with him inhis Bed of 
Selace; that thou mayſt ſay with gladneſs of heart, the Falſe 
Acculer is caft out, and my. Beloved is came, is come, and 
bis reward is with him.; he hath taken me from my mourn- 
ing ftate into his Banqu#ting-houſeof Joy, Peace, Reſt and 
true Sitisfation, and his Banner over me is Love ;- and now 
my Sorrow 15 turned into. Joy ; and I that once fate mourning 


4 the Pic of, doubtings and unbelicef, hath the Lord (upon 


the wings ot Faith) raifed up to come to ſing in the hight of 
Sios,. and to flow to the goodneſs of my Gad, who hath ex- 
a'ted my Horn in him,. and enlarged my Mouth over my _ 
Enemy, whoſe. Mouth was enlarged over me in the day I 
bowed under him through unbelief and doubrings : Oh, thea 
feebleneſs poſſeſſed my, Loins, weakneſs my Knees, and faint- 
neſs my Heart ;. {o that when TI roſe up to go. (towards my 
Beloved) I tell by .doubtings and fears ; but new, I.that 
ſtumbled, am (by Paith inthe Power of my God) girt with 
Strength, and the Bow of the mighty man (that prevailed 
againſt me broken in pieces, who ſo often wounded me with 
his Darts, that T was like to poor. Lazar, full of Woands, 
Bruifes and Sores;; but the Great Phyſician of Soulshath healed 
me with the Oyl of Faith and Salvation; and now I find that 
It is the Lord that bindeth up the broken in heart,& healeth all 
their wounds; Oh, blefled be the Lord who hath exalted my 
1-w Eſtate, and brought me from off the Dunghil, and given 
me a Manſion inthe Fs! Hou and aplace at the | AD 
Wit 
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with his Children ;. though I once, by hearkcnto my Enemy, 
faid, I'was a DO, and Rot worthy to. cat of the Childrens 
Bread; and ſo I kept good things from me by ning. to 
my Adverſary, who would till have feed me with his food, 
even theduſt of the Earth, that fo I might have contigued 
always Weak, Lean, Barren and Feeble, and never to have. 
been able to overcome him; but the Lord my tender God(who 
theught upon me in the day of my diſtreſs, when I was poor 
and needy) hath rebuked him, and hath put him under my 
Feet, the mighty the Lord hath brought down from his Seat, 
and cxalted him.of Tow degree, he hath delivered Jacob out 
of the hand of him that was tee ſtreng for him, and rheu 

he was a Werm, and no Man, and the cry was, How [bel 
Jacob ariſe ? yet the Armof his God hath raiſed him frem the 
Earth, and hath ſer his Feet upon the Necks of his Enemies, 
and hath, given him power to tread upon the Mighty as che 
Potter treadeth' Clay'; and this ir the Lord's doings, and it is 
murvelous in the ezes of his Servants, bleſſed be his name for ever, 
#t is the Lord that lifteth up the weak Hunds that bung down, and. 
frenethens the feeble Kees, and wihes ftrait their Paths that that 
which i: Lame may not be tarned put: the Way, but that rather 
5t-may be Healed; that the - or apright, and the Lame 
may leap as an Hart, and the Tongue of the Dumb might ſing of 
the goodneſs of the- Lord and the Mourner rejoyce: in Fm who 
Mercy endareth forever. Sobelicye, hope and truſt you in the 
Lord all ye that love him, and mourn and long for him, and 
in patience and contentedneſs (without fainting in your minds) 
wait for him ; for the Lord is godtl to the man that waits 
upon him, to the Seul that ſeeketh him ; and it x good both 
to hope and quietly to wait upon the Lord, more thes he that wanteth 
and waiteth for the Morning; for with the Lord there is great Mercy 
and plentious Redemption, who redeemeth Jacob out of all his 
Trouble, and i with him in the Fire and inthe Water, and in all 
4% his 
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his Aflitbions be farſaak him mot : Iherefore tru you, .hop 
relie and depend you, upon the Lard,all you that love him,anc 
caſt your care upon him, for.he cares for you, whoſe tender, 
Prgalton and faithfulneſs will never fail to the Houle cf 
Tiracl, | _ 7 
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A General Sa'utation of Love to the Chillven of Light. 


. ND all dearly beloyed Friends, everywhere, who are 
FA faithful to, che Lord and his;Truch in your ſeveral 
- > meaſures and places, my very dear nod unfxined love 
in the precious Truth of ourGod extends.unto all che honeft 
and upright in Heart, who love and delight in Truth and 
Righteouſneſs, and ſeek the Praiſe, Honour and,Glory of. God. 
alone, Graceand Love be with you, Mercy and Peace attend 
u, Joy and Comfort fill you, and tl * Bieflng of "the Moſt 
High reft uponand remain in & withyou Day. and Night,and 
the Lord keep youall in the Paith of the EleCt Seed,ia which is 
your ViRory over the World, in, which ſtand faft, and keep 
Your Dominion in the Lordover the Farth & catchy rhing 
that the Earth may be the Foot-ſt6ol ol your linds,s 
your Throne, and you to fir together in the heaver y Places} 
Chriſt Jcſus, and to uſe the World as if you uſed it not, be- 
jag looſe in heart:to that which periſheth with the ufing ; . oh, 
that all Friends that are free frem, and yeid of the Cares of 
this Lifc, and Cumbrances of this World may prize {apd ſtand, 
faſt in) their Freedorn, and not be forward and oe egrth the 
afc&ionare part) torun their ſelves into Bondage to thoſe 
things that profir not, but hindreth to God-ward, and prove 
as Bryars and Thorns to the choaking or quenching of the 
growth of the Secd of Life i the Heart; there js a mot, that 
I ”* Eat Bake ata” er 7k 
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hunts and deſires after (and is ready (if it be not limittedy ts 
form and create unto' it ſelf)” a Freedom that ſtands not in 
+ the Liberty of the Sons of God ; the Liberty of the Sons of 
God and Children ef the Light ſtands in that which is a Yoke 
to the World's Liberty,and their Freedom ſtands in that which 
is Bondage to the carnal Mind, andcrucifies unto the World 
and wordly things; alfo there is a mind that is ready to en- 
deavour and ſeek to put off, and to keep out of thole things 
(which in their proper place may be ſaid to be lawful) that 
it ſeeth it hindreth the growth into the Eternal, and endan- 
gereth the Souls ftanding to God-wards; and truly that is the 
morepurer mind thar ſerves(one Maſter)God alone ; Indeed 
dear Friends, Lam ready to defire that this mind/which was in 
Chrift Jeſus) may have dominion in our Hearts more and 
more; that as Strangers and Pilgrims 'we may be in aad to 
the World and the love thereof, and the Lord «lone become 
obje&t of our Love, and his Truth the covering of our Eyes, 


kw 4 «sf a EL... 4" b» A a b « .; 
that [© the deſire of our Souls 'may be unto him, .and unto the. 
remembrance of his Nawe, which js like. precious Oy:tment | 


pouraforth, gig a pleane ſmell and. a ſweet dele&ibte 
avoir, and cherefore do the Virgins lave him, and remember 
1s Lov Ne EG W Vie; yea, More then Father, Mother, 


Wo. nd, | ife, Children,  Silyer,. Gold; * Houſes, Lands E 
<a, he 18 the ehiefeſt ro them of ten thouſand, and the Up. 


right love him, for he is altogether comely. 


"Oh ! dearly beloved Friends, , much hath the Lord God of | 


poer aope. er ys, ſince the, day, he found us laid among the 


2 is be is y 4345.4 YER 5 FR q 6 tf * 1 2 ; 
Pits, and railed b$up from'the Dunghil of qur.own Corrup- 


tion, and{,1] unto us Live, who were Jead in Sins and Treſ' 


paſſes ;. oft, how greatly hath he bleſſed and proſpered us. ia. 
Elpige 9 the ſpirit that hath ſo eagerly ſought. and endea- 
and hath eveh"m 
6 Balak 


ro devour be, and extinguith us from being a People, 
adevis. 4 Famuly, like a Flock ; and though” 
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Bulk and Balaam?s ſpirit (the Beef Jezabel and falſe Prophets) 
have ſought Inchantments againſt us, to Curſe us,yet the God 
of bleſſings has greatly Bleſt us in our Sufferings, Tribulati- 


ens and Afﬀiittions, and has made Joſeph as a fruitful Bough 

by the Wall, whoſe Branches grow over the Wall (that doth 
and will let until it be taken out of the way) though the Ar- 

 chers of Babylon have ſhort at him, and. groyouly wounded 
him, yet his Bow (notwithſtand his great affliction; hath 
abode in Strength,and the Hands of his Arms have heen.made 
ſtrong by the hand of the mighty God of Faceb, who has 
bleſt Joſeph, and unto the uttermoft bounds of rhe everlaſting 
Hills ſhall he be blefled forevermore. 

Oh, dear Friends, if any Feople now 1a being upon the * 
Farth have cauſe to ſpeak well of the Lord, and to truſt in 
his hely Name, we are the People; for mightily and won- 
derſuily hath the mighty God done and wrought for us,theugh 
the blind World ſees it not: Oh ! how have we been as Lambs 
among Lyons, and yet not devoured, but wonderfully preſer- 
ved. by the ſecret Power and inviſible Arm of the -Lord our 
Shepherd, who hath been our Defence when the Beaſts of the - 

| Forreſt haye come forth to.Devour,and the Welves have been 
greedy of their Prey, then hath the Lord fought for - Mount. 
Sion, and defended the Hill thereof; and though ſome ſaid, - 
We'll purſue, we'll overtake, owr Luft shall be' [atisfied on then ; * 
| we'll draw our Swords, and onr Hinds shall deffroy them; - yet. how - 
hath the Lord blown in his Wrath upon them, - the Sea of his-/ 
Judgment hath covered them, and thty are ſunk as- Lead in 
the bottom of the mighty Waters, and: we- yet (through 
mercy) are alive, and have'a being among the. Living, to 
ſpeak well of the. Lord; and to make: mention of theGood-- 
nel; of: our Good, and to declareof his' KindnefS; '-and to. 
raiſe him for. his Warks,- which are marvelous:in our Eyes:: 
oY .his Love, bjs- Mercy and tender father!y. care over-and 


towards 
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towards us, extends beyond the demonſtration of Words; 
and oh ler the ſenſe thereof be engraveniupon the table of 
our Hearts, that it may bumble us, and keep us low before 
the Lord, and be an Obligation = every Soul of us, to-bind 
and engage us unto the Lord and his Truth forever. 

How mightily hath the Lord limitred and-quieted the rag- 
ing Sea, and made a Calm !-oh, that all Friends might take 
horice of rhe great Mercy and Love of the Lord to us in this 
articular, and mind the end of the Lord therein ;- and let us 
all take heed we Sin nor,” becauſe Grace and Mercy to us a- 
bounds, leſt it provoke the Lord to Anger, and be a moving 
cauſz to induce him to ler forth the Wind, and ſuffer a:Storm 
again. Oh, that none might get into a falſe eaſe and liberty 
and wrong ſecurity, becauſe of the preſent Calm ; bur all to 
keepretire inthat which fitteth and maketh ready for Tryals 
when they come, in, by and through which we have been up- 
held & preſerved hitherto,even by the ſecret Power & Armof 
the Lord, which'is not ſhortned that it cannot ſave, but is the 
ſame that ever itwas; and it hath been our Helper in fix 
Troubles, -and in the ſeventh has not been wanting to us, to 
help us when there hath been none to help, and to ſupport 
and uphold us when rhere hath been none to uphold, but 
Leads, Burdens and Oppreſſions have been heaped upon us, 
and to comfort us, when nothing but Sorrow and Trouble 
from the World compaſſed us about,and when we have had no+ 
thing,as from men,but the Bread of Adverſity & the Water of 
Affliction; even then hath the Lord our tender God been the 
Comforter of our Hearrs, the Refreſher of our Souls, the 
Rejoycer of our Spirits, and the Lifter up of our Hands when 
we have been bowed down with the Opprefſions of our Ene- 
mies; his !'reſence hath been with us in the Priſon-houſe,and 
in the low Dungeon, and hath not left us to this day, and 
aſluredly never, aever, never Will leave us, if we leave not 
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him,;but will be with us until we have finiſhed our Courſe and 
fulfilled the dayes of our appointed Time, and our Change 
COME. 

So dear Friends, unto the Lord I commit you, who know- 
eth how it is with all his Babes and Children, and beholdeth 
all their Tryals, Straits and Sufferings, inward and outward, 
and his ear is open tothe ery of the Poor, and groanings of 
the Needy, who is God all-ſufficient for all thoſe that cruſt, 
bope, relic and depend upon him, and able to keep thera by 
his power through Faith in his Name,unto his heavenly King-" 
dom: So the Lord be with you all, and the Almighty pro- 
teQand defend you, and keep you from Evil, unſpotted from 
the World, and preſerve you in Love, Peace and Uaity with 
himſelf, and one with another in his innoceat unfained Love, 
in his Light, Life, Power and Truth, and make anJ keep 
youall of one Heart, and one Mind,and ene Soul; that you 
all with one conſent may ſtll worſhip and ſerve the Lord God: 
io the one Spirit and the one Truth, in which I dearly greet, 
ſalute and embrace you all, and remain your Friend and Com- 
panion in the Patience and- Tribulation of Jeſus ;- Farwell, 
dear Friends. 


William Bennir, 
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Dear Friends, | "TO 

"N the Love which waxeth not Old, neither is ſubje& 
to Change, which God hath ſhed abroad in the hearts of 
thoſe that believe in the Light, through the operation. 

of his Etcrnal Spirit; in this Love which openeth our Hearts 
unto. the Lord, ani one another, doth the unfeigned Sa. 
Intation of my Soul reach forth unto you, asin which Love 
E abide, 1cannet forget the Family of Love, and Houſhold 
0 
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of *Paith, neither canlength of Time, nor diftance of Place, 
Fonds nor Fribulations excinguiſh che remembrance of- you, 
whom the Lord nath chuſen (out of the Elect Seed) from 
out of the Fa":ilies of the Earth, to place his Name among, 
and tomaniieſt his-Power and Glory in aid through you his 
People, to the praiſe of your God, in your Generation: dear 
Friends, who are called to be made -pertakers of the Bleſſed 
Everlaſting-Inheritance of the Satnts-in 'Light, and through 
Faith in rhe Light of- Life you are called and raiſed ip, te 
bear Teſtimony unto-him whom the Nations. Deſpiſe;bur un- 
ro'you thatbeheve-/in him he 1s Pretious, -and yeu that have 
ſeen his Beauty and beheld his:Comlineſs, 'and have taſted of 
his Love, and have favoured the ſweetneſs of 'his prerious 
Oyntment, which hath healed your'Wounds, and cured your 
Diſeaſes, and with which your Souls have becn Bathed, 
Warmed and {weetly Refreſhed ; unto yeu that hive taftgd of 
his Dwvine Vertues, who is the Light of the World, ke is the 
chiefeſt of ten Thouſand ; who karh called and choſen you 
our of the World, to follow tim in the Regeneration, and te 
bear his Image before the World, and te ſhew forch his Telti- 
.mony againſt rhe Werld, therefore do the World hate you, 
and defire ang jeek your DeftruQtion , and would tempt 
you,and by-crueltyForce you from the beloved of your Souls; 
but dear Hearts,cvery.one cleave in ſpirit unts the Lord, and 
hold faſt his bleſſed Truch, received into your Hearts, that 
the Enewy within, nor his Inſtruments without by all their 
Tempta:;0ns and'Crucity, may never move you to decline, 
nor degenerate from that blefſed Teftimony which God hath 
given yOu to: bear for him, in the midſt of a Wicked and U. ;- 
godly Generarion ; who mult fill up the meaſureof their Ini- 
quiry,thatJudgment may come upon-them to the full,and the 
meaſure of your Sufferings muſt alſo be fulfilled ; therefore, 
ccar Lambs, hold taft Faith and a good Conſcience, and p:r 
On 
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on Covrage,and Strength unto the-end; and hold-fatrhw 


Wote-; of Patience, that 'you may be kept in the hovr of 
Femptation, andthe 'Preferyation'of your Souls you nay: 
come-10 witneſs by'tlie Power of God, through all Toyals,; 
Troubles, Loffes, Straits, Aﬀittions and, Tribulations, that 
the Lord ſuffereth ro'befal you, truſt youm him, and- depends 
uporfhisevertaffing Atm, which is your balp;ftay.andfirength, 
God will 'reftfaititte Wrath of! our Enemies, and- diffipate: 
the Purpoſes," artd-confolind' the Evil Deviſesefeour Adver.. 
faries; | far as it feemerh good unto him; . the: Lord God 
Bvetlaſting who 'keepeth' Dora nang with. his. People; and! 


whoſe tender Mercy; Compa 10n and ;Fatherly Care ifail-4 
eth not towards the Houſe of Facob; his bleſſed ſoul refreſhing _ 
ſtrengrhening Preſence be with all his People;to Feed, Nouriſh * 
andStrengrhen them, and Cheriſh them, Support and Uphald 
chem, Comfort and Cenſolate them in all their ſufferinps for 
his Names ſake, and bear up all his little Ones, for whom my 
Soul is in Travel, and the Lorg keep all his ia-the-Covenant-= 
of hiseverlaſting Love, that if our Earthen Veſſels be Broken, 
and turned to the Duſt tor the. Teſtimony of Jefus: out Souls 
may reſt with the Lord; ſo whether. we Live we may Live 
to God, or whether we Dye we may Dye unto God, that 
whether we Live or Dys we yay. bs the Loids,''atd he be” 
glorified in us ith by Life or Death, which is the deſire of 
_ Friend and age in ar on Ad or — 
my 1iove remains with you, though: Bongs me-cloſs, be = 
you bundled up together in Love, Peace, and (Unity; tharyow'. i 
may be a help firength and comfort oge tg, another ini the": 
Lord, and” kctnone be careleſs, but all, watchand keep cloſe” 
to the Lord, and keep your mectings, and 'wait upon God 
to be fitted for every Tryal yet to come, neither lt 'any:be- - 
&;ſcouraged'or furvrized with fear through the terror of Yor 
Enemies, you know that pe Lord hath carticd usthreuwgh 4 
| © 
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wueh afready, bis Arm is not ſhortned, our God is a God of 
Wonders, let us ſtand till and ſee his Salvation, which he will 
manifeſt on the behalf of the meek of the Earth, that are ap- 
gointed as Sheep-for the Slaughter, and hath no helper but 
the Lord; God' Almighty haſten it for his own: EleQs ſake, 
which cryeth Day and Night unto him, Ames laith my Soul, 
eyen- eome Lord Jeſus, come quickly, and'take unto thee thy 

cat pewer to Reign, for unto thee belongeth the Dominion, 
for thou artwerthy, let all Nations come and. Worſhip be. 
= thee, and: rene to hy Jag who art Juit in all: 

y Ways, and Righteous 1n all thy Fudgments, thy Counlels- 
of eld are Faithfulneſs and Truth. ue - 


Bury Gol this onto | William Benit:. 


of the gth Month 
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A Loving Exbertation and Warning to' SE A-MEN, 


T OU- that go- down to_ the Sed in Ships, that ds Buſineſs in 

» reat Watcrs, where you ſee the Works of the Lord, aud. 
| 5; Wonders in the deep; gteat Cauſe have you to fear 
and.love the great God-of Heaven 20d Earth, who givech you... 
Life and Being, who'isthe: God' of: all your Mercies, who in. 


| Mercy, hath: oftentimes *preferved you in great Dexger and. 
Peril, and delivered/you when you have been ready to Periſp : 
Oh, forget not his Mercy towards you; but Repent ſpeedily, and 
Fear and-Dread his great Name;- and ſtand in Awe,. and Sin 
80 mere again{thim; whoſe Power is over all, who. commands 
ahe Hinds iand:the Seas; arvithey obey him + When ſometimes 
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” You have beenin Great Jeapar of Your. Lives, and the Lord. 
kath in Mercy delivered you, how little haye ſome of Tow Eyed 
the Mercy and delivering Hand of the Lord therein; but have. 
becn Reedy to aſcribe the Hononr of your Deliverance to the 
Anchor, Cable and Manhood, pang wh} Lord:;-and ; 
when you have.becn- in Great Danger of your 'Lives, and ſaw 
no Fay, but. ow meſt Peri,” have you not. then. cryed; to the 
Lord to deliver you ? (and the Guilt of your Iniquities be- 
ing heavy upen your Conſciences) karpyou net. been ready: 
to make Promiſes to the Lord in.your. Difireſs, that if he ſpa- 
red your Lives, ye would Repent,. and turn unto. him,. and. 
Fear, and Serve him, and: forſake your Evil Ways? And 
when the Lord-hath anſwered your Deſires, and ia Merey 
hatly given you your Lives, fer a Prey,: when you came to 
Land, bave you then perſormed your Vows and- Promiſes to 
the Lord? or have you not gone on in Sitband: Evil:ſtill.? 
kt God's Witneſs: in-every Conſcience ſpeak, for unto / that T 
wake my Appeal: Conſider how greatly it concerneth you 
Sca-men {and ſo it doth all other People) tomind theirlatter 

; End, and tobe ready for ſuddain Death ;: let every particular 

Oae confider ſeriouſly how it ſtands between God and their 
+ own Souls: Oh, itis ablefſed Thing to be fit to Dye; and 

to-foel Peace with God; it is their Sizr and Iniquitics that make ' 

People unfit for God's Kingdom ; they that dye in their Sins 

uſt periſh, as Chriſt ſaid unto ſome, Except you repent: yew - 


all likewiſe perich ; methant Holings; i urity nope can [ce 
=o :* The bout of Ba piry ir 5 es Ke Dye, im 
. muſt (when ir leaves the Body) be in a feeling Sexce of Jo 
and Peace, or Woand Miſery forever; The Wicked an! all that 
forget God-muſt be turned into Hell: Ok that all People, Young 
i and Old, may repent and return to the Lord with their whole 
Hearts, and he will shew chew Mercy! Prize your time, fox it is 
precious, 4xu4d-1ou- know not how ſh5rt it «: Oh fear and'dread: 
the 
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the Eternal God thit giveth you Ly and Bezzg, 
FEA: when EA) of rae l uſehs It is not talking of 

&. L 2; and- of his &ivg 3 io) 5 | 

pes that tk Sin and Vanity; Chrilt fi An A 

be borwajflin,. orelſe he cannot' te the Kin | of Gods 8 

Popes both! Touny ren en Bogns 
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Hou can take it 
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Written in Tender Bowels of Vaft vo bn Live þ to your 
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Souls,” by a Friendto al People, 
The z5thof the 
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